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Need Data
Contributes to eligible NR District
Noncontributing to eligible NR District

. ldentification

1. Resource Number: 5LR14032
2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable
3. County: Larimer

4. City: Wellington

5. Historic Building Name:
6. Current Building Name:

7. Building Address:

8. Owner Name & Address:

Hager Harness Shop
Not Applicable

8136 Second St.
Wellington, CO 80549

Albert and Joelle Scott
P.O. Box 1451
Poway, CA 92074



Resource Number: 5LR14032 Address: 8136 Second St., Wellington, CO

Architectural Inventory Form
(Page 2 of 16)

ll. Geographic Information
9. PM. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NE 1/4ofthe NE 1/4 ofthe NW1/40ofthe SE 1/4 of Section 33
10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499480 Northing: 4505840
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado
Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): 13, Less the South 90’ Block: 7
Addition: Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89334-08-013), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

lll. Architectural Description

14. Building Plan: Rectangular Plan
15. Dimensions in Feet: 20" x 40°
16. Number of Stories: 1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s): Brick

18. Roof Configuration: Flat Roof
19. Primary External Roof Material: Unknown
20. Special Features: Fence

21. General Architectural Description: Facing toward the west onto Second Street,
this small masonry commercial building has a rectangular plan with a footprint
of 20’ x 40°. Its walls are constructed of red pressed bricks laid in running bond
coursing with white mortar. The roof is flat and finished with a parapet wall.
Along the north and south sides, the parapet steps downward toward the back
of the building.

West (front): The symmetrical facade is centered on the main entrance, which is
flanked by a wood-framed storefront. A modern door with nine lights occupies
the recessed entry. This is surrounded by side lights and a transom. The
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22.

23.

24.

storefront consists of two pairs of one-over-one double hung sash windows.
Although these are not the original windows, they are set in the original spaces.
Below the windows is a wood kickplate ornamented with a pattern of squares.
The storefront appears to rest upon concrete. A modern full-width canvas
awning with metal supports is present above the storefront. At the top of the
facade is a brick corbel table along with a dogtooth course.

North (side): This side of the building faces onto the unpaved alley. It holds a
pedestrian entry that that is now boarded closed but retains its brick segmental
arch lintel. To the east is a small single-light fixed window set in a wood frame.
This also retains its brick sill and segmental arch lintel.

One other important feature on this side of the building is a painted ghost sign
that is located high on the brick wall toward the front, where it would have been
visible from Cleveland Avenue. Although the uppermost line is no longer
readable, the rest of the faded sign was deciphered and holds the following text:

WELLINGTON

HARNESS STORE
HARNESS COLLARS WHIPS BLANKETS ROBES
AND STRAP WORK

East (rear): The rear of the building faces onto a yard that is bordered by a tall
modern wood privacy fence. Due to the fence, a tree, and a non-historic shed
that is located just behind the building, the rear wall could not be seen.

South (side): This side of the building faces onto a paved parking area and part
of the rear yard. Due to the tall wood privacy fence that extends toward the
south from the building’s midpoint, some features along the wall could not be
fully seen. What was noted is the presence toward the back half of the building
of a pedestrian entry and two small windows.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Early Twentieth Century Commercial

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the east side
of Second Street, along the south side of the unpaved alleyway one-half block
south of Cleveland Avenue. A concrete sidewalk runs in front of the building.
The ground south of the building toward the street is paved with concrete and
serves as off-street parking wide enough for two vehicles. Behind that to the
east is a small fenced yard. Adjacent properties include the historic First
National Bank of Wellington across the alley to the north (5LR797), a single-
family home to the south, and the Wellington Hotel (5L.LR9699) across Second
Street to the northwest.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: A small non-historic shed sits behind
the building.
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IV. Architectural History

25. Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1909

Source of Information: Warranty Deed, Charles E. Brockman to George W.
Hager, 17 March 1909; “Work on the W. G. Hager
building started this week...,” Wellington Sun, 27 March
1909.

26. Architect: Unknown
Source of Information:  Not Applicable

27. Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information: Not Applicable

28. Original Owner: George W. Hager
Source of Information: Warranty Deed, Charles E. Brockman to George W.

Hager, 17 March 1909; “Work on the W. G. Hager
building started this week...,” Wellington Sun, 27 March
1909.

29. Construction History: The small masonry commercial building on this site was
constructed in the spring of 1909 to serve as a harness shop. No major
expansions or alterations appear to have taken place since then, other than
replacement of the storefront windows at an unknown time.

30. Original Location: Yes

V. Historical Associations
31. Original Use(s): Commerce - Specialty Store

32. Intermediate Use(s): Government — Post Office
Commerce — Specialty Store

33. Current Use(s): Vacant / Not in Use

34. Site Type(s): Harness Shop, Post Office, Creamery, Shoe Shop,
Residence
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35. Historical background: In March 1909, Lot 13 was acquired by George W. Hager, a
native of Athol, Worcester County, Massachusetts (born there in 1862). Around
1880, he was employed in a local furniture factory. Five years later, George
appeared in the Colorado census records, living in Weld County and working as
a gardener. By the early 1890s, he had moved to Denver and taken a job as a
salesman for J. H. Blake, a purveyor of teas, coffees and spices. In 1898, he
married Mary Graham and the couple settied in Colorado City on the western
edge of Colorado Springs. There he made a living as a shoemaker. Mary died in
June 1900 and in 1903 George married Katie Casey. The couple moved north to
Fort Lupton, where he presumably continued to work in shoemaking and/or
leather goods.

In his mid-forties, George visited Wellington in March 1909 to explore the
possibility of establishing a harness shop in the growing town. Unable to find
an adequate building to rent, he purchased Lot 13 in Block 7. Construction
began late that month on a one-story masonry commercial building that was
situated in the northern area of the lot. Located one-half block off Cleveland
Avenue, Wellington’s main thoroughfare, and facing west onto Second Street,
this was a convenient location for customers. To promote the shop, George had
a wall sign painted on the upper north wall of the building that was visible from
Cleveland Avenue. This advertised his provision of not only harnesses, but also
horse collars, whips, blankets, robes and related leather strapwork. George
also advertised his shoe repair services.

The Hager Harness Shop continued to operate through 1915, when George’s
health began to fail. That year he came down with what was thought to be some
kind of liver problem. In May, he traveled to Idaho Springs to take the baths,
hoping the mineral water would improve his health. Still ailing, he consulted a
physician in Boulder in early June, expecting that surgery might be necessary.
With his health continuing to decline, George ended up back in Boulder later
that month and died of what appeared to be cancer. In addition to Katie, he was
survived by a son, Harry G. Hager, a resident of Montreal, Canada. He left the
Wellington property to his wife. George was buried in Fairview Cemetery in
Colorado Springs. Katie moved to that city following his death. She died there
in 1919 and was buried next to him.

In December 1917, Katie sold the Wellington property for a nominal amount to
Mary S. Irwin and Mabel Rosencrants. According to the deed, it was transferred
“with love and affection,” suggesting they were either friends or family
members. Two months prior to the sale, Katie Hager leased the building to the
Wellington post office, which remained there for the next eight years. lrwin and
Rosencrants held onto the property until September 1921, when they sold it to
Eva Nicholson. Born in 1857 in Missouri, Nicholson had moved to the Fort
Collins area in 1888 with her husband Thomas. Although they farmed for many
years, in 1920 the couple moved into Fort Collins. Eva never lived in Wellington
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and apparently acquired Lot 13 as an investment. She retained ownership of the
property for a decade and continued to lease the building to the post office until
August 1925, when it moved into the former First National Bank building
(5LR797) across the alley to the north.

A few months after the post office vacated the building, it seems to have been
occupied as a carpentry shop operated by George Gooding Sr. and G. C.
Cannon. How long they remained there is unknown. In September 1929, the
Sunrise Creamery Company of Cheyenne announced that it planned to lease the
building from Eva Nicholson for use as a milk receiving station. The firm was
owned by Floyd Vandewark and Paul Reiser. Floyd and his brother James were
the founders and officers of the Riverside Ice & Storage Company in Fort
Collins, which during the 1910s had launched into the dairy products business.
In the mid-1920s, they acquired the Laramie County Milk Producers Cooperative
Association creamery in Cheyenne. Over the following years, the partners
expanded the operation to regional locations such as Laramie and Wellington.
Paul Reiser served as secretary-treasurer and managed the Cheyenne facility.

The Wellington Creamery, also operating as the Sunrise Creamery, opened for
business in November 1929. A new boiler was installed in the building three
months later, although it is not known if this was used to heat the facility or
pasteurize the milk. Eva Nicholson sold the building in October 1931 to the
Sunrise Creamery Company, which continued to operate the milk depot and
separator plant until it closed in October 1933. This was locally managed by
Ray Meredith. Although the company retained the Wellington property into the
1940s, in April 1939 the building became a shoe shop owned by W. H. Zitlow.
However, the business did not survive and closed later the same year.

In October 1946, the Sunrise Creamery Company sold Lot 13 to Al Groth. Born
in lowa in 1897, Al served in France during World War | and after recovering
from serious illness headed west to Colorado. Through the 1920s and 1930s, he
and his wife Florence homesteaded north of Walden in North Park, Colorado
and then operated a sheep ranch outside of Craig. During the 1930s, Al
operated the Al Groth Rodeo, a circuit operation in which he provided bulls and
bucking horses. In 1942, after recovering from an automobile accident, Al and
Florence moved to Wellington. There he worked as a livestock mineral
salesman and engaged in a number of businesses. He also served as a town
trustee and justice of the peace. Florence taught school there for twenty years.

What the former Hager Harness Shop building was used for during the late
1940s and 1950s is unknown. By the early 1960s, it was occupied as a
residence. The Groth family retained ownership of Lot 13 into the mid-1970s,
although it was divided in 1972 when the northern area containing the historic
commercial building was carved off from the rest of the property.
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36. Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene. History of Wellington, Colorado and the Boxelder Valley,
1864-1996. Fort Collins, CO: Vestige Press, 1996.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.

Burial Record for Eva P. Nicholson, Grandview Cemetery, Fort Collins, CO. Date
of Death: 5 April 1942. Located Online at www.findagrave.com.

Burial Record for George W. Hager, Fairview Cemetery, Colorado Springs, CO.
Date of Death: 1915. Located Online at www.findagrave.com.

Burial Record for Mary F. Hager, Fairview Cemetery, Colorado Springs, CO.
Date of Death: 23 June 1900. Located Online at www.findagrave.com.

Cheyenne City Directories, Listings for Paul C. Reiser, Secretary-Treasurer and
Manager of the Sunrise Creamery, 1931 & 1937.

Colorado Census Records for George W. Hager, 1885 (Weld County, CO).

Colorado Springs Directories, Listings for George W. Hager, Shoemaker, 1902-
1904, 1916-1918 (Katie).

Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: The Gazetteer Publishing
Company, 1912-1932.

Denver City Directory, Listing for George W. Hager, Salesman, 1892.

Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado. Denver, CO: Mountain States
Inspection Bureau, December 1963. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.)

Fort Collins Courier / Fort Collins Express-Courier
“Wellington,” 3 March 1909, p. 13. (Hager looking to open harness shop)
“Real Estate Transfers,” 24 March 1909, p. 9. (transfer of Lot 13, Block 7)
“Wellington,” 10 February 1910, p. 15. (shack removed from property)
“Wellington,” 15 September 1911, p. 4. (sale of harness stock)
“Wellington,” 1 December 1911, p. 4. (Hager plans to move to North Park)
“Wellington,” 7 May 1915, p. 3. (Hager under doctor’s care)
“Wellington,” 28 May 1915, p. 2. (Hager returns from Idaho Springs baths)
“Wellington,” 4 June 1915, p. 5. (Hager seeing specialist in Boulder)
“Geo. W. Hager Dead,” 25 June 1915, p. 6. (death in Boulder)
“Notice to Non-Resident of Probate of Will,” 13 August 1915, p. 4.
“Mrs. Kate Hager of Colorado Springs...,” 7 July 1916, p. 5.
“Pioneer’s Rites Set for Tuesday,” 6 April 1942, p. 2.
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Fort Collins & Larimer County Directories. Fort Collins, CO: Courier Printing &
Publishing Company, 1909-10; Colorado Springs, CO: R. L. Polk Directory
Company, 1917-1933.

Larimer County Assessor, Real Estate Appraisal Records, 8136 Second Street
(parcel #89334-08-013), Wellington, Colorado.

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Lot 13 Less the South 90°, Block 7)

Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to Lewis Secord, 14
February 1905 (Book 202, Page 51).

Warranty Deed, Lewis Secord to Charles E. Brockman, 19 January 1907
(Book 228, Page 36).

Warranty Deed, Charles E. Brockman to George W. Hager, 17 March 1909
(Book, 255, Page 586).

Last Will and Testament, George W. Hager, Leaving Property in Wellington to
His Wife, Katie Hager, 24 May 1915 (Book 335, Page 352).

Executor’'s Deed, Estate of George W. Hager to Katie Hager, 24 September
1917 (Book 359 Page 493).

Warranty Deed, Katie Hager (El Paso County, CO) to Mary S. Irwin (El Paso
County, CO) and Mabel Rosencrants (Dallas, TX), 4 December 1917 (Book
392, Page 499).

Warranty Deed, Mary S. Irwin (Larimer County, CO) and Mabel Rosencrants
(El Paso County, CO) to Eva Nicholson, 9 September 1921 (Book 433,
Page 343).

Warranty Deed, Eva Nicholson to Sunrise Creamery Company, 13 October
1931 (Book 617, Page 170).

Warranty Deed, Sunrise Creamery Company (Wyoming) to Sunrise Creamery
Company, 31 March 1937 (Book 674, Page 335).

Warranty Deed, Sunrise Creamery Company (Laramie, WY) to Al Groth, 30
October 1946 (Book 826, Page 69).

Warranty Deed, Al Groth to Al Groth, Robert Groth and Bernice Sly, 6
September 1972 (Book 1520, Page 83 — lot divided and first mention of
current legal description).

Warranty Deed, Al Groth, Robert Groth and Bernice Sly to Mel and Agnes
Block, 29 September 1975 (Book 1666, Page 213).

Warranty Deed, Mel and Agnes Block to William and Catherine Thompson, 19
August 1977 (Book 1792, Page 838).

Warranty Deed, William and Catherine Thompson to William Luedtke Jr., 28
October 1981 (Book 2140, Page 744).

Marriage Record, George W. Hager and Mary E. Graham, El Paso County,
Colorado, 10 August 1898.

Marriage Record, George W. Hager and Katie Casey, El Paso County, Colorado,
8 July 1903.
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Morris, Andrew J., editor. The History of Larimer County, Colorado, Volume |.
Dallas, TX: Curtis Media Corp., 1985.

Rosenberg, Robert G. of Rosenberg Historical Consultants. Laramie County
Milk Producers Cooperative Association (Sunrise Creamery), 2311 Reed
Avenue, Cheyenne, Wyoming (48LA1418/48LA757). National Register of
Historic Places Nomination, 31 October 2002.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.

Sladek, Ron D. of Tatanka Historical Associates. Historic Preservation Analysis
of Riverside Ice & Storage Company, 222 Laporte Avenue, Fort Collins,
Colorado. Prepared for the City of Fort Collins, 6 August 2009.

United States Federal Census Records for Eva Nicholson, 1920 & 1930 (Fort
Collins, CO).

United States Federal Census Records for Floyd Vandewark, 1930 & 1940 (Fort
Collins, CO).

United States Federal Census Records for George W. Hager, 1880 (Athol, MA),
1900 (Colorado City, CO), 1910 (Wellington, CO).

United States Federal Census Records for Paul C. Reiser, 1930 (Cheyenne, WY).

The Wellington & Wellington Sun (Amado Gonzales, editor, “Excerpts from
Microfilm of The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950,”
Published by the Editor, Four Volumes, 1997-2000)
“Work on the W. G. Hager building started this week...,” 27 March 1909.
“Get your shoes repaired...,” (advertisement) 8 May 1909.
“Postmaster A. Baxter has rented the Hager brick building...,” 25 October
1917.
“Post Office moved to its commodious new quarters...,” 3 September 1925.
“George Goodding, Sr. and G. C. Cannon have opened a carpenter shop...,”
31 December 1925.
“A new milk station by the Sunrise Creamery of Cheyenne...,” 19 September

1929,

“The old post office, now the new creamery...,” 17 October 1929.

“On Saturday, Nov. 18, according to an announcement...,” 14 November
1929,

“A new boiler was installed in the creamery...,” 20 February 1930.
“Milk depot and separator plant to close...,” 28 September 1933.
“Shoe repair shop of W. H. Zitlow moved...,” 27 April 1939.

“The Zitlow shoe repair shop closed...” 23 November 1939.

“Al Groth succeeds Carl Hofferber as town trustee,” 11 October 1945.
“Al Groth is Justice of the Peace in Wellington,” 28 October 1949.
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VI. Significance

37.

38.

39.
40.
41.

42.

Local landmark designation: None
Applicable National Register Criteria:

X A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
Area(s) of significance: Commerce
Period of significance: 1909-1915
Level of signiﬁrcance: National No  State No Local Yes

Statement of significance: The small masonry building on this property was
constructed in 1909 to house the Hager Harness Shop, an important business
that over the following six years provided the community with a range of
products. Although automobiles had been introduced to Wellington over the
previous several years, their number remained small and most town and
country residents still relied on horses. From this building, George W. Hager
provided his customers with custom-made harnesses, as well as horse collars,
whips, blankets, robes and related leather strapwork. Based upon his past work
experience in the field, George also offered shoe repair services. Both of these
involved leatherwork requiring the same types of tools and equipment.

From 1917 to 1925, the building was occupied by the Wellington Post Office. It
then housed the Sunrise Creamery from 1929 to 1933. While these are both
commercial uses of interest, the building’s most significant association with
Wellington’s nascent economy seems to focus upon its early use as the Hager
Harness Shop. Its history over the following decades is not well documented
yet appears to be of little import. Due to the building’s historical association
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with an important type of local business, along with the part it played in the
early twentieth-century commercial history of Wellington, the property is eligible
for the State Register of Historic Properties under Criterion A in the area of
Commerce. Its period of significance under this category runs from 1909
through 1915.

43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: The small masonry
commercial building on this property was constructed in 1909 to house a
harness shop. As its use changed over the following decades, the building
appears to have experienced some alterations to its original architecture. Most
apparent are changes to the storefront windows and main entry door.

The storefront originally held two large four-light fixed windows, one on either
side of the recessed and centered entry. These locations now contain two pairs
of one-over-one double hung sash windows, set in the same wood surrounds as
the originals. The main entry door has been replaced with a modern door with
nine lights. Exactly when these changes took place is unknown, although they
appear to be relatively recent (in the past couple of decades). Other than the
modern canvas awning above, the rest of the storefront closely matches what
can be seen in early photographs of the building. The remaining architectural
features throughout the building seem to be original, including the brickwork,
woodwork, and side entries and windows.

This building retains a reasonably good degree of integrity. The aspects of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association are all
reasonably intact. However, the diminishment of design and materials on the
facade undermine support for NRHP eligibility. The building still clearly
conveys its historic age and use. Overall, it exhibits a level of integrity that
supports eligibility for the State Register of Historic Properties.

VIl. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Eligible
45. Is there National Register district potential? No
Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.
If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

46. If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A
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VIll. Recording Information

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

Photograph numbers:

Negatives filed at:

Report title:

Date(s):
Recorder(s):
Organization:
Address:

Phone number(s):

#1183-1192 & #2214-2216

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown
Colorado

14 May 2017

Ron Sladek, President

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

970/221-1095

Wellington,
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Site Location Map

USGS Wellington 7.5’ Topographic Quadranglie Map
1960 (revised 1978)
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Site Diagram

H
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Current Photographs

West (front) and South (side) Walls of the Building
View to the Northeast

North (side) and West (front) Walls of the Building Along the Alley
View to the Southeast



Resource Number: 5LR14032 Address: 8136 Second St., Wellington, CO

Architectural Inventory Form
(Page 16 of 16)

Current Photographs

North (side) of the Building Along the Alley
View to the South

View of the Ghost Sign on the North Wall of the Building
View to the South



