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l. ldentification

1. Resource Number: 51L.R14029

2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable

3. County: Larimer
4. City: Wellington
5. Historic Building Name: Wellington Elevator
6. Current Building Name: Old Colorado Brewing Company
7. Building Address: 8121 First Street
Wellington, CO 80549
8. Owner Name & Address: East Fork LLC
P.O. Box 1046

Fraser, CO 80442
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ll. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NE 1/4 ofthe NW1/4ofthe NW1/40fthe SE 1/4 of Section 33

10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499304 Northing: 4505773
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado

Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): 8 Block: 9

Also: Vacated McKinley Ave.

Lot(s): 1-9 Block: 10

Addition: Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (#89334-10-008 / #89334-11-001

/ #89334-11-009), defined by a lot and block description, includes all of the land
and built resources that are historically associated with this property and
remain in place there today.

Architectural Description

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Building Plan: Rectangular Plan
Dimensions in Feet: 32" x 170°

Number of Stories: 1-7

Primary External Wall Material(s): Metal

Roof Configuration: Gabled Roof

Primary External Roof Material: Metal

Special Features: Fence

General Architectural Description: Facing toward the east, this commercial grain

elevator rests upon a concrete foundation and has a long rectangular floor plan
running on a north-south axis. It is of wood frame construction, entirely clad in
corrugated metal siding. The building consists of three historic connected
sections of different heights, ages and uses. The northern area is one-story in
height, has a footprint of 34’ x 36’, and was originally built to serve as the
facility’s office and warehouse. It now houses a brewery tasting room.
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The middie section, with a footprint of 32’ x 34’, is the 75'-tall elevator, which
was also original to the site’s development. This now houses brewing tanks
within the lower levels. To the south of that is a long rectangular one-story
warehouse with a footprint of 32° x 100°. This was added to the original
structure at a later date and continues to be used as a warehouse today. The
roof areas are mostly gabled with shallow eaves, and are primarily finished with
metal panels, some corrugated and some standing seam.

North Section (1922): This one-story area of the building has exposed sides on
the east, west and north, while the south wall abuts the adjoining elevator. The
east side holds two pedestrian entries, which are accessible to the public and
are reached by way of a concrete ramp and stairs. The grounds directly east of
the north section hold a modern paved patio used by brewery customers. One
entry on the east wall has a commercial glass door with a metal frame and the
other has a wood panel door with a single light. North of these is a horizontal
single-light fixed window in a wood frame.

The west side faces onto a former rail siding and the entries there are raised
above the ground level. One of these faces south, is located at the top of a
wood stoop, and holds a modern panel door. The other entry is boarded closed
but would have held a freight door. Flanking this are two modern windows,
probably set in early openings. One is a pair of sliding windows and the other is
a one-over-one window. Two basement-level openings in the raised concrete
foundation are boarded closed.

The north side has no entries. Located there are two small modern one-over-
one windows set into larger openings that have been partially closed with
corrugated metal panels. A horizontal board mounted on the gable end wall
holds four electrical insulators.

Elevator Section (1922): This area of the building, with its great height, is
exposed on all sides except where it adjoins the north and south sections on
the main floor. Although it rises to a height of 75, the elevator appears to
contain five levels and is full-width up to the fourth level. Above that, the
building narrows with shed roofs on the north and south to reach the top floor.
This tall headhouse level has a low-sloped gabled roof. Both the shed roofs and
upper roof are finished with what appears to be a rubberized material.

The elevator’s east wall has a single six-light window set slightly off-center on
levels two, three and four. The fifth level has a centered six-over-six double
hung sash window. These appear to be original to the building. A metal ladder
rises up the wall, extending from the second level to the fifth, providing entry
and egress through the top window. Projecting from the main floor on the east
side is an early one-story truck drive-through shed. This has a pedestrian entry
with a metal slab door and a modern two-light sliding window on its east wall.
Its north wall holds a metal overhead shop door.
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22.

23.

The south side of the elevator above the warehouse has no features other than
corrugated metal siding on levels two through four. Just above the shed roof
on level five are two door openings that are closed with metal panels. A single
board projects horizontally from the wall above each opening.

The west side has a pedestrian entry on the main floor that contains a wide
metal-clad door. To the south is a modern one-over-one window set into what
originally appears to have been a larger window space. Below these, the lower
wall contains ghost marks indicating that a loading dock was once located there
along the rail siding. Projecting from the wall above the door is a segmented
metal chute, about ten feet in length, that was used to load grain and beans into
rail cars. The upper area of the wall at the fifth level holds a pair of metal-clad
doors.

The north side above the north section of the building has no features other
than corrugated metal siding on levels two through four. Just above the shed
roof on level five are two metal-clad doors, each with a single boarded light in
the upper half. As on the south wall, a single board projects horlzontally from
the wall above each opening.

South Section (1967): This tall one-story warehouse area of the building has
exposed sides on the east, west and south, while the north wall abuts the
adjoining elevator. The east side is partially obscured from view by the
presence of a free-standing warehouse building to the east. What can be seen
along the east wall is an overhead metal shop door. No other features are
apparent other than the modern metal siding.

The south and west walls appear to hold no entries or windows, and are
characterized by their modern metal siding. A small shed-roof addition projects
from the warehouse’s south wall at its southeast corner. Rising above the
eaves on the west side of the warehouse is a free-standing metal hopper. This
is connected to the warehouse by a metal pipe that runs from the ridgeline to
the top of the hopper.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Commercial

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the west side
of First Street, essentially stretching from vacated McKinley Avenue south to
vacated Roosevelt Avenue. It is also situated along eastern edge of the historic
Colorado & Southern Railroad corridor, which remains active today as the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe. The open area just west of the elevator was once
used as a beet dump. The property was serviced by a rail siding that branched
from the main line to the north, allowing for the transfer of grain and beans into
railcars parked along the west side of the building. The historic elevator facility
on this site occupies the western area of the property. Open areas on the site
are mostly unpaved, including a parking lot northeast of the building.
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24.

The areas surrounding the property are occupied by a historic lumberyard to the
north, industrial-warehouse buildings and another elevator to the south, and
single-family homes to the east across First Street.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects:

Truck Drive-Through Shed (c1960): This largely free-standing building is
located to the south of the early truck drive-through shed that projects from the
east side of the elevator. It is, in essence, an extension of that shed that was
probably constructed to accommodate the longer trucks that were coming into
use. While its east, west and south walls are fully exposed, the building abuts
the south wall of the shed to the north. It also touches the southeast corner of
the central elevator. The building rests upon a concrete pad, is a tall one-story
in height, and has a square footprint of about 18’ x 18’. Corrugated metal panels
cover the walls and gabled roof. The building has an overhead shop door on
the south and a one-over-one window on the east. Inside it holds a winch that
was used to lift trucks up and dump grain and beans into a hopper below the
floor. From there, the products were augered into the elevator.

Southeast Warehouse (2005): This building is located adjacent to the southeast
corner of the south warehouse. Facing toward the north, it rests upon a
concrete pad, has a rectangular footprint of about 32’ x 42°, and is a metal frame
building clad in horizontal standing seam metal siding. An overhead shop door
is located on the north wall. The roof is gabled and also finished with standing
seam metal panels.

IV. Architectural History

25.

26.

27.

28.

Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1922

Source of Information:  “The new elevator is in operation...” Wellington Sun, 12
October 1922

Architect: Unknown

Source of Information: Not Applicable

Builder/Contractor: Unknown

Source of Information: Not Applicable

Original Owner: Colorado Milling & Elevator Company

Source of Information:  Warranty Deed, Northern Colorado Elevator Company to
Colorado Milling & Elevator Company, 1 March 1917
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29.

30.

Construction History: This property was originally developed in 1922, when the
elevator and north office/lwarehouse were constructed. The facility remained
that size until around 1960, when the eastern truck drive-through shed was
extended to the south. In 1967, it was expanded again with construction of the
south warehouse. The detached southeast warehouse building was added to
the property in 2005. Since then, the north office/warehouse area has been
remodeled on the interior to serve as a brewery tasting room and the elevator
has been modified to hold brewing tanks. These changes are not evident on the
exterior. This recent work also included the installation of the patio area and
entry ramp outside of the tasting room.

Original Location: Yes

31.
32.

33.

34.

35.

Historical Associations

Original Use(s): Agriculture / Grain Elevator
Intermediate Use(s): Not Applicable

Current Use(s): Agriculture / Processing
Commerce / Restaurant

Site Type(s): Grain Elevator / Brewery and Tasting Room

Historical background: In July 1916, prominent Fort Collins and Wellington
merchant, farmer and banker Peter Anderson sold vacant lots 1 to 3 in block 10
to the Northern Colorado Elevator Company. Based in Fort Collins, where it was
known as the Fort Collins Milling & Elevator Company, the firm sought to
expand into the Wellington market, allowing wheat farmers to deliver their
harvests to a local mill. The property in downtown Wellington was located
southwest of the intersection of First Street and McKinley Avenue, abutting the
Colorado & Southern Railroad corridor and a Great Western Sugar Company
beet dump on the west. To the north was the Forest Lumber Company. The
firm announced plans to erect a grain elevator there that summer. The building
would be a wooden structure on a concrete foundation, with a capacity to store
and process 25,000 to 30,000 bushels. Despite the company’s plans, no
development occurred there that summer or for the next six years.

In March 1917, the still-vacant property in Wellington was acquired by the
Colorado Milling & Elevator Company, owned by Denver mill magnate John K.
Mullins. It appears that Mullins already controlled the Northern Colorado
Elevator Company and Fort Collins Milling & Elevator Company by that time,
and the Wellington project was treated as an extension of the Fort Collins
facility. Newspaper reports of the era repeatedly mentioned the Fort Collins
company as the parent of the Wellington Mill, although in reality they were all
owned and managed by the Mullins conglomerate.
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John K. Mullins had dominated the grain and flour mill business in eastern
Colorado since the early 1880s and was widely mistrusted by farmers for his
broad market control and price fixing practices. At the same time, his
consolidation of the market helped to stabilize crop prices. Attempting to
assuage the farmers’ concerns, he named each of his small-town mills for their
locations, hoping to create a thinly-veiled perception of local ownership and
operation. In this case, the facility that eventually developed on this site was
designated the Wellington Mill, a name that persisted for many years.

After years of silence regarding the property’s future, news cropped up again in
May 1922, when area newspapers reported that plans had emerged for the
construction of an elevator capable of handling 20,000 bushels. The facility
would be located on lots 1-3, served by a rail siding that would extend along the
west side of the property. Plans called for the building to be erected that
summer in time to handle the coming grain crop. During the first week of June
the concrete foundation was poured and over the following two months a crew
of fourteen men erected the 75’-tall stacked-plank elevator along with the
adjoining office/warehouse building to the north.

As the project extended into September, the men began installing the
corrugated metal siding on the building’s exterior. This work was delayed
because the railcar transporting the siding to the site had been lost for some
time. Equipment was also installed inside the building to handle the cleaning
and processing of grain. With that and the other development work complete,
including extension of the rail siding, the mill opened for business in October
1922 under the management of James M. Brunton. The facility was initially
designed to handle the processing of wheat that was transported to regional
flour mills, including the mill in Fort Collins. Over time, additional equipment
was installed that allowed for the processing of beans. Livestock feed products
were also processed, including oats for horses and ground corn that supported
the substantial northern Colorado sheep industry.

Over the following decades, the mill was successively managed by M. Hedges,
A. M. Pelier, Fred Marsh, George W. Stimits, Paul Latimer, Ed Keiler and Jack
Rowland. In 1948 and 1951, the Colorado Milling & Elevator Company expanded
the elevator property by acquiring lots 4 to 9 to the south. These purchases,
along with the subsequent acquisition of space to the north, expanded the site
to its current size and configuration. Following World War ll, the facility became
known to locals as the Denver Elevator. By the early 1960s it was operating as
Ranch-Way Feeds, presumably under the management of the firm by the same
name in Fort Collins. The north office/warehouse was used during this period
for grain transactions and to handle the sale of seeds, feed and fertilizers.

The property was sold in 1965 to Lawrence V. Heiden, who continued to operate
the facility into the 1980s under the name Heiden’s Feed & Grain. The year after
he acquired the elevator, Heiden replaced its original 9’ x 18’ truck scale with a
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36.

new 10’ x 70’ Fairbanks Morse 50-ton scale. This remains there today and is in
use as the brewery tasting room patio. Heiden also installed a bean scalper that
is believed to remain in the building. The elevator was enlarged in 1967 with
construction of the south warehouse. Between about 1988 and 1998, the
elevator was operated as a pinto bean processing facility by Richard Seaworth,
owner of Seaworth Agricultural Enterprises. In recent years, the facility has
become the home of the Old Colorado Brewing Company, which operates it as a
brewery and tasting room.

Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene and Kathryn Stieben. The History of Larimer County,
Colorado. Dallas, TX: Curtis Media Corporation, 1987.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.

Christensen, Kris. Eastern Plains and Front Range Grain Elevators of Colorado.
Reconnaissance Report and Historic Context. Prepared by the University of
Colorado, Denver, Center of Preservation Research, College of Architecture
and Planning, June 2009.

Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: The Gazetteer Publishing
Company, 1924-1941 / Colorado Springs and Loveland, CO: Rocky Mountain
Directory Company, 1950-1956.

Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado. Denver, CO: Mountain States
Inspection Bureau, December 1963. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.)

Fort Collins & Larimer County Directories. Fort Collins, CO: The Courier
Printing & Publishing Company / Colorado Springs, CO: R. L. Polk &
Company, 1925-1936.

Fort Collins Courier
“Elevator to be Erected to Handle Large Amount of Grain in that District,” 14
July 1916, p. 7.
“Milling Co. Takes Over Elevators and Mills,” 23 March 1917, p. 6.
“Grain Elevator for Wellington,” 22 May 1922, p. 5.
“Personals,” 8 July 1922, p. 2.
“Personals,” 29 July 1922, p. 5.

Fort Collins Area Telephone Directories. Mountain States Telephone &
Telegraph Company, 1927-1960.

Larimer County Assessor, Real Estate Appraisal Records, 8121 First Street,
Wellington, Colorado (parcel #89334-10-008 / #89334-11-001 / #89334-11-009).
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Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Lots 1-9, Block 10, Also Vacated
Portions of McKinley Avenue and Roosevelt Avenue)
Warranty Deed (Lots 1-3), Peter Anderson to Northern Colorado Elevator
Company, 3 July 1916 (Book 339, Page 142).
Warranty Deed (Lots 1-3), Northern Colorado Elevator Company to Colorado
Milling & Elevator Company, 1 March 1917 (Book 353, Page 28).
Warranty Deed (Lots 4-6 and 8-9), W. P. Latimer to Colorado Milling &
Elevator Company, 30 November 1948 (Book 865, Page 214).
Warranty Deed (Lot 7), Marie Mair to Colorado Milling & Elevator Company,
26 July 1951 (Book 917, Page 137).
Warranty Deed (Lots 1-9), Colorado Milling & Elevator Company to Lawrence
V. Heiden, 1 September 1965 (Book 1306, Page 61).
Personal Representative’s Deed (Lots 1-7), Estate of Lawrence V. Heiden to
Wayne H. Roth and Ernest L. Wimmer, 20 March 1987 (Reception
#19870016190).

Morris, Andrew J., editor. The History of Larimer County, Colorado. Dallas, TX:
Curtis Media Corp., 1985.

Photograph of the Wellington Elevator, Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, circa
early 1980s (#H14,086).

Reich, William L. Colorado Industries of the Past. Boulder, CO: Johnson
Books, 2008.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.

Seaworth, Richard. Owner of Seaworth Agricultural Enterprises. Telephone
Interview with Ron Sladek, Conducted on 6 December 2017.

Wellington, Colorado 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map, US Geological Survey
(1960, photorevised 1978).

The Wellington / Wellington Sun (Amado Gonzales, “Excerpts from Microfilm of
The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950,” Published by the
Editor, Four Volumes, 1997-2000)

“The Fort Collins Milling & Elevator buys lots...,” 13 July 1916.

“Work on the new grain elevator is expected to start...,” 20 July 1916.

“A new elevator will be built on the lots...,” 18 May 1922.

“The foundation for the new wooden elevator was laid...,” 8 June 1922.

“The new (Wellington) elevator being built...,” 20 July 1922,

“A force of workmen is engaged this week...,” 14 September 1922.

“The new elevator is in operation...” 12 October 1922.
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VI. Significance

37.

38.

39.
40.
41.

42.

Local landmark designation: None
Applicable National Register Criteria:

X A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

X C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
Area(s) of significance: Commerce, Industry, Architecture
Period of significance: 1922-1967
Level of significance: National No  State No Local Yes

Statement of significance: This property was originally developed in 1922 with the
northern portion of the elevator facility constructed at that time. The building
was expanded in 1967 when the south warehouse was constructed. What is
standing there today clearly represents the entire span of its development and
operation between these two bookend years. Due to its association with the
development of commerce and industry in the Wellington area in the early
twentieth century, the facility is eligible for the NRHP on the local level under
Criterion A.

Throughout its historic period, the facility supported Wellington area farmers,
allowing them to transport their harvests to a local mill and sell them for cash.
This in turn supported town development and the local commercial economy as
the farmers then had funds to purchase goods and services. For decades, the
mill processed crops such as wheat, oats and beans prior to shipping them by
rail to other mills for further processing and to food distributors. Some of the
products, such as oats, were processed locally and then sold back to area
farmers as livestock feed. Part of John K. Mullen’s Denver-based Colorado
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43.

Milling & Elevator Company empire, the Wellington Elevator certainly played a
role in the parent firm’s ongoing development and is representative of its
presence in the small agricultural towns of eastern Colorado.

The Wellington Elevator is also eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C on the
local level in the area of Architecture as a good example of elevator
construction dating from the early to middle decades of the twentieth century.
The original developer and subsequent owners employed the use of balloon
framing combined with stacked plank construction, all clad in fireproof
corrugated metal siding. These features remain there today. The 75’-tall
elevator instantly became a geographic landmark for Wellington and remains so
today. For small agricultural towns, the presence of a tall elevator structure that
can be seen for miles around was a source of pride in community. Because it
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period and method of
construction, and represents a significant and distinguishable entity, the
Wellington Elevator is NRHP eligible.

Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: The northern
portion of the building that is currently found on this property was developed in
1922 with the office/lwarehouse and tall elevator constructed at that time.
Sometime early in its history, the small truck drive-through on the east side of
the elevator was added. This was expanded to the south, most likely during the
post-World War Il era and possibly as late as around 1960. In 1967, the facility
was expanded with construction of the south warehouse. The last major project
involved construction of the detached warehouse building off the south
warehouse’s southeast corner in 2005.

In recent years, the facility ceased to be used for elevator purposes and was
converted into a brewery, essentially a food products factory that is also directly
associated with agriculture. Conversion of the historic building included
remodeling of the north office/warehouse into a tasting room and the
installation of tanks and other brewing equipment inside the former elevator.
Most of this work is hidden from view inside the building. On the exterior, the
most evident changes have involved replacement of some windows and doors,
along with the installation of a ramp in front of the tasting room. Two new steel
hoppers have been placed on the east side of the south warehouse.

Although this elevator facility has experienced a few alterations in recent years
associated with a compatible change in use, the building continues to exhibit
and convey its historic appearance and use dating from the period between
1922 and 1967. The changes that have been made to the facility, both historic
and recent, also reflect the fact that elevators typically expanded and changed
over time to survive financially and meet market demands. This is discussed in
Kris Christensen’s 2009 historic context titled Eastern Plains and Front Range
Grain Elevators of Colorado. In her discussion of integrity, Christensen
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stressed that the evaluation of elevators should be flexible as long as the
original or historic elevator is largely intact. In this case, the aspects of
location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, association and feeling are all
either wholly intact or minimally diminished. Consequently, this property is
determined to exhibit a level of integrity that would support eligibility for
National Register designation.

VIi. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Eligible

45.

Is there National Register district potential? No

Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

46. If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A

VIill. Recording Information

47. Photograph numbers:  #3061-3102

48.

49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

Negatives filed at: Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

Report title: Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown Wellington,
Colorado

Date(s): 23 July 2017

Recorder(s): Ron Sladek, President

Organization: Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.

Address: P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

Phone number(s): 970/221-1095
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Site Location Map

USGS Wellington 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map
1960 (revised 1978)
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Current Photographs

East Side of the Wellington Elevator
View to the Southwest

East Side of the Wellington Elevator
View to the Northwest
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Current Photographs

West Side of the Wellington Elevator
View to the Northeast

West Side of the Wellington Elevator
View to the Southeast



