
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET 
Wellington Town Trustee Meeting- July 28th, 2020 

 
ITEM#:  __________ 
 
SUBJECT: Wellington Main Streets Program presentation to the Town Trustees and Mayor from 
Wellington Main Streets Program Executive Director Kallie Cooper 
 
Summary: 
The Wellington Main Streets Program provides quarterly updates to the Town Trustees regarding on-
going projects, organizational updates, events, and future plans. This update is for the months of May-
July 
 
Item 1: Current projects 

• Murals:  
o The “Greetings from Wellington” mural was completed by Josh Griffin and his staff at 

Dynamic Image on May 22nd. The new mural is located at 3906 Cleveland Ave on the 
South wall of The Filling Station. Our live ribbon cutting ceremony reached 3,149 people 
on social media and was shared 23 times. The photo of the mural, showcasing 
participants wearing their masks, was featured on the cover of The Main Thing, a 
resource publication for Main Street Colorado.  

o New railroad-themed landscaping was installed by Northern Colorado Landscaping in 
front of the “Historic Train Depot” mural on the corner 1st Street and Cleveland Avenue.  
The new landscaping utilized recycled railroad ties, donated by BNSF Railroad and 
added the finishing touches to last year’s project, painted by Daphne Potter with DL 
Designs. 

• Annual Color: 
o Downtown flowers were installed on Monday, May 18th. 
o The annual project is supported by 22 local business sponsorships totaling $2,200. 

• Publications: 
o “Wellington Comes Together to Raise $20,000 for Local Businesses,” published on May 

13th in North Forty News 
o “Greetings from Wellington” Mural Brings Life, Color and Joy to The Community, 

published on May 29th in North Forty News 
o “Annual Flowers and Window Decorating Contest Brighten Downtown Wellington,” 

published on June 5th. 
o “Wellington Takes Steps to Improve Pedestrian Safety” published on July 24th.  
o Featured in The Main Thing and Local PPE How To: Colorado Main Street Economic 

Impact Toolkit for our “Show Us Your Mask” Challenge 
• 2020 DOLA Mini Grant: Crosswalk Project 

o Thank you to the Town of Wellington for the installation of the first phase of the crosswalk 
project.  These new signs have slowed traffic and are helping kids cross over by the 
skatepark safely! 

o We will receive the $5,000 in mini-grant funds at the completion of the project to redirect 
to the Town of Wellington.  A project update was submitted on June 30th. 

• COVID-19 Promotion and Resource Efforts 
o Virtual Town Hall: 

 Hosted on May 6th and 7th with representatives from Larimer County Public 
Health, SBDC, Town of Wellington and the Fire Protection District 

 We had 61 participants over the two sessions 
 Presented information on safety restrictions and reopening guidelines as well as 

facilitated a Q&A for business owners 
 



o Serve 6.8 Fundraiser: 
 Thanks to contributions from individuals and from four of our local churches, the 

Serve 6.8 fundraiser was able to provide $1,000 checks to 11 local businesses, 
as well as purchase $4,000 worth of gift cards from our restaurants!  

 All of the gift cards from the businesses and restaurants are being distributed all 
around our community, beginning with First Responders and essential workers. 

o  “Show Us Your Mask” Challenge 
 Winners were drawn daily to receive a $5 gift card to a downtown business 
 We had 43 social media posts for the challenge and 20 winners! 
 We have seen 15 of the gift cards used so far (initial investment of $75) with a 

return of $221.60. That is an average of increase of $14.44 per $5.00 gift card. 
o #WellingtonStrong Window Decorating Contest 

 We had several business participants in the #WellingtonStrong Window 
Decorating Contest. 

 Meridian Trust Federal Credit Union was chosen as the winner of the $25 gift 
card for their beautiful butterfly window 

 
Item 2: Events 

• The Wellington 0.5K Fun Run: Cancelled for 2020. This event will be back on April 10th, 2021. 
• Wellington Brewfest: Cancelled for 2020.  The event will return on June 5th, 2021! 
• Well-O-Rama:  

o After careful consideration by the MS Board and Committee, the Well-O-Rama Music 
Festival has been cancelled for 2020.  This event will return on August 7th, 2021! 

o Sponsorship dollars have been refunded.  The $2,500 grant awarded by the Bohemian 
Foundation can be retained and used for an alternative event or added to the award for 
2021. 

Item 3: Other:  
• Window and Store Display Consultation: 

o The Main Streets Program utilized $865 in training funds to host window display expert 
and Rawlins, WY Main Street Manager, Pam Thayer on June 23rd. 

o Pam met with five of our downtown businesses to consult with the owners on how to 
enhance their curb appeal and improve their visual marketing.  

• Tastemade “Beyond the Block” Filming: 
o The film crew from Tastemade and Realtor.com returned to downtown Wellington on 

Thursday, July 16th.   
o In preparation for their visit, the Main Streets Program organized a Downtown Clean Up 

Day on Thursday July 8th.  We had 18 volunteers over two hours to help clear weeds and 
debris, sweep sidewalks, and clean up landscaping. 

o THANK YOU to the Public Works Department for providing the materials we needed to 
make this happen and giving your time to make our downtown look great for filming! 

• DOLA Funding: 
o The Main Streets Program has signed a five-year contract with the Department of Local 

Affairs for Mini-grant funds ($5,000 annually) and Training and Scholarship Awards 
($2,200 annually). These funds are secured through 2025 as long as we remain a Main 
Street Program in good standing.  Training and Scholarship funds will be distributed on 
an annual basis. Mini-grants funds can be banked if they are not used and can be 
awarded in advance (up to three years, totaling $15,000) if we submit a proposal to 
DOLA outlining the project and guarantee our program status for the length of the mini-
grant fund advance. 

• Main Street Strategic Plan 
o On Monday, June 29th the Main Street Board of Directors met with Matt Ashby from 

Ayers and Associates to make recommendations on changes to the 2020-2025 
Wellington Main Streets Strategic Plan.  



o The 2020-2025 Strategic Plan will be finalized before July 31st. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support. We welcome your questions, concerns and comments! We 
would love to hear from the Trustees regarding what they would like to see from this program.  

  



Wellington Comes Together to Raise $20,000 for Local Businesses 
By Kallie Cooper, Executive Director - Wellington CO Main Streets Program 

A local fundraising campaign aims to help Wellington businesses that have been impacted by 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Serve 6.8, in partnership with the Larimer County Sheriff’s Department and several Wellington 
organizations, are looking to raise $20,000 to support local businesses. 

 

SERVE 6.8 is a 501(c)(3) non-profit in Northern Colorado dedicated to building up the local 
church to meet needs in their community.  The organization, as well as the Larimer County 
Sheriff’s department, have already pledged $5,000 each to the community. 

Local Wellington churches, the Town of Wellington, the Wellington CO Main Street Program and 
the Wellington Area Chamber of Commerce have come together to start a fundraising campaign 
to help raise a matching $10,000 and are urging the community to support merchants hit 
hardest by the pandemic. 

"Aside from the public health impact, this outbreak has many business owners concerned about 
the impact and hardship on their business. In times like this we need to step up as a community 
and do all we can to help our local businesses. Please consider donating to this great fund. 
Every dollar counts,” said Jon Slutsky, Chair of the Wellington Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Leaders of these organizations are also asking residents to spread word of the fundraising effort 
on social media. All proceeds will go to aid small businesses such as salons, restaurants and 
stores in Wellington.  



The Sheriff’s Department Wellington Squad and the Wellington Fire Protection District are also 
getting in on the effort by holding a friendly competition with the Berthoud Squad and Berthoud 
Fire Department to see who can raise more money for their community. 

As an added bonus, every contribution made to the fundraiser will enter the donor into a 
drawing to win a hand-crafted American flag generously donated from American Grains in 
Wellington.  

 

Donations can be made online at wellington.serve68.org/give/ and select “CCSN Business 
Relief Fund.” 

The local organizations have identified and nominated businesses in the community that have 
been deeply affected financially by this pandemic. If businesses would like to be considered as 
a potential nominee, they can fill out the grant survey online at 
https://form.jotform.com/wellmainst/serve68  

Additional information about this fundraiser can also be found online at 
www.wellingtonmainstreet.org/covid-19  

https://wellington.serve68.org/give/
https://form.jotform.com/wellmainst/serve68
http://www.wellingtonmainstreet.org/covid-19


“Greetings from Wellington” 

By Kallie Cooper, Executive Director Wellington Colorado Main Street 

 

Frederick R. Barnard once wrote, “A picture is worth a thousand words,” and never has that phrase been 
truer than with this photo in front of the latest mural in downtown Wellington, “Greetings from Wellington.” 

The mural project, which began last year, started as an idea by artist Joshua Griffin to honor Wellington’s 
community by creating a “postcard mural,” similar to ones found in Tampa, FL and other cities around the 
country.  The Wellington Colorado Main Streets Program partnered with Josh and his team at Dynamic 
Image in Wellington to bring the community together on the project.   

“We have a great community and really wanted to represent that in our postcard mural. We even thought 
it would be fun to ask the community for their thoughts on what best represents Wellington. We had great 
response and many encouraging comments throughout the process. In the midst of a pandemic it's nice 
to remember what our community is really all about and that we have a history of pulling through things 
together,” said Josh of the mural. 

The team asked the community what Wellington means to them and how could they express this in a 
picture. The mural’s images represent Wellington Parks and Recreation, Fourth of July celebration, 
agricultural history and the unique downtown street scape.   

The 10' x 28' mural is oil based and fully hand-painted. Dynamic Image has done many red brick murals 
including all of the red brick signs at Coors Field. One Shot lettering enamels are famous for most of what 
they now call “ghost sign murals.” The Wellington mural is painted entirely with these enamels because of 
their exterior life and vibrant colors. They also added a clear UV urethane coating for greater protection 
against the elements. 

Even in the midst of unprecedented times and fear for many across the country, this mural brings life, 
color and joy to the community and is the perfect way to say, “Greetings from Wellington.” 



Annual Flowers and Window Decorating Contest Brighten Downtown Wellington 
By Kallie Cooper, Executive Director Wellington CO Main Street 
 

WELLINGTON - Even though the Covid-19 pandemic has brought many activities to a near standstill, the 
Wellington Colorado Main Streets Program carries on with their mission to beautify their small part of the 
world. The organization’s Design Committee have spent countless hours lending their time and energy 
every year to help bring a splash of color and joy to the downtown. This year, the organization turned over 
the reins to Colorado Lawn Pro to help plant and care for the flowers through the spring and summer 
season.  The northern Colorado landscaping company planted hundreds of flowers along 6th Street and 
Cleveland Ave in Wellington, bringing new life to the area. 

 

The downtown flower program is supported by sponsorships from local businesses and the generous 
support from the Town of Wellington.  A HUGE thank you goes out to the sponsors who made all of this 
happen: Silver Reef Organic Farms, Thistle VIP Group, The Kinzli Team at REMAX Alliance, Proper Time 
Watches and Jewelry, First National Bank of Omaha, Commercial Coatings, Cantina Liquor, Knaack of it 
Automotive, Wellington Eye Care, Council Law, Ben Parsons State Farm, Wellington Brewfest 2020, 
Tabby Road Animal Hospital, Wellington Veterinary Hospital, Avuncular Bob's T-Bar Inn, Soul Squared 
Brewing Company, Wellington Area Chamber Of Commerce, Points West Community Bank, Meridian 
Trust Federal Credit Union, Wellington Grill and the Wellington Public Library Friends.  

In addition to the downtown flowers, the program launched the “#WellingtonStrong Window 
Painting/Decorating Contest” June 1st, encouraging participants to decorate their home, business and 
even car windows to show their support for Wellington. Photos of their windows can be submitted via 
social media using the hashtag #WellingtonStrong.  The most creative window will earn the winner a $25 
gift card to the local business of their choice.  



 

This challenge is the perfect way for businesses and residents to come together and show their support 
during this difficult season. With special events being cancelled all across Northern Colorado, the Main 
Streets Program is working hard to keep the community engaged and looking to the future. Including 
“Wellington Strong” in the design for their window is highly encouraged!  The contest will run through the 
end of June and the winning window will earn a special place on the Main Streets website and social 
media. 

To learn more about the impacts the Main Streets Program is making in Wellington, visit them online at 
www.wellingtonmainstreet.org or on Facebook and Instagram @WellingtonColoradoMainStreet. 

 

http://www.wellingtonmainstreet.org/


Wellington Takes Steps to Improve Pedestrian Safety 

By Kallie Cooper, Executive Director Wellington CO Main Streets Program 

The Town of Wellington has taken its first steps towards a safer community for kids and residents.  

 
New R1-6 In-Road Pedestrian Crossing Sign at the intersection of Cleveland Ave (State HWY 1) and 3rd Street in Downtown Wellington 

Brand new surface-mounted pedestrian crosswalk signs can now be found outside of Rice Elementary, 
Eyestone Elementary, Wellington Middle School and along Cleveland Ave at third, fourth and fifth street. 
These signs are intended for use at un-signalized crosswalks to provide an additional measure of 
awareness.  

The safety initiative began last year after community leaders came together to address ongoing 
concerns over pedestrian safety near the public schools and in the downtown. Concerned citizen, 
Rebekka Kinney, met with Town staff and officials from the Colorado Department of Transportation to 
observe pedestrians crossing Cleveland Ave (State HWY 1) in downtown Wellington. 

"Our downtown is so special, yet I cringed whenever I saw a kid trying to cross the street.  Wellington is 
a wonderful, safe place for families, and going forward we are going to do more! If we can prevent a 
tragedy, share our charm, and improve our walkability, Wellington wins!  Our main street is my favorite 
places to be and now it's safer!" said Kinney. 



Following the tragic loss of a Kindergarten student in a traffic accident by Lopez Elementary in Fort 
Collins, the community felt it was more critical than ever to address the safety of students near the 
public schools and the downtown skate park.  Representatives from the Town of Wellington, Wellington 
Colorado Main Streets Program, Poudre School District and the Wellington Fire Protection District 
collaborated to create a plan to improve safety in critical areas of the community.  

The Town of Wellington approved the $75,000 project on April 28th, which included the purchase of the 
R1-6 In road pedestrian crosswalk signs as well as solar-powered flashing crossing signs (RFBs) that will 
be installed later this year. CDOT has worked closely with the Town of Wellington to recognize the need 
and make this a priority for the community.  

In addition to funding by the Town of Wellington, the project is supported by donations from the 
Wellington Colorado Main Streets Program as part of their mission to create a “pedestrian friendly 
downtown” and the Junior Girl Scout Troop 76076 in hopes to bring more awareness and safety to kids 
in Wellington regarding crosswalks as "Agents of Change." 

 
Junior Girl Scout Troop 76076 in front of the new crosswalk sign 

"My little sister was the same age as the little boy who died in Fort Collins.  I don't know what I would do 
without her.  We (my troop) considered a lot of issues like bullying, transportation, and crosswalks.  We 
decided this is what we could do to make change happen right now!" 



Community leaders plan to continue their efforts to educate the community on pedestrian safety and 
how they can be a part of creating a safe environment for residents and visitors to Wellington.  
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