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. ldentification

1. Resource Number: SLR14021

2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable

3. County: Larimer

4. City: Wellington

5. Historic Building Name: Crown Liquors

6. Current Building Name: Not Applicable

7. Building Address: 3748-3750 Cleveland Ave.
Wellington, CO 80549

8. Owner Name & Address: Jesus and Myrna Rodriguez

831 Columbia Rd.
Fort Collins, CO 80525
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ll. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
SE 1/4ofthe SE 1/4ofthe SW 1/40ofthe NE 1/4 of Section 33

10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499560 Northing: 4505920
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado

Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): 17 & 18 Block: 6

Addition:  Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89331-42-017), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

Architectural Description

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Building Plan: Square Plan

Dimensions in Feet: 50° x 50°

Number of Stories: 1

Primary External Wall Material(s): Stucco

Roof Configuration: Shed Roof

Primary External Roof Material: Composition

Special Features: Glass Block

General Architectural Description: Facing toward the south onto Cleveland

Avenue, this one-story masonry commercial building rests upon a concrete
foundation and has a square plan with a footprint of 50’ x 50°. Its walls are
constructed of concrete blocks and the facade historically featured a brick
veneer. Along all four sides of the building, the exterior walls are completely
covered with a modern stucco product such as Dryvit. Rather than being
relatively flat, the shed roof siopes distinctly downward toward the rear. This is
finished with composition shingles and the south, east and west perimeters
feature a low stepped parapet wall.
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22.

23.

24.

South (front): The symmetrical facade is centered on two main entrances that
are recessed. While the surrounding wall runs parallel to the sidewalk, the two
storefronts angle inward toward the middle of the building. Both entries hold
commercial wood doors, each with a large light. These include three-light
transoms and adjacent glass blocks. The west entry also has a wood screen
door and above this are older metal numbers showing one of the building’s two
addresses as 3748. Each of the two bands of storefront windows consists of
three large lights set in metal frames with wood trim.

West (side): This side of the building faces onto an adjacent commercial
building, with a gap of about two feet separating them. It contains no entries or
windows.

North (rear): The rear wall of the building faces onto the alley. Two entrances
are located there. Each of these holds a wood panel door with no lights. Three
windows are present, the one near the northwest corner an original metal-
framed multi-light window with what appears to be a concrete sill. The two
others are smaller three-light fixed windows with opaque glass and stuccoed
surrounds. :

East (side): This side of the building faces onto Third Street and contains no
entries. Two windows are present, both of them faux nine-light fixed windows
with newer metal frames and stuccoed surrounds.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Commercial

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the
northwest corner of Third Street and Cleveland Avenue. Concrete sidewalks run
along both street frontages. Behind the building is a graveled parking area that
occupies the northern part of the lot. The area to the north beyond the alley
holds residences, and another one is across the street to the east. Historic
commercial buildings are located to the southeast, south and west.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: A small modern wood-frame shed is
located in the rear lot off the building’s northwest corner.

IV. Architectural History

25.

26.

Date of Construction: Estimate: 1952-1954 Actual:

Source of Information: Larimer County Assessor, Real Estate Records, 3748-
3750 Cleveland Avenue (parcel #89331-42-017)

Architect: Unknown

Source of Information: Not Applicable
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27.

28.

29.

30.

Builder/Contractor: Unknown
Source of Information: Not Applicable
Original Owner: Clarence W. Kough or George and Rosella Richmond

Source of Information:  Quit Claim Deed, Larimer County to Clarence W. Kough,
4 September 1946; Court Decree in Favor of Plaintiff,
Clarence W. Kough (plaintiff) v. Ira Gooding et al
(defendants), 26 February 1951; Warranty Deed,
Clarence W. Kough to George and Rosella Richmond, 12
March 1954.

Construction History: The masonry commercial building on this site was
constructed around 1952-1954 to house a liquor store. Over the following
decades and through at least the mid-1980s, it is not known to have experienced
any major alterations or expansions. In recent years, the entire exterior was
clad in a stucco-like material to update the building. This included covering the
original brick veneer on the storefront.

Original Location: Yes

V. Historical Associations

31.
32.
33.
34.

35.

Original Use(s): Commerce - Specialty Store

Intermediate Use(s): Domestic — Multiple Dwelling

Current Use(s): Commerce - Restaurant

Site Type(s): Liquor Store, Residential Duplex, Restaurant

Historical background: Prior to the early 1950s, the four lots (15-18) on the
northwest corner of Third Street and Cleveland Avenue remained undeveloped
although at one time they were used for a community purpose. During
Wellington’s first two decades, the town’s bandstand was located on the
privately-owned property and it served as the site of community social and
cultural events. In the spring of 1922, the lots were purchased by the
Continental Oil Company, which planned to build a filling station on the site. To
accommodate this, the bandstand was moved across the intersection to the
vacant lots on the southeast corner of Third Street and Cleveland Avenue.
Despite these developments, the station was never built and the property
continued to sit vacant for another three decades.
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In September 1946, Larimer County provided a quit claim deed on the lots to
Clarence W. Kough. This suggests they had been seized by the county to
recover past due property taxes and Clarence was attempting to gain
ownership. A lawsuit followed in which Clarence, as plaintiff, sought to retain
the lots against claims made by Ira Gooding and others. Exactly who Gooding
and the other parties were remains unclear. In February 1951, the court ruled in
Clarence’s favor and he appears to have purchased the property for $6,500 from
its owners, Phillip A. Bartz and his daughter Gladys. Phillip Bartz had been a
resident of Windsor, where he operated a successful auto dealership and repair
garage from 1910 to 1933. He retired in Fort Collins and never lived in
Wellington, nor did Gladys. Phillip is not known to have developed Lots 15-18 in
Block 6 and likely held the property solely as an investment.

Clarence W. Kough was born in Pennsylvania in 1914 and by 1935 had moved
west to Redlands, California. Around 1940, he was in Rock Springs, Wyoming,
working as a laborer for the Union Pacific Coal Company. That same year he
registered for the draft and then served in the US Navy during World War Il.
Originally married to a woman named Bernice, the couple maintained a home for
a short time in Cheyenne, Wyoming. However, the relationship ended after the
war and in 1947 Clarence married Leona Colwell, a resident of Wellington. He
acquired the lots at Third and Cleveland in 1946 and then secured them in 1951
through settlement of the lawsuit mentioned above.

If the Larimer County Assessor’s records are correct and the commercial
building on Lots 17 and 18 was constructed in 1952, then Clarence Kough was
its original owner. However, no other information was found to corroborate this
and it is possible that the next owners had the building constructed about two
years later. In March 1954, Clarence sold Lots 15-18 to George and Rosella
Richmond. Around 1940, the couple was residing in lowa City, lowa, where they
operated a caramel corn shop. By the early 1950s, they had moved west to
Denver and opened a small grocery known as The Superette. The Richmonds
remained in Denver for many years and continued to operate their store there
into the 1960s. They are not known to have lived or worked in Wellington.
Instead, they leased the commercial building to tenants.

In May 1955, the Richmonds signed a sales contract for the property, agreeing
to its purchase by Conrad and Mollie Kechter. Longtime farmers in the
Harmony District south of Fort Collins, the Kechters had auctioned all of their
farm equipment in 1953 and retired from agriculture. They then opened a liquor
store in downtown Wellington and became the Richmonds’ tenants. Known as
Crown Liquors, the business appeared at a time when Fort Collins was dry and
area residents needed someplace to purchase alcoholic beverages. During the
1950s, Wellington became the location of several liquor stores that served the
larger region. Although the Kechters were evidently looking to invest in the
property, the sale fell through since the Richmonds continued to own the
building for several more years.
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36.

In 1956, Crown Liquors was taken over by W. M. Morton and Ruth M. Gunning,
who continued to operate it under the same name. George and Rosella
Richmond finally sold the property in 1962 to Denver real estate broker and
investor Herbert M. Cole. He quickly transferred it in October of that year to Carl
and Lucy Albert, about whom little is known. The Alberts sold the building in
January 1965 to Eldon and Maxine Brown. Residents of Wellington, the Browns
operated a liquor store there throughout the 1960s, possibly still under the
name Crown Liquors. It is presumed to have been used for the same purpose
throughout the 1970s. By the mid-1980s, the building had been placed out of
commercial use and converted into a residential duplex. The Browns retained
ownership of the property into the mid-1990s. Since then, the building has
housed a series of restaurants.

Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene. History of Wellington, Colorado and the Boxelder Valley,
1864-1996. Fort Collins, CO: Vestige Press, 1996.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.

Burial Record for Phillip August Bartz, Grandview Cemetery, Fort Collins, CO.
Date of Death: 18 August 1956. Located Online at www.findagrave.com.

Burial Record for Leona D. Colwell Kough, Highland Cemetery, Wellington, CO.
Date of Death: 7 July 1990. Located Online at www.findagrave.com.

Cheyenne, Wyoming City Directory, Listing for Clarence W. Kough, 1945,

Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: The Gazetteer Publishing
Company, 1956.

Coloradoan (Fort Collins, CO)
“Philip [sic] A. Bartz Called by Death,” 19 August 1956, p. 2.
“Gladys Bartz,” (obituary) 16 December 1981, p. B2.
“Bus Brown,” (obituary) 5 September 1999, p. B2.

Denver City Directories, Listings for George and Rosella Richmond, 1953-1966.

Draft Registration Cards for Wyoming, Records of the Selective Service System,
Clarence William Kough, Rock Springs, 1940.

Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado. Denver, CO: Mountain States
Inspection Bureau, December 1963. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.)
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Fort Collins & Larimer County Directories. Colorado Springs, CO: R. L. Polk
Directory Company, 1936-1966.

Greeley Tribune (Greeley, CO)
“2-Day Farm Sale,” 11 December 1953, p. 14.

Larimer County Assessor, Real Estate Appraisal Records, 3748 Cleveland
Avenue (parcel #89331-42-017), Wellington, Colorado.

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Lots 17-18, Block 6)

Quit Claim Deed, Larimer County to Clarence W. Kough, 4 September 1946
(Book 848, Page 516).

Court Decree in Favor of Plaintiff, Clarence W. Kough (plaintiff) v. Ira
Gooding et al (defendants), 26 February 1951 (Book 908, Page 232). Note:
Kough secures property from P. A. and Gladys Bartz.

Warranty Deed for Lots 15-18, Clarence W. Kough to George and Rosella
Richmond, 12 March 1954 (Book 969, Page 382).

Sales Contract, George and Rosella Richmond and Conrad and Mollie
Kechter, 20 May 1955. Note: This agreement appears to have fallen
through. )

Warranty Deed for Lots 15-18, George and Rosella Richmond to Herbert M.
Cole, 19 October 1962 (Book 1186, Page 38). Note: This was the filing
date; unable to locate original document under this book and page
number.

Warranty Deed for Lots 15-18, Herbert M. Cole to Carl and Lucy Albert, 12
October 1962 (Book 1186, Page 37).

Warranty Deed for Lots 15-18, Herbert Cole and Lucy Albert to Eldon and
Maxine Brown, 12 January 1965 (Book 1278, Page 108).

Warranty Deed for Lots 15-18, Eldon and Maxine Brown to Stephen B. Deline,
30 November 1994 (Reception #19940095307).

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.

Seaworth, Richard. Interviewed by Telephone by Ron Sladek of Tatanka
Historical Associates Inc., 28 June 2017.

Thomas, Adam. The Struggle for Identity: Windsor’'s Historic Downtown.
Cultural Resource Survey Report Prepared by Historitecture LLC for the
Town of Windsor, January 2010. (Note: This includes information on the
Bartz Garage, Site #5WL5638.)

United States Federal Census Records for Clarence W. Kough, 1940 (Rock
Springs, WY).

United States Federal Census Records for George Richmond, 1940 (lowa City,
1A).
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United States Federal Census Records for Philip Bartz, 1940 (Fort Collins, CO).

The Wellington & Wellington Sun (Amado Gonzales, editor, “Excerpts from
Microfilm of The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950,”
Published by the Editor, Four Volumes, 1997-2000)

“Continental Oil Company Buys Site for Filling Station,” 30 March 1922,

“The band stand has been moved...,” 25 May 1922.

Wellington Telephone Directory, Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph
Company, 1955 and 1959-60.

VI. Significance

37.
38.

39.
40.
41.

42.

Local landmark designation: None
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A Associated with events that have made a significant contrlbutlon to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
X Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria

Area(s) of significance: Not Applicable

Period of significance:  Not Applicable

Level of significance: National No  State No Local No
Statement of significance: The one-story masonry building on this property was
constructed sometime between 1952 and 1954 to house Crown Liquors, a retail
business that over the following years provided the community with alcoholic

beverages. This remained there through the 1960s and possibly even the 1970s.
The building’s use then changed significantly in the 1980s when it was
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converted to a residential duplex. During the mid-1990s, it was renovated and
since then has housed restaurants.

This property might have been significant under Criterion A for its association
with the liquor store business in Wellington at a time when nearby Fort Collins
was still dry and under Criterion C as a good example of mid-twentieth century
commercial architecture. However, the extensive exterior alterations that have
been completed over the past two decades have largely erased its historic
appearance. Due to the fact that it no longer retains an adequate degree of
integrity, the property is not NRHP eligible.

43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: The commercial
building on this property was constructed around 1952-1954 and appears to
have remained largely unaltered for the next forty years. Substantial changes
have been made to the exterior since the mid-1990s, when its use shifted to
housing restaurants. Non-historic modifications included cladding of the
exterior, including the original brick veneer storefront, with a modern form of
stucco such as Dryvit. Most the windows along Third Street and to the rear
have received shaped stuccoed surrounds. The primary original features that
remain visible today are the stepped parapet and the twinned angled storefront
with its large windows and double entries. However, even this has been altered
in recent years with the application of stucco and wood trim.

Due to the extent of the non-historic changes made to the storefront in
particular, the building no longer retains an adequate degree of integrity. While
the aspects of location, setting and association are intact, the aspects of design,
materials, workmanship and feeling have been substantially diminished. The
building retains its original shape and the essence of its storefront, but no
longer conveys its historic age and use dating back to the 1950s.
Consequently, this property does not exhibit a level of integrity that might
support eligibility for National Register designation.

VIl. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Eligible

45. Is there National Register district potential? No
Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

46. If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A
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VIil. Recording Information

47.

‘ 48.
|
49,
51.

52.

53.

50.

Photograph numbers:

Negatives filed at:

Report title:

Date(s):
Recorder(s):
Organization:
Address:

Phone number(s):

#2584-2603

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown
Colorado

1 July 2017

Ron Sladek, President

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522
970/221-1095

Wellington,
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Site Location Map

USGS Wellington 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map
1960 (revised 1978)
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Site Diagram
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Current Photographs

South (front) and East (side) Walls of the Building
View to the North

North (rear) and East (side) Walls of the Building
View to the Southwest



