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Need Data
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. Identification

1. Resource Number: 5L.LR14014

2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable

3. County: Larimer
4. City: Wellington
5. Historic Building Name: The Specialty Shop
6. Current Building Name: Not Applicable
4 7. Building Address: 3743 Cleveland Ave.
Wellington, CO 80549
8. Owner Name & Address: Kenneth B. Wolf

P.O. Box 1571
Wellington, CO 80549
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Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NE 1/4 ofthe NE 1/4 ofthe NW1/4ofthe SE 1/4 of Section 33

10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499590 Northing: 4505670
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado

Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5'
12. Lot(s): 3 Block: 7

Addition:  Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89334-08-003), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

Architectural Descriptioh

14. Building Plan: Rectangular Plan
15. Dimensions in Feet: 25" x 60’
16. Number of Stories: 1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s): Brick

18. Roof Configuration: Flat Roof
19. Primary External Roof Material: Unknown
20. Special Features: Chimney

21. General Architectural Description: Facing toward the north onto Cleveland
Avenue, this small one-story masonry commercial building has a rectangular
plan with a footprint of 25’ x 60’. Its painted brick walls are laid in common bond
coursing. The roof is flat and bordered by a low brick parapet wall. Along the
east and west side walls, the parapet steps down by two brick courses a total of
four times as it runs toward the back of the building. A short brick chimney
projects upward from the west parapet.

North (front): The front of the building is characterized by the symmetrical and
almost entirely original storefront and main entry. The recessed entrance holds
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22.
23.

24,

a non-original wood door with a circular window. Above the door is a two-light
transom, and fixed windows occupy the angled side walls. Flanking the entry to
the east and west are large storefront windows with smaller three-light windows
above. The entire storefront is constructed of wood. Above that, the upper
brick wall holds a long recessed horizontal sign band.

East (side): This side of the building holds no entries, windows or other
features other than a blank brick wall.

South (rear): The rear of the building holds a wood panel door with four lights.
Whether it contains any windows could not be determined.

West (side): This side of the building holds no entries, windows or other
features other than a blank brick wall.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Early Twentieth Century Commercial

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the south
side of Cleveland Avenue, Wellington’s main east-west thoroughfare. It is
situated three properties west of Third Street in an area that is predominantly
commercial and located in the heart of downtown. The area north of the
building holds a concrete sidewalk with a modern metal bench, along with a
mature tree. Beyond the curb to the north is Cleveland Avenue, across which
are commercial buildings. To the south, an east-west alley borders the rear of
the property, beyond which are residential properties.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: The small open area directly behind the
building holds a manufactured shed that dates from 2013 and is not historic.

IV. Architectural History

25.

26.

27.

28.

Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1922
Source of Information:  “Personals,” Fort Collins Courier, 8 July 1922, p. 2
Architect: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable

Builder/Contractor: McKibben Brothers
Source of Information:  “Personals,” Fort Collins Courier, 8 July 1922, p. 2
Original Owner: Caroline and Stella Richard

Source of Information:  “The Richards sisters...,” Wellington Sun, 15 June 1922
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29.

30.

Construction History: This commercial building was constructed in 1922 for use
as a retail store. Since that time, it has changed very little and has remained in
use for retail purposes. No additions have been made to the building. Changes
were made to the front windows and door in 1966 and 1984. However, these do
not appear to have resulted in major alterations.

Original Location: Yes

32.
33.
34.

35.

Historical Associations

31.

Original Use(s): Commerce / Specialty Store
Intermediate Use(s): Not Applicable

Current Use(s): Commerce / Specialty Store
Site Type(s): Retail Stores

Historical background: After the Town of Wellington was founded in the early
1900s, the property at Lot 3 in Block 7 served a public use for many years. In
1906, the town council was occupied with the issue of fire protection and the
need for a well-equipped volunteer department. The first meeting of the fire
department took place in March in Jones Hall. Officers were elected, plans were
made for bylaws and regular meetings, and a discussion took place regarding
the need for a chemical engine. More than thirty men volunteered for the
department.

The following month, the town council voted to obtain an alarm bell that would
be hung in a tower on Lot 3. In addition to rousing the fire department, the bell
would be used to announce the 8:00 nightly curfew and summon the council to
meetings. Toward the rear of the lot behind the bell tower, the Town built a
small hose house for the firefighting equipment. On 28 January 1908, the North
Poudre Irrigation Company transferred the lot to the Town of Wellington. The
following day, a fire broke out behind the telephone exchange. It quickly spread
to the livery barn behind the Wellington Hotel and threatened to burn down both
buildings. Volunteers rushed to the site and quenched the fire, saving the
community from disaster. The Town continued to own Lot 3 for a number of
years until a new town hall was constructed that provided space for fire
operations and equipment storage.

In June 1922, the Town sold Lot 3 for $300 to sisters Caroline and Stella
Richard. One year apart in age, the women were born in lowa in the early 1880s.
Around 1900, they were living with their parents and younger brothers in the
town of Muscatine, where their father Charles owned a butcher shop known as
C. E. Richard & Sons. While their brothers went to work with their father, the
two sisters were employed as music teachers.
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Sometime after 1910, the Richard sisters moved to Denver where they rented a
room and continued working as music teachers, offering lessons in both violin
and piano. By August 1920, they had moved north to Wellington. There they
opened The Specialty Shop, a downtown retail store offering millinery (hats and
related items) and notions (sewing supplies such as buttons, thread, needles
and hooks). For two years, the shop was located in a building that once stood
just west of the Lincoln Highway Garage. They also provided private music
lessons in the community.

Caroline and Stella became celebrated residents in Wellington, known for their
shop that appealed to female customers and for providing music for picture
shows, literary programs, and special occasions. In late 1921, the sisters closed
out their millinery line but continued to operate the store with notions along with
dry goods such as “Christmas toys, camisoles, dishes, Japanese baskets, [and]
Georgette waists (blouses manufactured from a crepe fabric).” (Fort Collins
Courier, 7 December 1921, p. 4)

In June 1922, just days after taking possession of Lot 3, Caroline and Stella
engaged McKibben Brothers to erect a 25’ x 60’ one-story brick building on the
vacant property. Construction began the following month and seems to have
been completed in the fall. In November, the sisters secured a $3,000 loan from
their father’s business, most likely to cover the costs of the building or to stock
it with goods. This served as their store for the remainder of the decade.

In 1927, Caroline married lowa native Frank Bennett, who was about twelve
years her senior and worked as a carpenter. They settled into a house in town
and she continued to operate the store and teach music. However, The
Specialty Shop does not appear to have survived into the 1930s and either sat
vacant or was leased to tenants during the Great Depression. In 1944, the
property was foreclosed upon and ended up in the hands of Chester, Eimus and
Philip Richard, the youngest of Caroline and Stella’s brothers who were still
residing in Muscatine. Caroline died in 1973 and was buried next to her
husband in Wellington’s Highland Cemetery. In January 1928, Stella married
German immigrant John Hautum, who had a farm near town. She died of
pneumonia in April 1935.

The commercial building on Lot 3 entered the next phase of its life in April 1947,
when it was purchased by Ann McCaulley for $3,500. Born Ann Miller in
Holstein, Russia in 1902 among the ethnic Germans who had resided there for
generations, she immigrated to the United States with her parents as a toddler.
After growing up in the northern Colorado town of lliff, Ann married World War |
veteran Carey McCaulley around 1930 and the couple initially settled in Sterling.
They moved to Wellington in 1935 and opened a liquor store, possibly renting
the building at 3743 Cleveland Ave. from Caroline and Stella Richard.
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36.

Carey McCaulley died in 1941 and was buried in Sterling’s Riverside Cemetery.
In the 1940s, Ann opened the Wellington Café in the building at 3743 Cleveland
Avenue. She continued to run the business until 1947, when she leased it to
Ted Wilson of Fort Collins. That same year, Ann married Robert Weathers, an
employee of Public Service Company. He died four years later, again leaving
Ann widowed. Over the next two decades, she operated another retail liquor
store on Cleveland Avenue, one block west of the café.

In 1972, Ann sold Lot 3 and the commercial building there to Cecil and Shirley
Thompson. Cecil was born in Texas in 1926 and served in the US Navy during
World War II. After the war he worked as a truck driver. He and Shirley settled
in Wellington in 1959 and they owned the T-Bar Inn. The property at 3743
Cleveland Avenue remained in the family through the late 1970s and they owned
and operated Wellington Fine Liquors.

Sources of information:

Ahibrandt, Arlene. History of Wellington, Colorado and the Boxelder Valley,
1864-1996. Fort Collins, CO: Vestige Press, 1996. :

Building Permits File for 3743 Cleveland Avenue, Town of Wellington, 1966-2013.

Carey W. McCaulley, Application for Headstone, US War Department, 21 May
1941.

Carey W. McCaulley, Burial Information, Riverside Cemetery, Sterling, Colorado.
Caroline Bennett, Burial Information, Highland Cemetery, Wellington, Colorado.

Cecil R. Thompson, Burial Record, Fort Logan National Cemetery, Denver,
Colorado.

C.E. Richard House, 411 W. Fourth St., Muscatine, lowa. Site Inventory Form
(#70-01115), State Historical Society of lowa, 3 January 2006, Prepared by
Maryrose and John Peterschmidt.

Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: The Gazetteer Publishing
Company, 1924-1928.

Denver City Directories. Listings for Caroline and Stella Richard. Various
Publishers, 1920.

Fort Collins Coloradoan
“Caroline Bennett,” Obituary, 24 May 1973, p. 3.
“Ann Weathers,” Obituary, 29 June 2000.
“Cecil Thompson,” Obituary, 27 July 2000.



Resource Number: 5LR14014 Address: 3743 Cleveland Ave., Wellington, CO

Architectural Inventory Form
(Page 7 of 13)

Fort Collins & Larimer County Directories. Fort Collins, CO: The Courier
Printing & Publishing Company, 1925.

Fort Collins Courier
“Wellington,” 14 March 1906, p. 13.
“Wellington,” 18 April 1906, p. 11.
“Wellington,” 6 June 1906, p. 13.
“Wellington,” 30 January 1907, p. 14.
“Wellington,” 29 January 1908, p. 14.
“Wellington,” 1 April 1908, p. 15.
“Wellington,” 8 April 1908, p. 13.
“Wellington,” 24 June 1908, p. 11.
“The town trustees of Wellington...,” 21 March 1906, p. 4.
“The specialty shop...,” 27 August 1920, p. 5. (weekly advertisements)
“The Richards sisters...,” 14 October 1920, p. 5.
“Waverly Debate is Whirlwind Affair with Pep and Point,” 6 April 1921, p. 6.
“Closing Out Millinery,” 30 November 1921, p. 2.
“Christmas toys, camisoles...,” 7 December 1921, p. 4.
“Personals,” 8 July 1922, p. 2.
“Several Waverlyites...,” 12 December 1922, p. 11.
“Eggs in exchange...,” 11 April 1923, p. 5.

Larimer County Assessor
Real Estate Appraisal Records, 3743 Cleveland Avenue, Wellington, Colorado
(parcel #89334-08-003).

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office
Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to the Town of Wellington,
28 January 1908 (Book 202, Page 284).
Warranty Deed, Town of Wellington to J. Caroline and Stella Richards, 8 June
1922 (Book 353, Page 423).
Deed of Trust, J. Caroline and Stella Richards to

Larimer County Directories. Listings for Ann Weathers. Loveland, CO: Rocky
Mountain Directory Co., 1966 / Johnson Publishing Co., 1969.

Marriage Record, John L. Hautum and Stella Richard, Wellington, CO, 16
January 1928.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.
United States Federal Census Records for Jessie Caroline and Stella Richard,

1900 & 1910 (Muscatine, IA); 1920 (Denver, CO); 1930 & 1940 (Wellington, CO
— Caroline and Frank Bennett).
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United States Federal Census Records for Ann McCaulley, 1930 (Sterling, CO),
1940 (Wellington, CO).

United States Federal Census Records for Cecil Ray Thompson, 1930 (Clay
County, TX), 1940 (Denver, CO).

The Wellington / Wellington Sun (Amado Gonzales, “Excerpts from Microfiim of
The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950,” Four Volumes,
1997-2000)

“The Richards sisters...,” 15 June 1922.

“A car of brick...,” 6 July 1922.

“A. J. Blount...just vacated by the Specialty Shop,” 9 November 1922.

“The ‘Specialty Shop’..., 18 October 1923.

“Frank Bennett, carpenter, and Miss Caroline Richard...,” 23 June 1927.

“Anne [sic] McCaulley...,” 1 August 1947.

“Ann McCaulley...,” 22 August 1947.

Wellington Telephone Directory. Advertisement for Wellmgton Fine Liquors.
Locally Published, 1977.

VI. Significance
37. Local landmark designation:  None

38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

X A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past
X C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria

39. Area(s) of significance: Commerce / Architecture
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40. Period of significance: 1922-1929 (Commerce)
1922 (Architecture)

41. Level of significance: National No  State No Local Yes

42. Statement of significance: This property was originally developed in 1922 to
house The Specialty Shop, a millinery, notions and dry goods store owned by
sisters and catering to a female clientele. The store appears to have remained
in operation through the remainder of the decade. Through the 1970s, the
building was occupied by a café and liquor store. Retail uses have continued
through the present time. The building remains largely unchanged since it was
constructed, with no significant additions or alterations.

Due to its development and early use by a woman-owned retail business
catering to the needs of women in the community, this property appears to rise
to a level of individual NRHP eligibility under two criteria. The first is under
Criterion A on the local level in the area of Commerce for its association with
events that have made a contribution to the history of Wellington. The property
is also eligible under Criterion C on the local level in the area of Architecture as
a good example of the Early Twentieth Century Commercial style. The building
would also contribute to a potential historic district in downtown Wellington.

43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: This property was
first developed in 1922 with the one-part brick commercial building that remains
there today. Since that time, very few changes have taken place on its exterior.
The only alterations noted have involved painting of the brickwork and
replacement of the front door. Permits were taken out in 1966 and 1984 for
undefined changes to the front door and windows. However, whatever work
took place does not appear to have negatively impacted the building. With so
few changes, the building exhibits an excellent level of all seven aspects of
integrity and it continues to convey its historic style, age and use.

VIl. National Register Eligibility Assessment
44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Eligible

45. Is there National Register district potential? No
Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.
If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

46. If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A
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VIill. Recording Information

47.

48.

49.
50.
51.

52.

53.

Photograph numbers:

Negatives filed at:

Report title:

Date(s):
Recorder(s):

Organization:
Address:

Phone number(s):

3743 Cleveland Ave,, #1193-1198 & 1212-1213

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.0O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown Wellington,
Colorado

5 September 2016
Ron Sladek, President

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

970/221-1095
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Site Location Map
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Site Diagram
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Current Photographs

North (front) Wall of the Building
View to the South

South (rear) Wall of the Building
View to the North



