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(Page 1 of 16) ____Need Data

Contributes to eligible NR District
Noncontributing to eligible NR District

. ldentification

1. Resource Number: 5LR14015

2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable

3. County: Larimer
4. City: Wellington
5. Historic Building Name: Angel’s General Merchandise Store
6. Current Building Name: Not Applicable
7. Building Address: 3745 Cleveland Ave.
Wellington, CO 80549
8. Owner Name & Address: GKH Holdings Inc.
243 Arrowhead Dr.
P.O. Box 458

Como, CO 80432
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ll. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NE 1/4 ofthe NE 1/4 ofthe NW1/4ofthe SE 1/4 of Section 33

10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499600 Northing: 4505670
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado

Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): 2 Block: 7

Addition:  Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89334-08-002), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

Architectural Description

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Building Plan: Rectangular Plan

Dimensions in Feet: 22' x 51

Number of Stories: 2

Primary External Wall Material(s): Stucco, Horizontal Siding

Roof Configuration: Front Gabled Roof

Primary External Roof Material: Composition Roof

Special Features: Fence

General Architectural Description: Facing toward the north onto Cleveland

Avenue, this two-story wood frame commercial building has a rectangular plan
with a footprint of 22’ x 51°. Its exterior walls are finished with stucco on the
facade, along with clapboard siding on the sides and back. The roof is front
gabled, clipped above the facade, and finished with composition shingles. Very
shallow boxed eaves are present around the perimeter.

North (front): The front of the building is characterized by its symmetrical
storefront and main entry. The entrance holds a glass door set in a wood frame,
with a fixed transom light above. Flanking the entry are two identical windows
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22.

23.

24.

set in wood frames and surrounds. Each of these consists of a large fixed light
with a horizontal band of five small square fixed windows above. The second
floor holds two one-over-one double hung sash windows with wood frames and
surrounds. Shutters are fixed to the walls aside the windows.

East (side): This side of the building abuts the one-story building to the east at
8129 3™ Street. The exposed second floor of 3745 Cleveland Avenue holds two
apartment entries, each with a non-historic door. Also present on the upper
wall are four one-over-one double hung sash windows. The apartment entries
are accessed by way of a non-historic wood stairway that rises behind the
adjacent building. The stairway connects to a non-historic wood deck that rests
upon the roof of 8129 3™ Street and provides access to the second-floor
apartments at 3745 Cleveland Avenue.

South (rear): The rear of the building holds an entrance near the southeast
corner that contains a non-historic door. Two windows are present on the
second floor, each a one-over-one double hung sash window. Vegetation and a
shed obscured the first floor, which might also hold a window or two.

West (side): This side of the building is very close to the adjacent building to
the west. They are separated by a narrow paved walkway that is only about 2%’
wide. No entries are found on this side of the building. At least two one-over-
one double hung sash windows are present on the second floor.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Early Twentieth Century Commercial

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the south
side of Cleveland Avenue, Wellington’s main east-west thoroughfare. It is
situated two lots west of Third Street in an area that is predominantly
commercial and located in the heart of downtown. The area north of the
building holds a concrete sidewalk, along with a mature tree. Beyond the curb
to the north is Cleveland Avenue, across which are commercial buildings. To
the south behind the building is a small graveled parking area. An east-west
alley borders the rear of the site, beyond which are residential properties.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: The open area directly behind the
building holds a wood frame shed that does not appear to be historic.

IV. Architectural History

25.

Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1905

Source of Information:  “Wellington’s Newest Store,” Wellington Sun, 7 October
1905

26. Architect: Unknown
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27.

28.

29.

30.

Source of Information:  Not Applicable

Builder/Contractor: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable

Original Owner: James Angel

Source of Information:  “James Angel Merchant,” Wellington Sun, 24 June 1906
Construction History: This commercial building was constructed in 1905 for use
as a retail store. It originally had a false front that obscured the gabled roof
above the second floor. In 1980, the upper false front was removed and the

front wall was stuccoed at that time.

Original Location: Yes

31.
32.
33.
34.

35.

. Historical Associations

Original Use(s): Commerce: Specialty Store/Domestic: Multiple Dwelling

Intermediate Use(s): Commerce: Restaurant & Specialty Store
Current Use(s): Commerce: Specialty Store & Business/Professional
Site Type(s): General Store, Grocery Store, Restaurant and Bakery,

Tavern, Apartments

Historical background: During the summer of 1905, two years after the town of
Wellington was founded, merchant James Angel had a new two-story
commercial building constructed downtown on Lot 2 of Block 7 near the
southwest corner of 3™ Street and Cleveland Avenue. That September he
opened a dry goods and grocery store on the main floor, with the second story
occupied by rental apartments. Photographs of downtown Wellington from the
early 1900s show that Angel’s building originally had a false front that
concealed the gabled roof from the street and made it appear larger than it was.

James Angel was born in 1873 in Nebraska. Around 1894 he married a woman
named Kate and their daughter Helen was born two years later (they also had a
son, John, born in Wellington around 1907). By 1900, James was living in Platte
Township northwest of Omaha, where he worked for the Ames Mercantile
Company as a groceries salesman. In 1905, he struck out on his own, heading
west to the recently established town of Wellington, Colorado. There he opened
a general merchandise store in a two-story false front building he had
constructed on the town’s main street. A few months later, in April 1906, James
paid the North Poudre Irrigation Company $275 for Lots 1 and 2 in Block 7.
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A photograph of the store’s interior published in The Wellington newspaper on
24 June 1906 shows a tidy, well-stocked retail space with wooden counters,
glass display cases, and shelves filled with all sorts of merchandise, including
dry goods and groceries. The interior had a wood floor and plastered walls and
ceiling. The salesroom was heated by a small potbelly stove. Two doors
provided access to rooms in the rear of the building. The Sanborn Fire
Insurance Map from 1909 shows that an exterior staircase in the narrow space
on the west side of the building provided access to the upper floor apartments.
A small horse shed stood behind the building at the alley. By the mid-1920s this
was used to shelter an automobile.

By 1906, Wellington was reported to hold four first-class general stores, with
James Angel’s establishment being one of them. To draw customers across the
often dusty and periodically muddy Cleveland Avenue, he installed a crossing,
probably of boards, at his own expense. For some time, this served as the only
crossing on Cleveland where pedestrians could avoid sinking into the mud and
ruining their shoes and dresses. In 1907, James was elected to serve on
Wellington’s town board, where he became the town treasurer.

In 1908, James installed plumbing in the building and connected it to the
municipal water system. Although he planned to eventually erect a masonry
building on lots 1 and 2, this never came to fruition. In 1909, he remodeled the
second floor and James and Kate resided there with their children (they had
probably been living there since 1905). He was elected mayor of Wellington in
1911 and held the post for no more than one year.

In January 1912, James sold all of his mercantile stock at a reduced price to J. I.
Alpert and announced that his family would be leaving town. Around ninety
people attended a going away party at the town hall the following month, when
the Angels informed everyone that they planned to move to the West Coast. In
the meantime, the Angel building was occupied in March by the Crane & Hall
market and grocery, which they renamed the Star Market.

The Angels relocated to San Diego, California in March 1912 and the following
year moved to El Centro, where James went back into the grocery business. In
May of that year he relinquished his claim to the lots in downtown Wellington to
the First National Bank of Wellington, possibly to settle a loan. (James died in
Imperial, California in 1938 and was presumably buried in the cemetery there.)
The Caillet Brothers occupied the building in May 1915 and painted the exterior
white, covering Angel’s original dry goods and grocery sign. In late 1916, the
Forbes Central Meat Market moved into the building.

The First National Bank of Wellington held onto Lots 1 and 2 for five years
before transferring them in March 1918 to local businessman Arthur J. Piatt. Six
months later, Piatt sold the property to John and Pearle Forbes of Kent County,
Michigan for $2,500. By that time, John’s brother Lafayette and his wife Kate
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were operating the business as the Forbes Market and Grocery. Lafayette M.
Forbes was born in Michigan around 1860 and by 1910 he and his wife,
Catherine “Kate” Roe, had moved to Denver where he worked as a butcher.
Four years later, the family relocated to a ranch outside of Wellington.

Lafayette and Kate operated their Wellington store from 1916 to 1921, and were
joined there by son J. S. Forbes, who brought his family from lllinois. They also
rented apartments on the second floor to tenants. It appears that the Forbes
family moved west to Santa Monica, California in 1921, where Lafayette opened
a meat market. He died there in 1934 and was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery.

In March 1921, William F. Waddle & Son of Fort Collins acquired the Forbes
Market & Grocery, although ownership of the property was retained by John and
Pearle Forbes (they resided in Michigan rather than Colorado). William had
previously farmed in the Wellington area and operated a meat market there
(established around 1905). After acquiring the Forbes Market, he renamed it the
Central Market & Grocery. In December 1921, William sold the business to J. A.
DeVol & Son of Oroville, California. John DeVol was a stock farmer in
California, and his connection to Wellington and/or relationship to Waddie
remain unclear. The DeVol family moved into an apartment on the second floor
of the building and continued to operate the business as the Central Market &
Grocery. By 1930, the DeVols were still in Wellington aithough John had
changed careers and was employed as a truck driver with an oil company.

In April 1924, John and Pearle Forbes sold Lots 1 and 2 to James Cody of
Antigo, Wisconsin. A former retail merchant with no apparent connection to
Wellington, Cody continued to own the property through 1937. The Central
Market & Grocery was owned and operated by Ray Chapin in 1924, about whom
nothing is known. By the beginning of September, he had sold the store to
Boulder grocer Peter N. Frame, who operated the grocery and meat market for a
few years. During the 1930s, the property appears to have been occupied by the
Vandervert Café, a bakery and restaurant that had been present in Wellington
since 1917 (originally at 3740 Cleveland Avenue).

In August 1937, James Cody sold Lots 1 and 2 to C. D. Williams of Denver, who
was in the real estate business. Around that time, the building was in use as a
restaurant operated by Robert Williams, who soon left Wellington and moved to
Holyoke, Colorado. In March 1939, the property was sold to Raymond R. Fowler
of Denver, who had thirty years of experience running cafes in lowa and
Missouri. After acquiring the building, he launched into extensive remodeling
before nine members of the Fowler family moved into the upstairs apartment.
This may have been when the false front was removed from the upper fagcade
and it took on its current appearance. On May 18, Fowler reopened the
business as the Shamrock Café, which he continued to operate until 1944.
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36.

During the summer of 1944, the restaurant closed and Ray Fowler sold the
property to Frieda Lord of Denver. This sparked a series of additional property
transfers. Lord held it for just over a year before selling the lots to Clifford H.
Westerfield and Everett J. Woods. Five months later, they sold them to Gus W.
Carter and Jacob Pitsch. In November 1947, the two men sold the property to
Charles and Martha Tomson.

Charles E. Tomson was born in Kansas around 1916 and moved to Fort Collins
during the late 1930s, where he became a fireman. In 1946, he and his wife
Martha opened a tavern and café in downtown Wellington known as Charlie’s
Inn. They operated the business through the end of 1949 and then in January
1950 sold it to Norman A. and Dorothy E. Nelson. Just over two months later,
the Nelsons sold the lots to Carl I. and Elizabeth A. Shaffer. Charlie’s Inn
continued to operate under the subsequent owners. In December 1953, the
Shaffers sold the property to Eldon D. and Josephine Boyce, who operated the
tavern and café through September 1956, when they sold it to Reuben and Clara
Heckman.

The Heckmans moved to Wellington in the late 1930s and farmed in the vicinity.
From 1956 until at least 1964, they operated a tavern in the building on
Cleveland Avenue that was known as Scoop Heckman’s Bar. Reuben died in
1964 and was buried in Grandview Cemetery in Fort Collins. In July 1969, Clara
sold the property to Henry and Azelia M. Ebell of Denver. The Ebelis held onto it
until early 1971, when they sold it for $6,500 to Donald L. and Berneice E. Pierce
of Torrington, Wyoming, who owned it through the late 1970s. The property
continued to be used as a tavern into the 1980s.

Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene and Kathryn Stieben. The History of Larimer County,
Colorado, Volume II. Dallas, TX: Curtis Media Corporation, 1987.

Ahlbrandt, Arlene. History of Wellington, Colorado and the Boxelder Valley,
1864-1996. Fort Collins, CO: Vestige Press, 1996.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: A. & H. Ahlbrandt, 2005.

Building Permit #954, 3745 Cleveland Ave., Town of Wellington, 9 April 1980,
Approval for Removal of Upper False Front and Stuccoing of Front Wall.

Burial Record for Reuben E. Heckman, Grandview Cemetery, Fort Collins, CO, 7
October 1964.
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Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: The Gazetteer Publishing
Company / Colorado Springs & Loveland, CO: Rocky Mountain Directory
Company, 1908-1956.

Fort Collins & Larimer County Directories. Fort Collins, CO: The Courier
Printing & Publishing Company, 1909-1925.

Fort Collins-Livermore-Wellington Telephone Directory. Advertisement for
Wellington Fine Liquors. Mountain States Telephone, 1959-1960.

Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, Historic Photograph Collection
Bird’s Eye View of Wellington, Colo., circa 1910 (#H07944)
Cleveland Avenue Panorama, 22 July 1909 (#H07563).

Interior of James Angel’s Store, 1906 (#H03826).
Fire Department and Rear of Angel’s Store Building, 1952 (#H08661)

Fort Collins Weekly Courier
“From Friday’s Daily,” 6 September 1905, p. 12.
“Wellington,” 18 October 1905, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 10 April 1907, p. 13.
“Wellington,” 18 September 1907, p. 11.
“Wellington,” 10 June 1908, p. 3.
“Wellington,” 30 December 1908, p. 12.
“Wellington,” 27 January 1909, p. 13.
“Wellington,” 14 April 1911, p. 4.
“Wellington,” 5 May 1911, p. 5.
“Wellington Locals,” 29 March 1912, p. 4.
“Real Estate Transfers,” 11 July 1913, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 30 October 1914, p. 10.
“L. M. Forbes’ son...,” 2 September 1920, p. 6.
“Assistant agent Miller...,” 18 November 1920, p. 2.
“Wellington News,” 4 December 1920, p. 4.

Gonzales, Amado, editor, “Excerpts from Microfilm of The Wellington and
Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950,” Four Volumes, Published 1997-2000)

“A healthy boom is going on...,” 1 July 1905.

“Wellington’s Newest Store,” 7 October 1905 (advertisement).

“James Angel Merchant,” 24 June 1906 (article and photograph).

“Buildings All Occupied,” 7 October 1906.

“James Angel disposed of his merchandise...,” 1 February 1912.

“The first floor of the Angel building...,” 8 February 1912.

“A big farewell party...,” 15 February 1912.

“James Angel given a party...,” 7 March 1912.

“The Star Market...,” (advertisement) 14 March 1912.

“James Angel now lives in San Diego,” 21 March 1912.

“Caillet Bros. are painting their building...,” 15 May 1915.
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“The Forbes Central Meat Market...,” 30 November 1916.

“Forbes Market,” 24 September 1920.

“W. F. Waddle & Son...,” 1 April 1921.

“The Waddle & Son Grocery...,” 27 May 1921.

“James Angel to stock...,” 8 September 1921 (sixteen years ago).
“James Angel’s new store opens,” 22 September 1921 (sixteen years ago).
“James Angel built a crossing...,” 17 November 1921 (sixteen years ago).
“The W. F. Waddle & Son Grocery...,” 22 December 1921.

“The old Waddle Market...,” 5 January 1922.

“Sammy White is working...,” 17 July 1924.

“P. N. Frame of Boulder...,” 4 September 1924.

“The old Vandervert Café..,” 16 September 1937.

“James Angel, former resident, dies in El Centro...,” 21 July 1938.

“The property known as...,” 23 March 1939.

“Raymond Fowler, Sr. who several months ago...,” 11 May 1939.

“The new Shamrock Café...,” 25 May 1939.

“The Fowler property...,” 3 August 1944.

“The Shamrock Café...,” 24 August 1944,

“Charlie Tomson sold his café...,” 3 February 1950.

James Angel, California Death Index. Imperial, California, 4 July 1938.

Lafayette Forbes and Catherine Roe, Marriage Record. State of Michigan (Grand
Rapids, Kent County), 15 May 1895.

Lafayette M. Forbes, California Death Index. Los Angeles, CA, 19 January 1934.

Lafayette M. Forbes, US Find a Grave Index. Woodlawn Cemetery, Santa
Monica, California, 1934.

Larimer County Assessor, Real Estate Appraisal Records, 3745 Cleveland
Avenue, Wellington, Colorado (parcel #89334-08-002).

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder, Title Records for Lot 2, Block 7

Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to James Angel, 5 April
1906 (book 202, page 196)

Quit Claim Deed, James Angel to First National Bank of Wellington, 29 May
1913 (book 315, page 62)

Quit Claim Deed, First National Bank of Wellington to Arthur J. Piatt, 4 March
1918 (book 315, page 562)

Warranty Deed, Arthur J. Piatt to John I. & Pearl M. Forbes, 14 September
1918 (book 374, page 526)

Warranty Deed, John & Pearl Forbes to James A. Cody, 23 April 1924 (book
496, page 9)

Warranty Deed, James Cody to C. D. Williams, 31 August 1937 (book 680,
page 6)
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Quit Claim Deed, C. D. Williams to Republic Company, 1 March 1939 (book
691, page 382)

Warranty Deed, Republic Company to R. R. Fowler, 2 March 1939 (book 648,
page 578)

Warranty Deed, R. R. Fowler to Frieda Lord, 24 July 1944 (book 774, page
391)

Warranty Deed, Frieda Lord to Clifford H. Westerfield & Everett J. Woods, 31
October 1945 (book 798, page 72)

Warranty Deed, Clifford Westerfield & Everett Woods to Gus W. Carter &
Jacob Pitsch, 15 March 1946 (book 807, page 342)

Warranty Deed, Gus Carter & Jacob Pitsch to Charles E. & Martha L. Tomson,
24 November 1947 (book 843, page 600)

Warranty Deed, Charles & Martha Tomson to Norman A. & Dorothy E. Nelson,
31 January 1950 (book 887, page 488)

Warranty Deed, Norman & Dorothy Nelson to Carl I. & Elizabeth A. Shaffer, 8
April 1950 (book 891, page 253)

Warranty Deed, Carl & Elizabeth Shaffer to Eldon D. & Josephine Boyce, 14
December 1953 (book 963, page 334)

Warranty Deed, Eldon & Josephine Boyce to Reuben & Clara Heckman, 18
September 1956 (book 1028, page 124)

Warranty Deed, Clara Heckman to Henry & Azelia M. Ebell, 8 July 1969 (book
1413, page 126)

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.
United States Federal Census Records for C. D. Williams, 1940 (Denver, CO).

United States Federal Census Records for Charles E. Tomson, 1940 (Fort
Collins, CO).

United States Federal Census Records for James and Kate Angel, 1900 (Platte
Township, NE), 1910 (Wellington, CO), 1920 (El Centro, CA).

United States Federal Census Records for John and Ruby DeVol, 1920 (Oroville,
CA), 1930 (Wellington, CO).

United States Federal Census Records for Lafayette and Catherine Forbes, 1910
(Denver, CQO), 1920 (Wellington, CO), 1930 (Santa Monica, CA).

United States Federal Census Records for Reuben Heckman, 1940 (Wellington,
CO).

United States Federal Census Records for Robert Williams, 1940 (Holyoke, CO).

United States Federal Census Records for William F. Waddie, 1910 (Wellington,
CO), 1920 (Fort Collins, CO).
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Wellington, Colorado 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map, US Geological Survey
(1960, photorevised 1978).

VI. Significance

37.

38.

39.
40.
41.
42.

Local landmark designation: None
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
X Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
Area(s) of significance: Not Applicable
Period of significance:  Not Applicable
Level of significance: National No  State No Local No

Statement of significance: This property was originally developed in 1905 to
house James Angel’s General Merchandise Store, which offered dry goods and
groceries to the citizens of Wellington. It also provided rental apartments on the
second floor that were often occupied by the store owners. Although the
property frequently changed hands throughout the twentieth century, it
continued to house a series of grocery stores, meat markets, bakeries, taverns
and cafes.

Due to its long history of retail use, the building might normally be NRHP
eligible under Criterion A for its association with the development of Commerce
in downtown Wellington. However, it has experienced non-historic exterior
alterations that diminished the building’s architectural integrity in light of NRHP
standards. While it may contribute to a local historic district, it is no longer
individually eligible for the NRHP.
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43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: This property was

developed in 1905 with the two-story wood frame commercial building that
remains there today. There is no indication that the exterior experienced any
substantial alterations over the following seventy-five years. In 1980, the false
front was removed, exposing the gabled roof but leaving the windows and
storefront in place. At the same time, the front and east walls were stuccoed.
The only other notable exterior change has involved the exterior stairway that
originally extended up the west wall to provide access to the second floor
apartments. This has been replaced in recent decades with the rear stairway
and deck that provide access from the roof of the adjacent building to the east.

Due to these changes, the building exhibits a somewhat diminished level of
integrity. While the aspects of location, setting, association and feeling are
either intact or mostly intact, those of design, materials and workmanship have
been impacted to varying degrees. The building retains its wood frame
construction, massing, and various exterior details. However, with the false
front removed and the facade stuccoed in 1980, its historic appearance has
undoubtedly changed. The building does not appear to have enough integrity to
support individual NRHP eligibility.

VII. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Eligible

Is there National Register district potential? No

Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

46. If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A

VIIl. Recording Information

47. Photograph numbers: 3745 Cleveland Ave., #1199-1214

Negatives filed at: Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

48. Report title: Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown Wellington,

Colorado
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49.
50.
51.
52.

53.

Date(s):
Recorder(s):
Organization:

Address:

Phone number(s):

8 May 2017

Ron Sladek, President

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522
970/221-1095
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Site Location Map

i

USGS Wellington 7.5" Topographic Quadrangle Map
1960 (revised 1978)
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Site Diagram
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Current Photographs

North (front) Wall of the Building
View to the South

South (rear) Wall of the Building
View to the Northwest



