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Contributes to eligible NR District
Noncontributing to eligible NR District

l. ldentification

1. Resource Number: 5LR14022

2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable

3. County: Larimer

4. City: Wellington

5. Historic Building Name: Dr. William E. Miller Clinic

6. Current Building Name: Not Applicable

7. Building Address: 3804 Cleveland Avenue
Wellington, CO 80549

8. Owner Name & Address: Rolf Properties LLC
1524 Rolf Ct.

Fort Collins, CO 80525
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ll. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
SW 1/4 of the SW 1/4 ofthe SE 1/4ofthe NE 1/4 of Section 33

10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499595 Northing: 4505918
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado

Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): 9-11 Block: 3

Addition:  Miller’s Addition Year of Addition: 1905
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89331-41-909), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

Architectural Description

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Building Plan: Rectangular Plan

Dimensions in Feet: 26" x 33’

Number of Stories: 1

Primary External Wall Material(s): Wood — Horizontal Siding

Roof Configuration: Hipped Roof

Primary External Roof Material: Composition

Special Features: Porch, Fence

General Architectural Description: Facing toward the south onto Cleveland

Avenue, this small one-story wood frame residence has a rectangular footprint
of 26’ x 33’. It rests upon a stone foundation that has been thinly encased in
concrete. The exterior walls are clad in wide clapboard siding. The hipped roof
is finished with asphalt shingles and boxed eaves.

South (front): The facade faces onto a fenced and landscaped front yard, with
Cleveland Avenue beyond. It holds the main entrance, which is accessed by
way of concrete steps that rise to a porch. The open porch covers about three-
quarters of the fagade and has a raised concrete floor, square posts, open rails,
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22.

23.

24.

and a low-sloped hip roof. Centered on the wall is the entry, which contains a
modern glass storm door and what appears to be a modern panel door.
Flanking the entry are two one-over-one double hung sash windows.

West (side): This side of the building faces onto a side yard and has no entries.
Two one-over-one double hung sash windows are present along the wall.

North (rear): The rear wall of the building faces onto a small fenced back yard,
across which is the detached garage. A modern panel door with a fan light
occupies the rear entrance. Also present are two one-over-one double hung
sash windows. The rear of the building is formed by an early, if not original, full
width addition with a shed roof and wood siding.

East (side): This side of the building faces onto a side yard and an adjacent
commercial parking lot. The only features along the wall are two one-over-one
double hung sash windows.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Classic Cottage

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: The residence on this property is
surrounded by small, minimally landscaped yard areas that are planted with
grass and a few shrubs and trees. A chain link fence surrounds the front yard
and the back yard is enclosed with a wood privacy fence. A concrete walk runs
up to the front porch from the sidewalk along Cleveland Avenue. Because
Cleveland Avenue is Wellington’s main commercial street, this home is one of
about half a dozen residences that remain along the thoroughfare. Behind the
house to the north is the town park.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects:

Detached Garage (1991) — This building occupies the northeast corner of the
property and is accessed from the alley. Facing toward the west-northwest, it
rests upon a concrete foundation and has a footprint of 24’ x 24’. The wood
frame building is large enough to hold two vehicles and has a double wide
overhead door on the west side. The north and east walls hold no features
other than the building’s wood siding. It presumably has a pedestrian entry on
the south close to the house, aithough this could not be seen. The building has
a gabled roof finished with asphalt shingles.

Shed (circa 1990) — This small building is located on the western edge of the
property, northwest of the house. Facing toward the east, it is a wood frame
structure with a footprint of approximately 6’ x 9°. The walls are clad in wood
panels with battens, and the building has a shed roof with boxed eaves. There
are no windows and the only entrance is on the east.
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IV. Architectural History

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1804

Source of Information:  “Wellington,” Fort Collins Weekly Courier, 9 November
1904, p. 6

Architect: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable
Builder/Contractor: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable
Original Owner: Dr. William E. Miller

Source of Information:  “Wellington,” Fort Collins Weekly Courier, 9 November
1904, p. 6 ~

Construction History: The single-family home on this property was constructed in
1904. No changes are known to have taken place there through the 1980s. In
late 1991, the detached garage was constructed north of the house. The house
was resided at that time to match the garage exterior. Storm windows were also
installed. ~ Sometime since then, it appears that the front porch was
reconstructed and new doors placed on the house.

Original Location: Yes

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Historical Associations

Original Use(s): Health Care — Clinic

Intermediate Use(s): Domestic — Single Dwelling

Current Use(s): Domestic — Single Dwelling

Site Type(s): Medical Clinic, Single-Family Home

Historical background: In November 1903, Dr. William E. Miller of Kansas and his
brother J. J. Miller, a druggist from Hanover, lllinois, purchased a 180-acre tract
of agricultural land over two miles east of Wellington with plans to move to the
area in the spring. Born in lllinois in January 1860, Dr. Miller graduated in 1891
from Ensworth Medical College in St. Joseph, Missouri. He then settled in
eastern Kansas, where he practiced medicine in the small towns of Atchison
and Doniphan counties. Around 1900, Dr. Miller was residing in Muscotah,
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Kansas on the southern edge of the Kickapoo Indian reservation with his wife
Georgiana (Anna) and their daughter Josephine. They soon had another child
named George. By 1904, Dr. Miller was licensed to practice medicine in both
Kansas and Colorado.

While J. J. settled on the farm outside town, Dr. Miller decided to reside closer
to Wellington. In January 1904, he paid $500 to the Fort Collins Development
Railway Company for Lot 30 in Wellington Place. At that time, Lot 30 was an
undeveloped 9.8-acre tract of land located adjacent to the northeast edge of the
original Wellington townsite, essentially occupying the area northeast of Third
Street and Cleveland Avenue. Although Dr. Miller’s wife and children arrived in
late March, work did not begin on their home until June. Early that month,
Wellington contractor L. H. Long began constructing a residence and barn for
the Miller family, and these were finished in August. These appear to have been
located on a corner at what soon became the intersection of Fifth Street and
Garfield Avenue." Dr. Miller also planted numerous fruit trees on Lot 30 to
beautify the site and develop a cash crop.

While the building at Third and Cleveland exhibits the form of a house, it
appears to have been developed to serve as a medical clinic. According to the
Larimer County Assessor, it was constructed in 1903, yet this appears to be
incorrect. Soon after his arrival in 1904, Dr. Miller began regularly advertising
his medical and surgical services in the Fort Collins newspaper, which also
covered the Wellington community. For the time being, he saw patients in an
office established in his home at Fifth and Garfield, although he began
contemplating the construction of a clinic in town.

By November 1904, Miller had his clinic under development on the north side of
Cleveland Avenue. Once it was completed, he saw patients there and made
house calls in town and throughout the countryside. According to the 1909
Sanborn Fire Insurance map, the house at Third and Cleveland included a small
horse barn to the north that faced onto Third Street. Miller would have required
a shelter for not only a horse, but also his buggy and then an early automobile.

In June 1905, Dr. Miller filed a plat with Larimer County for the establishment of
Miller's Addition to the Town of Wellington. He divided Lot 30 into four blocks
divided by streets and alleys. The blocks were then subdivided into nhumerous
lots that were placed on the market. The building at Third and Cleveland was
located on Block 3, and Dr. Miller retained ownership of the entire property. The
first residential lots in Miller’'s Addition were sold to building contractor H. M.

' The Fort Collins Weekly Courier wrote on 13 July 1904 that Dr. Miller had the frame of his new home secured to
its stone foundation with long iron bolts to avoid damage that might be caused by the area’s periodically high winds.
Future inspection of the house at Third and Cleveland may reveal whether such bolts are present. If they are, then
this is the house constructed for the Miller family in 1904 and the history of the property should be reevaluated. in
March 1909, the Wellingfon Sun mentioned that the Miller House had recently been turned into a hospital,
specifically stating that it was located at Fifth and Garfield, not at Third and Cleveiand.
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McGrew that same month and Miller's Addition began to grow with commercial
uses along Cleveland Avenue and homes to the north.

In July 1905, Dr. Miller was appointed to a three-person committee tasked with
exploring Wellington’s becoming an incorporated town. This resulted in the
drafting of a petition signed by thirty-five of the community’s property owners
requesting that Larimer County consider its incorporation. With the blessing of
the county commissioners, the question was put to a vote of the citizens of
Wellington in late October and received a unanimous vote of approval. Dr.
Miller continued to sell properties and tended to the community’s health needs
for five more years. Suffering from kidney problems and appendicitis, he died in
the Fort Collins hospital on 19 August 1910 following surgery. Dr. Miller’s
remains were sent to Muscotah, Kansas for burial.

Following Dr. Miller’s death, and certainly by the mid-1910s, the building at Third
and Cleveland was rented to tenants. By 1916, the Wellington Sun newspaper
was referring to it as the former “Miller Cottage.” In November 1919, all of Block
3 in Miller's Addition was sold by Dr. Miller's estate to John M. Patterson. Born
in lowa around 1849, John had settled in Wellington by 1910 and was employed
there as a real estate agent and property investor. Between the late 1910s and
early 1920s, he served the community as justice of the peace. John and his wife
did not live in the former Miller house, but may have rented it out. He held onto
the property for just fifteen months before selling it to a new owner.

In February 1921, John Patterson sold Lots 6-14 in Block 3 to Gilbert Lathrop.
These lots were adjacent to one another both north and south of the alley and
included the Miller House in their southwest corner. Born in 1860 in Bonpas
Township, lllinois, Gilbert and his wife Harriet farmed there into the 1910s. By
1920, they had moved west to join their son Glenn and his family in Wellington.
Gilbert became a partner in Glenn’s agricultural contracting business through
which they purchased, harvested and baled hay. After purchasing the house at
Third and Cleveland in early 1921, they occupied the property for the next two
years. In May 1923, Gilbert and Harriet left for a visit with their daughter in
lllinois and he never returned to Wellington. He died in Bonpas Township in
September 1924 and is presumably buried there. Their home in Wellington was
rented to Strawn Armstrong, who had just arrived in town and purchased a store
that he named Wellington Hardware.

In his last will and testament written in May 1924, Gilbert Lathrop left his estate
to Harriet. Included among his assets were the house and lots in downtown
Wellington. Harriet held onto the property until June 1926, when she sold Lots
9-14 to Arthur J. Piatt and James D. Gault, each of whom acquired a one-half
interest. The sale may have involved a trade for agricultural acreage outside of
town. Piatt, a prominent local merchant, and Gault, a rancher northwest of
Wellington, seem to have purchased the property as an investment.
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36.

Arthur Piatt held onto his one-half interest in the property until March 1927,
when he sold it to Peter T. Alcorn, a Wellington rancher, laborer, and ditch rider.
Alcorn’s ranch was south of Wellington, and it is unknown if his family occupied
the house in town. Exactly five years later, in March 1932, he sold his partial
ownership to James D. Gault, who then acquired all of Lots 9-14. In January
1935, two months before his death, James sold the property to his son, James
W. Gault, who went by the name Wilbur. Born in the Fort Collins area in 1885,
Wilbur was raised on his family’s Wellington ranch and in 1919 acquired a farm
of his own northwest of Windsor. He remained there the rest of his life and
never live in Wellington again. Around the mid-1930s, the house at Third and
Cleveland was occupied by Chett Mallett, along with his wife and their six
children. Who lived there between the late 1930s and early 1940s is unknown.

Between March and May of 1944, Wilbur Gault relinquished his ownership of
Lots 9-14 in downtown Wellington, all of which fronted onto Cleveland Avenue.
He first transferred lots 11-14 to Larimer County in March, probably as payment
for past due property taxes. These lots presumably did not include the house at
Third and Cleveland but were adjacent to the east (however, according to the
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, the house does straddle Lots 10 and 11). In May,
he transferred Lots 9-10 with the house to Jonah and Alleghany Eatmon (their
first names were spelled in various ways), who appear to have been living there
since 1942. Also that month, Jonah and Alleghany acquired Lots 11-14 from the
county, consolidating their ownership.

Born in 1880 in North Carolina, Jonah married Alleghany in 1900 and the couple
settled on a farm in Madison County. They moved to Wellington in the early
1920s, where they established a family farm. The 1940 federal census recorded
them on their farm, although within two years Jonah had taken a job as
Wellington town marshal. In July 1948, they transferred Lots 9-14 to their
daughter Geneva, who was about nineteen years old at the time. She then
transferred it back to her parents in February 1953. Alleghany died on 3
September 1969 and in her last will and testament left her share of the property
to Jonah. However, he died just five days later. In August 1970, Lots 9-14 were
sold by the estate of Jonah Eatmon to Nettie Agnes and Otto Block, who resided
in Fort Collins. The property continued to consist of Lots 9-14 until 1984, when
it was reduced to Lots 9-11 that contain the house.

Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene. History of Wellington, Colorado and the Boxelder Valley,
1864-1996. Fort Collins, CO: Vestige Press, 1996.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.



Resource Number: 5LR14022 Address: 3804 Cleveland Avenue, Wellington, CO

Architectural Inventory Form
(Page 8 of 16)

Building Permit Issued by the Town of Wellington for Garage Construction,
Residing of the House, and the Installation of Storm Windows at 3804
Cleveland Avenue, 15 October 1991.

Burial Record for James Douglass Gault, Grandview Cemetery, Fort Collins, CO,
Date of Death: 7 March 1935.

Burial Record for James Wilbur Gault, Grandview Cemetery, Fort Collins, CO,
Date of Death: 28 April 1964.

Burial Records for Jonah and Alleghany (Aligany) Eatmon, Highland Cemetery,
Wellington, CO, Date of Death for Both: 1969.

Death Record for Gilbert Lathrop of Bonpas Township, lilinois, lllinois Deaths
and Stillbirths Index, Death Date 7 September 1924.

Draft Registration Record for Jonah Eatmon of Wellington, Colorado, 1942.
Fort Collins and Larimer County Directories, 1904-1931.

Fort Collins and Wellington Telephone Directories, Mountain States Telephone
and Telegraph Company, 1927-1955.

Fort Collins Weekly Courier
“City and Country,” 18 November 1903, p. 5.
“Wellington,” 2 March 1904, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 23 March 1904, p. 8.
“W. E. Miller, M. D.,” (advertisement) 23 March 190, p. 8.
“Real Estate Transfers,” 30 March 1904, p. 10.
“Wellington Department,” 22 June 1904, p. 5.
“Wellington Department,” 29 June 1904, p. 5.
“City and Country,” 6 July 1904, p. 6.
“Wellington Department,” 13 July 1904, p. 5.
“Wellington Department,” 10 August 1904, p. 5.
“Wellington,” 9 November 1904, p. 6.
“Wellington,” 10 May 1905, p. 8.
“Today’s News,” 21 June 1905, p. 11.
“Wellington,” 25 August 1910, p. 12.
“Colorado State News,” 24 October 1921, p. 5.
“Officials Named for Positions,” 8 February 1922, p. 1.
“Wellington News,” 28 December 1922, p. 2.
“Wellington News,” 10 March 1923, p. 2.
“Denver Man Purchases Cash Store,” 7 May 1923, p. 2.
“Wellington News,” 7 May 1923, p. 6.
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Greeley Daily Tribune
“Wilbur Gault of Windsor Dies Tuesday,” 29 April 1964, p. 20.

Larimer County Assessor, Real Estate Appraisal Records, 3804 Cleveland
Avenue (parcel #89331-41-009), Wellington, Colorado.

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Lots 9-11, Block 3, Miller’s Addition)

Warranty Deed (Lot 30, Wellington Place), Fort Collins Development Railway
Company to William E. Miller, 29 January 1904 (Book 162, Page 140)

Decree for Sale of Real Estate (All of Block 3, Miller's Addition), Estate of
William E. Miller to J. M. Patterson, 17 November 1919 (Book 390, Page 49)

Warranty Deed (Lots 6-14, Block 3, Miller's Addition), J. M. Patterson to
Gilbert Lathrop, 18 February 1921 (Book 412, Page 539)

Last Will and Testament, Gilbert Lathrop to Harriet M. Lathrop, 28 May 1924
(Book 505, Page 233)

Warranty Deed (Lots 9-14, Block 3, Miller’s Addition), Harriet M. Lathrop to
Arthur J. Piatt and James D. Gault, 7 June 1926 (Book 511, Page 505)

Warranty Deed (% Interest in Lots 9-14), Arthur J. Piatt to Peter T. Alcorn, 29
March 1927 (Book 534, Page 475)

Quit Claim Deed ("2 Interest in Lots 9-14), Peter T. Alcorn to James D. Gault 7
March 1932 (Book 572, Page 411)

Warranty Deed (Lots 9-14), James D. Gault to James W. Gault, 25 January
1935 (Book 639, Page 141)

Quit Claim Deed (Lots 11-14), James W. Gault to Larimer County, 25 March
1944 (Book 767, p. 52)

Quit Claim Deed (Lots 9-10), James W. Gault to Jonas and Alleghany Eatmon,
15 May 1944 (Book 771, Page 318)

Quit Claim Deed (Lots 11-14), Larimer County to Jonas and Alleghany
Eatmon, 17 May 1944 (Book 771, Page 319)

Warranty Deed (Lots 9-14), Jonas J. and Alleghany Eatmon to Geneva
Eatmon, 22 July 1948 (Book 859, Page 112)

Warranty Deed (Lots 9-14), Geneva Eatmon to Jonas J. and Alleghany
Eatmon, 4 February 1953 (Book 943, Page 537)

Last Will and Testament, Alaganne (sic) Eatmon to Jonah (sic) J. Eatmon,
July 1969 (Book 1449, Page 42)

Executor’'s Deed (Lots 9-14), Estate of Jonah J. Eatmon to N. Agnes Block
and Otto Block, 6 August 1970 (Book 1440, Page 376)

Plat of Miller’'s Addition to Wellington, Upon Lot No. 30, Wellington Place, 6 June
1905.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.

US Census Records for Gilbert Lathrop, 1910 (Bonpas Township, IL) and 1920
(Wellington, CO).
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US Census Records for Geneva Eatmon, 1930 and 1940 (Wellington, CO).

US Census Records for James D. Gault, 1920 and 1930 (Wellington, CO).

US Census Records for James W. Gault, 1930 (Windsor Area, Weld County, CO).
US Census Records for John M. Patterson, 1910 and 1920 (Wellington, CO).

US Census Records for Jonah and Alleghany Eatmon, 1920 (Madison County,
NC); 1930 and 1940 (Wellington, CO).

US Census Records for Peter T. Alcorn, 1930 (Wellington, CO).

US Census Records for William E. Miller, 1900 (Muscotah, KS) and 1910
(Wellington, CO).

The Wellington & Wellington Sun (Amado Gonzales, editor, “Excerpts from
Microfilm of The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers 1905-1950,”
Published by the Editor, Four Volumes, 1997-2000)

“W. E. Miller, M. D.,” (advertisement) 8 July 1905.

“The First Town Meeting,” 8 July 1905.

“Dr. W. E. Miller was at the county seat...,” 8 July 1905.

“The Incorporation,” 15 July 1905, p. 1.

“Silbert Hagans has rented the Miller Cottage...,” 6 April 1916.

“Mr. & Mrs. Chet Mallett...,” 13 June 1935.

“Marshal Jonah Eatmon has bought the old Dr. Miller property...,” 23 July

1942.

VI. Significance
37. Local landmark designation: None
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory
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39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
X Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
Area(s) of significance: Not Applicable
Period of significance:  Not Applicable
Level of significance: National No  State No Local No

Statement of significance: The house on this property appears to have been
constructed in 1904 to serve as a medical clinic operated by Dr. William E.
Miller, a prominent physician, developer and town founder. Following his death
in 1910, the building served as a single-family home for the rest of the century.
Since the early 1990s, the building and site have experienced alterations that
diminished their integrity. The property might have once been eligible under
Criterion A for its association with Dr. Miller’s medical practice and under
Criterion C in relation to its architecture. However, the extent of alterations
completed during the non-historic period has diminished the home’s
appearance, damaging its ability to clearly convey its origins and design from
the early twentieth century. Due to the fact that it no longer retains an adequate
degree of integrity, the property is not individually NRHP eligible.

Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: The historic building
on this property appears to have been constructed in 1904 and seems have
remained largely unaltered through the 1980s. Substantial changes have been
made to the exterior since that time. In late 1991, the detached garage was
constructed north of the house to replace a much smaller wood frame garage
that was located there. The house was completely resided at that time to match
the new garage exterior. Storm windows were also installed. Sometime since
then, it appears that the front porch was reconstructed and new doors placed on
the house.

Due to the extent of non-historic changes made to the house and property, it no
longer retains an adequate degree of integrity. While the aspects of location
and association are intact, the aspects of design, setting, materials,
workmanship and feeling have been diminished. The residence retains some
but not all of its original architecture and the property has been changed
through the addition of the modern detached garage that is clearly visible from
the front of the home. While the house still appears as historic, it no longer
conveys a reasonably good sense of its origins and design from the early 1900s.
Consequently, this property does not exhibit a level of integrity that might
support individual eligibility for National Register designation.
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Vil. National Register Eligibility Assessment
44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Eligible

45. Is there National Register district potential? No
Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in this area of Wellington.
If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

46. If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A

VIll. Recording Information

47. Photograph numbers:  #520-532

Negatives filed at: Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

48. Report title: Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown Wellington,
Colorado

49. Date(s): 23 July 2017

50. Recorder(s): Ron Sladek, President

51. Organization: Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.

52. Address: P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

53. Phone number(s): 970/221-1095
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Site Location Map

USGS Wellington 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map
1960 (revised 1978)
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Current Photographs

West (side) and South (front) Walls of the House
View to the Northeast

East (side) and North (rear) Walls of the House
View to the Southwest
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Current Photographs

View of the Non-Historic Detached Garage
View to the Southeast

View of the Non-Historic Shed
View to the Southwest



