OAHP1403 Official Eligibility Determination

Rev. 9/98 (OAHP use only)
Date Initials
____Determined Eligible - NR
Colorado Cultural Resource Survey ___Determined Not Eligible - NR
____ Determined Eligible - SR
Architectural Inventory Form ___ Determined Not Eligile - SR
(Page 1 of 17) __ NeedData

Contributes to eligible NR District
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l. Identification

1. Resource Number: 5LR14096

2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable

3. County: Larimer
4. City: Wellington
5. Historic Building Name: First Congregational Church of Wellington

Wellington Federated Church
Zions Evangelical Lutheran Church

6. Current Building Name: Wellington Community Church
7. Building Address: 8445 Third Street
Wellington, CO 80549
8. Owner Name & Address: Wellington Community Church
P.O. Box 355

Wellington, CO 80549
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ll. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NE 1/4 ofthe NE 1/4ofthe SW 1/4ofthe NE 1/4 of Section 33
10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499540 Northing: 4506280
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado
Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): Part of Tract 19 Block: Not Applicable
Addition: Wellington Place Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89331-28-945), defined by a

metes and bounds description, includes all of the land and built resources that
are historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

Architectural Description

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Building Plan: Rectangular Plan
Dimensions in Feet: 38" x 68'

Number of Stories: 1

Primary External Wall Material(s): Metal - Steel

Roof Configuration: Cross Gabled Roof

Primary External Roof Material: Composition

Special Features: Stained Glass, Tower, Fence

General Architectural Description: Facing toward the east onto Third Street, this

tall one-story wood frame church building rests upon a combination sandstone
and concrete foundation. It has an essentially rectangular plan with a footprint
of about 38’ x 68’. The exterior walls are finished with metal siding designed to
look like clapboards. Intersecting gables form the main roof, which is finished
with asphalt shingles and shallow boxed eaves. The main entry foyer at the
northeast corner is located in a short square tower with a low-sloped pyramidal
roof. Rising above this roof is a tall slender spire, probably fabricated of metal
and capped by a small cross.
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East (front): The facade faces onto a front yard and Third Street, and holds the
main entrance into the building. This is located at the northeast corner and is
accessed by way of a concrete stoop that includes metal pipe handrails and a
handicap ramp. The entry holds a pair of non-original wood panel doors with
wood trim. Above these is an arched stained glass transom. Rising above the
doorway, a short square tower contains the entry foyer. This is capped by the
spire mentioned above. Horizontal louvered vents are present in the tower’s
upper east and north walls.

The tall wall that forms the front of the sanctuary to the south of the main entry
is dominated by a large Gothic-arched stained glass window with wood trim and
wood framing in the form of a cross. Below this at the northeast corner of the
sanctuary is a small wood framed modern addition that shelters a basement
stairway. The entry is on the north side of the addition, and it has a single-light
fixed window on the east and a catslide (or saltbox) roof.

South (side): This side of the building faces onto a courtyard that occupies the
space between the church and the large multipurpose/education building to the
south (this is described below). There are no entries directly into the historic
church building. Six small windows are found on the basement level. Three of
these are single-light fixed windows with opaque glass. The other three are
two-light sliding windows with metal frames and wood surrounds. On the main
level, the building has three Gothic-arched windows. These have clear glass
storm windows on the exterior with stained glass on the interior, along with the
original wood surrounds. The narrow single window toward the southeast
corner has an operable lower light with stained glass above. To the west of
these are two wider pairs of stained glass windows.

West (rear): The rear wall of the building faces onto a fenced yard, across
which is the parsonage (this is described below). While there are no main floor
entries directly into the historic church, there is what appears to be a bulkhead
door to the basement that has been closed with concrete. Three small two-light
windows with metal frames are present in the raised concrete foundation. On
the main floor are two one-over-one double hung sash windows with wood
frames and old wood screens.

North (side): This side of the building faces onto a side yard and Grant Avenue.
It holds no entries into the church. On the basement level are what seem to be
two small windows that have been sealed closed. The main level has three sets
of Gothic-arched windows with clear exterior glass and stained glass on the
interior. These are set in the original wood surrounds. A single one-over-one
double hung sash window is also present toward the rear of the building.

22. Architectural Style / Building Type: Gothic Revival
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23.

24.

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: The historic church is located on the
southwest corner of Third Street and Grant Avenue. However, together with the
multipurpose/education building to the south and the parsonage to the west, the
site extends from Second Street to Third Street and is several lots deep to the
south from Grant Avenue. The site as a whole is about 100 yards from east to
west, and 78 yards from north to south. Concrete sidewalks run along the three
street frontages. Kentucky bluegrass carpets the ground throughout much of
the northern area of the property surrounding the church and parsonage, and
mature trees are scattered through the site. Much of the southern area of the
property around the multipurpose/education building is occupied by a paved
parking lot. The courtyard south of the historic church is paved with concrete
and holds a single tree. Single-family homes of varying ages surround the
church in all directions.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: In addition to the historic church
described above, the following buildings are found on the site.

Multipurpose/Education Building (1989-1994) — This large two-story building
occupies the south area of the property, faces toward the east, and is attached
to the historic church by a small one-story connector. The connector is set
back toward the church’s rear southwest corner and separates the two
buildings by about thirty feet. For this reason, the building is almost entirely
freestanding rather than being an addition to the church. It has a footprint of
approximately 50’ x 125’ and is much larger than the church in both height and
massing. The building features horizontal siding, a main entry on the east with
a tall cross-shaped window above, pairs of metal-framed sliding windows, and a
front-gabled roof.

Parsonage (1964) — This small one-story wood frame residence is located
across the fenced yard to the west of the historic church. It is a simple Ranch
style building that rests upon a raised concrete foundation and has a footprint
of approximately 35’ x 50’. The home has entries on the east and west, is clad in
horizontal siding, and has a side-gabled roof with wide eaves. The windows are
a combination of fixed, one-over-one double hung sashes, and sliding. A
covered patio and small wood deck are found on the west side.

Garage (1964) — This small one-story wood frame building is located just
northwest of the parsonage. Resting upon a concrete foundation, it has a
square footprint of about 25’ x 25’. Although wide enough for two vehicles, the
building has just a single overhead garage door on the east side. Pedestrian
doors are found on the north and south walls, along with small pairs of sliding
windows on the south and west. The exterior walls are clad with horizontal
siding and the building has a gabled roof with shallow eaves.
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IV. Architectural History

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1905

Source of Information:  “Wellington,” Fort Collins Weekly Courier, 25 January
1905, p. 8

Architect: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable

Builder/Contractor: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable

Original Owner: First Congregational Church of Wellington

Source of Information:  “Wellington,” Fort Collins Weekly Courier, 25 January
1905, p. 8

Construction History: The church was constructed in 1905 and is not known to
have experienced any major alterations or expansions for many years. In 1941,
much of the tall steeple over the main entry was removed after it had been
damaged by lightning. Instead of rebuilding it to its original profile, it was left
truncated. This was modified again in recent years. In 1957-1958, a rear
addition was built onto the west end of the church and a basement was
excavated to provide space for Sunday school classrooms. This resulted in the
slightly raised concrete foundation. In 1964, the parsonage and garage were
added to the site. The large two-story multipurpose/education building, along
with the connector between it and the historic church, was constructed between
1989 and 1994. Additional non-historic changes have been made to the church
that are detailed in the integrity discussion below.

Original Location: Yes

32.
33.

34.

Historical Associations

31.

Original Use(s): Religion - Church
Intermediate Use(s): Not Applicable
Current Use(s): Religion - Church
Site Type(s): Church
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35. Historical background: On 29 June 1904, the Fort Collins Weekly Courier reported
that “the good people of Wellington met at the school house for the purpose of
organizing a church, but as there were members present of too many
denominations and each one wanted it his way, there was no definite action
taken.” Despite the impasse, weekly church services continued to be held in
the recently constructed school, which was located on the west side of Third
Street halfway between Garfield Avenue and Grant Avenue. Toward the end of
September, the Congregationalists met to start a church of their own, which
they launched with twenty-one founding members. They also announced plans
to erect a building north of the school house on the southwest corner of Third
Street and Grant Avenue.

Planning continued through the summer and into the fall. In early November,
the church’s trustees announced that they had reached their fundraising goal of
$3,500 and construction would begin shortly. Of the amount raised, $1,000
came from the Congregational Church Building Society of New York and the
rest was donated by local citizens. Site work commenced during the middle of
the month and the building began to rise from the ground in January 1905.
During the same period, the Methodists were busy erecting their own church on
Third Street south of the school house. The community viewed the two prOJects
as major improvements for the budding town.

Fulfilling a promise made the previous year to donate land to the
Congregational church, in April 1905 the North Poudre Irrigation Company
transferred part of Tract 19 to the Denver-based Colorado Congregational
Association. The following month the land and building were transferred to the
First Congregational Church of Wellington. Pastor Cyril P. Martin was engaged
to serve the community and he arrived in town in time to lead the first service
held in the new building on May 21. He was also publisher of the Wellington
Sun from 1905 to 1907.

Although the church had been completed and in use for a full year, it wasn’t
until early June 1906 that it was formally dedicated. This was because the
trustees had decided to wait until the building was paid off and fully furnished.
Despite stormy weather, the event was well attended by pastors and members
from all of Wellington’s churches, which by that time included the
Congregationalists, Baptists, Methodists and German Congregationalists. Town
founder F. C. Grable was also present, along with dignitaries from other
northern Colorado communities. The attendees raised enough money that
weekend to acquire a bell to be placed in the building’s tower.

While the Congregationalists and Methodists had their own buildings, by late
1906 they were holding joint monthly services. This continued until 1915, when
they began discussing the possibility of consolidation. The cost of employing
separate ministers was straining the church leaders and membership, a problem
common to many small towns of the era.
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In September 1915, the churches announced that they had reached an
agreement. By that time the number of churches in Wellington had grown to
five, three of them English-speaking and the other two German. The Baptists
had declined in number and leased their building to one of the German
congregations. The Congregationalists and Methodists were still in existence,
each employing their own pastor and maintaining their own building. That
September, the three English-speaking churches voted to unite into a single
congregation that would be known as the Wellington Federated Church. Non-
denominational, it would engage a single minister who would receive a
reasonably good salary.

Because the First Congregational Church building was the largest of the
facilities, it became the newly constituted congregation’s home. The Methodist
Church down the block was rented from the Methodists and served as the
Sunday school. In December 1920, ownership of the property at Third and Grant
was formally transferred from the First Congregational Church of Wellington to
the Wellington Federated Church. That same year, the Federated Church
acquired title to the Methodist Church, eliminating the need for rent payments
(the building was demolished in 1929). During the Depression, finances
tightened and the church was forced to shift to a part-time pastor. Desplte the
difficulties of the era, the congregation survived into the 1940s.

The church steeple was rebuilt in 1941 after it had been damaged by lightning.
Rather than returning it to its original height and design, it was shortened
considerably. In 1942, loans that had been secured to purchase the Methodist
Church and cover the minister’s salary were finally paid off. The Wellington
Federated Church sold the property to the Zions Evangelical Lutheran Church in
April 1946. During the 1950s, the building was expanded with a rear addition,
the basement under the sanctuary was excavated to provide classroom space,
and the exterior doors were replaced. The Zions Evangelical Lutheran Church
continued to occupy the site until December 1962, when it sold the property to
the Poudre School District, which appears to have leased it to another church.
The parsonage and detached garage were constructed in 1964.

In March 1975, the property was sold back to its original owner, the North
Poudre Irrigation Company. Evidently in no need of the building, the company
transferred the property that August to the Wellington Federated Church. Five
months later, the church also acquired the 100’ x 300’ lot to the south from the
North Poudre Irrigation Company. During that same decade, changes were
made to the sanctuary interior and the church windows were modified to their
present appearance. This involved removing the original tracery from the
Gothic-arched windows and installing new stained glass. Between 1989 and
1994 the two-story building to the south was constructed, complete with
classrooms, a kitchen, restrooms, an activity room and a gymnasium. Finally, in
2004 the church’s name was changed to the Wellington Community Church.
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36. Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene. History of Wellington, Colorado and the Boxelder Valley,
1864-1996. Fort Collins, CO: Vestige Press, 1996.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.

Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado. Denver, CO: Mountain States
Inspection Bureau, December 1963. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.)

Fort Collins Weekly Courier
“Wellington Department,” 29 June 1904, p. 5.
“Wellington’s Rapid Growth,” 28 September 1904, p. 10.
“Wellington Department,” 5 October 1904, p. 7.
“Wellington Department,” 19 October 1904, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 9 November 1904, p. 6.
“Wellington,” 23 November 1904, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 4 January 1905, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 25 January 1905, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 17 May 1905, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 24 May 1905, p. 8.
“Real Estate Transfers,” 6 December 1905, p. 2.
“From Saturday’s Daily,” 14 March 1906, p. 18.
“Wellington,” 6 June 1906, p. 13.
“Wellington Dedicates Congregational Church,” 6 June 1906, p. 18.
“From Friday’s Daily,” 13 June 1906, p. 4.
“Wellington,” 7 November 1906, p. 11.

Larimer County Assessor, Real Estate Appraisal Records, 8445 Third Street
(parcel #89331-28-945 and #89331-28-046), Wellington, Colorado.

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Part of Tract 19, Wellington Place)

Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to Colorado
Congregational Association, 5 April 1905 (Book 202, Page 28).

Warranty Deed, Colorado Congregational Association to First
Congregational Church of Wellington, 15 May 1905 (Book 201, Page 448).

Warranty Deed, First Congregational Church of Wellington to Wellington
Federated Church, 13 December 1920 (Book 427, Page 378).

Warranty Deed, Wellington Federated Church to Zions Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 17 April 1946 (Book 811, Page 172).

Warranty Deed, Zions Evangelical Lutheran Church to Poudre School
District, 3 December 1962 (Book 1203, Page 269).

Warranty Deed, Poudre School District to North Poudre Irrigation Company,
24 March 1975 (Book 1640, Page 338).



Resource Number: 5LR14096 Address: 8445 Third Street, Wellington, CO

Architectural Inventory Form
(Page 9 of 17)

Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to Wellington Federated
Church, 6 August 1975 (Book 1660, Page 719).

Loveland Daily Herald
“Important If True,” 28 August 1915, p. 2.
“Church May Link Fortunes,” 31 August 1915, p. 1.
“An effort is being made by our sister town...,” 11 September 1915, p. 2.
“Federated Church is Organized,” 18 September 1915, p. 1.

Photograph of Children at the Wellington Federated Church, Collection of the
Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, File #H04268, 1948.

Photograph of Cradle Roll Graduates at the Wellington Federated Church,
Collection of the Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, File #H04230, 1949.

Photograph of Odd Fellows Meeting at Wellington Federated Church, Collection
of the Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, File #H07951, circa 1920.

Photograph of Wellington Federated Church, Collection of the Fort Collins
Museum of Discovery, File #H05675, circa 1950.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1927.

The Wellington & Wellington Sun (Amado Gonzales, editor, “Excerpts from
Microfilm of The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950,”
Published by the Editor, Four Volumes, 1997-2000)
“A new stove has been purchased...,” 21 October 1905.
“Everybody who attended the First Congregational church...,” 2 September
1905.
“At The Churches,” 4 November 1905.
“The First Congregational Church,” 2 June 1906.
“New Officers for Church,” 26 January 1907.
“First Congregational Church — Scene of the Thanksgiving Festivities,” 30
November 1907.
“Founder of the ‘Sun,’ Cyril P. Martin...,” 26 December 1940.
“The Federated Church is losing its Cupola...,” 16 October 1941.

VI. Significance

37. Local landmark designation: None
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history
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39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
X Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
Area(s) of significance: Not Applicable
Period of significance:  Not Applicable
Level of significance: National No State No Local No

Statement of significance: The church on this property was constructed in 1905
and over more than a century has served the Wellington community as the
home of a series of congregations. Between the 1940s and 1990s, the building
and site experienced a variety of alterations that diminished its integrity. At one
time a few decades ago, the property might have been eligible under Criterion C
in relation to its architecture. However, the extensive alterations completed
during the historic and non-historic periods from the 1940s to the 1990s
damaged the appearance of the building, diminishing its ability to clearly
convey its origins and design from the early twentieth century. Due to the fact
that it no longer retains an adequate degree of integrity, the property is not
individually NRHP eligible. However, it might still contribute to a local historic
district if one were to be established in this residential area of Wellington.

Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: The historic church
on this property was constructed in 1905 and appears to have remained
unaltered for the next thirty-six years. Substantial changes have been made to
the exterior since that time. In 1941, the prominent steeple or tower, which rose
high above the sanctuary roof, was rebuilt after having been damaged by
lightning. Rather than return it to its original height and configuration, it was
truncated and remains so today. This has been further altered in recent
decades with additional height and a tall slender spire. Other changes took
place in the 1950s, when the building was expanded with a rear addition, the
basement under the sanctuary was excavated to provide classroom space, and
the exterior doors were replaced. The parsonage and detached garage, both
west of the church, were constructed in 1964. A number of these alterations
took place over fifty years ago and may be considered historic changes.



Resource Number: 5LR14096 Address: 8445 Third Street, Wellington, CO

Architectural Inventory Form
(Page 11 of 17)

| In 1975, the church purchased the adjacent lot to the south, setting off a period
} of major changes to the historic building and site. During that decade,
| alterations were made to the sanctuary interior and the church’s Gothic-arched

windows were modified to their present appearance. This involved removing
\ the original tracery from the windows and installing stained glass and metal-
| framed storm windows. A large wooden cross was built into the prominent
‘ Gothic window on the front of the building. Between 1989 and 1994 the two-
‘ story building to the south was constructed, complete with classrooms, a

kitchen, restrooms, an activity room and a gymnasium. This was attached to
the historic church at its southwest corner with a connector.

Due to the extent of the historic and non-historic changes made to the church
and property, this building no longer retains an adequate degree of integrity.
While the aspects of location, feeling and association are intact, the aspects of
design, setting, materials and workmanship have been substantially diminished.
The building retains much but not all of its original architecture. However, while
it is clearly historic it no longer conveys a reasonably good sense of its origins
and design from the early 1900s. Consequently, this property does not exhibit a
level of integrity that might support individual eligibility for National Register
designation.

VIl. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Eligible

45. Is there National Register district potential? No
Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in this residential area of
Wellington.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

46. If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A

VIll. Recording Information

47. Photograph numbers:  #2682-2722

Negatives filed at: Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522
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48.

49.
50.
51.
52.

53.

Report title:

Date(s):
Recorder(s):

Organization:

Address:

Phone number(s):

Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown Wellington,
Colorado

16 July 2017

Ron Sladek, President

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

970/221-1095
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Site Location Map

USGS Wellington 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map
1960 (revised 1978)
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Site Diagram
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Current Photographs

East Facade of the Church Along Third Street
View to the West

North (side) and West (rear) Walls of the Building
View to the Southeast
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Current Photographs

South (side) and East (front) Walls of the Building

View to the Northwest

View of the H

storic Church and the Multipurpose/Education Building
View to the Northwest
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Current Photographs

View of the Parsonage and Garage West of the Historic Church
View to the Southwest



