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. Identification

1. Resource Number: 5LR14019

2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable

3. County: Larimer

4. City: Wellington

5. Historic Building Name: Lincoln Highway Garage
North Poudre Irrigation Company Shop

6. Current Building Name: Wellington Auction Service

7. Building Address: 3739 Cleveland Ave.
Wellington, CO 80549

8. Owner Name & Address: Lela D. Smelker
P.O. Box 400

Wellington, CO 80549
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Il. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NE 1/4 ofthe NE 1/4ofthe NW1/40ofthe SE 1/4 of Section 33

10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499580 Northing: 4505670
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado

Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): 5&6 Block: 7

Addition:  Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89334-08-004), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

Architectural Description

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Building Plan: Rectangular Plan
Dimensions in Feet: 50" x 100

Number of Stories: 1

Primary External Wall Material(s): Brick

Roof Configuration: Flat Roof

Primary External Roof Material: Unknown

Special Features: Chimney

General Architectural Description: Facing toward the north onto Cleveland

Avenue, this large one-story masonry commercial building has a rectangular
plan with a footprint of 50° x 100°. Its painted brick walls are laid in common
bond coursing. The roof is flat and bordered by a low stepped brick parapet
wall. A short brick chimney projects upward from the east parapet.

North (front): The front of the building is characterized by a long commercial
storefront. Two entries are found there, one for pedestrians and the other
designed for vehicular access into the shop space. The pedestrian entry
contains a wood slab door set in a wood frame, with a transom light above. To
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22.

23.

24.

the west, the shop entry contains a non-historic metal overhead garage door set
in a wood frame. Much of the storefront retains its original wood framing. The
windows are arranged in two bands, one on either side of the entries. The
eastern band consists of four large fixed single-light windows set in metal
frames. The western band consists of three large fixed single-light windows set
in metal frames. Above the storefront, the brickwork on the upper wall holds
two long slightly recessed horizontal sign bands.

East (side): This side of the building holds no entries and mostly consists of
the blank brick wall. Toward the front is a single one-over-one double hung
sash window that is boarded closed but retains its wood frame. Two additional
windows are located toward the rear of the building. These are both boarded
closed but retain their original brick sills and segmental arch lintels.

South (rear): The rear of the building runs along the alley and holds two entries.
The pedestrian entrance is boarded closed but retains its original wood frame.
West of that is a shop entry that holds a pair of wood swinging doors. Three
windows are present along this wall, all of which are boarded closed. Two of
them retain their original brick sills and segmental arch lintels. The other one,
located in a short concrete block wall segment at the southeast: corner is a
simple space with no features.

West (side): This side of the building partially abuts the adjacent building (the
current Wellington Town Hall) and holds no entries, windows or other features
other than a blank brick wall.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Early Twentieth Century Commercial

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the south
side of Cleveland Avenue, Wellington’s main east-west thoroughfare. It is
situated about halfway between Second Street and Third Street in an area that is
predominantly commercial and located in the heart of downtown. The area
north of the building holds a concrete sidewalk with a single tree and a curb cut
in front of the shop entrance. Commercial buildings are located across the
street to the north. An unpaved lot is present to the east on Lot 4 and to the
west is the current Wellington Town Hall. To the south is an east-west alley,
across which are residential properties.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: Not Applicable
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IV. Architectural History

25.

)
l

29.

30.

Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1917-1919

Source of Information: “The new Wich garage is now totally enclosed,”
Wellington Sun, 13 December 1917; “Work is
progressing...,” Wellington Sun, 12 June 1919

Architect: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable

Builder/Contractor: McKibben Brothers (1919 addition)

Source of Information: “Brick layers began work on the Wich Garage...,”
Wellington Sun, 29 May 1919

Original Owner: John W. Wich

Source of Information: “The new Wich garage is now totally enclosed,”
Wellington Sun, 13 December 1917 ’

Construction History:  Three quarters of this commercial building were
constructed in 1917 for use as an auto repair garage. The building was then
expanded to its full size in 1919 with the brick addition that forms its northwest
quarter. Since that time, it has experienced a few changes to its exterior.
Sometime around 1940-1950, the brickwork was painted white, or a similar light
color. While the openings on the facade are original, the doors and windows
were replaced around the mid-1980s to correspond with a change in building
use. The windows shifted away from what was likely wood framing to metal at
that time. The new doors are unremarkable, consisting of a wood slab
pedestrian door and a metal overhead garage door.

Original Location: Yes

32.
33.
34.

31.

V. Historical Associations

Original Use(s): Commerce / Specialty Store
Intermediate Use(s): Commerce / Specialty Store
Current Use(s): Commerce / Specialty Store
Site Type(s): Auto Repair Garage, Irrigation Company Shop, Auction

House
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35. Historical background: During the summer of 1905, John M. Tingle constructed a
livery and feed barn on Lot 6, Block 7 along the south side of Cleveland Avenue.
The small wood frame building had a footprint of about 25’ x 25’ and the fagade
featured a false front. Born in lowa around 1847, John appears to have headed
west with his wife and children during the 1880s. The family settled in
Wellington two years after the town was founded. In January 1907, Tingle paid
the North Poudre Irrigation Company $185 for the property. He and his son
Albert operated the Tingle Livery for another six years.

In September 1913, Tingle sold the property to Wellington blacksmith and auto
mechanic John W. Wich. Born in Germany in 1882, he immigrated to the United
States with his family five years later to join his father, who had homesteaded in
the Wellington area. After working for a short time for the Great Western Sugar
Company, around 1905 John opened a blacksmith shop in Wellington. He also
reportedly owned one of the first cars in town. The business was located on the
west side of Second Street just north of Roosevelt Avenue. Over the following
years, John expanded his services to include auto repairs and the business
became known as the Wellington Blacksmith Shop and Garage. At his Second
| Street shop, he also became the Wellington dealer in J. . Case autos, threshing
machines, and farm machinery. )

After acquiring the Tingle Livery in 1913, John made some alterations to the
building and reopened it as an auto repair garage. Around the same time, he
sold the blacksmith shop on Second Street to his brothers, Charlie and Fred,
who continued to operate it for a number of years under the name Wich
Brothers. Initially known as the J. W. Wich Garage, the Cleveland Avenue
location was advertised as an auto-livery and repair shop.

During the late summer and early fall of 1913, Colorado tourism boosters were
working diligently to ensure that a transcontinental auto highway would be
routed through the state. Efforts were well underway on a national level to
establish the Lincoln Highway, which would run from New York City to San
Francisco. The Lincoln Highway Association chose the route and dedicated the
highway in October. Unfortunately for Colorado, the official route traversed
southern Wyoming and completely bypassed its southern neighbor.

Undeterred by this decision, Colorado officials lobbied the Lincoln Highway
Association, whose leaders reluctantly agreed to the formation of what became
known as the Colorado Loop. This deviated from the main highway in western
Nebraska, taking motorists southwest from Julesburg to Denver, and from there
northward to Cheyenne. Along the way, travelers passed through many towns
and encountered numerous cafes, motels, gas stations, service shops,
campgrounds and roadside tourist attractions. Included among these were
seven individually owned auto repair shops, each of which was named the
Lincoln Highway Garage.
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Despite the fact that the Lincoln Highway Association removed the Colorado
Loop from its officially sanctioned route in 1915, the name stuck and many
businesses and locales retained their association with the highway. Seeking to
attach his repair shop to the auto route, which ran down Wellington’s Cleveland
Avenue, by 1916 John had renamed it the Lincoln Highway Garage.

In September 1917, John acquired the adjacent Lot 5 in Block 7 from the Fort
Collins National Bank. This provided room to expand his facility to the east, and
he soon announced plans to construct a 25’ x 100’ brick building on Lot 5 that
would wrap around the back of the original wood frame shop on Lot 6. By the
first of October 1917, the concrete foundation for the new L-shaped building had
been poured. It continued to rise over the following weeks and by the middle of
December was completely enclosed. Large plate glass windows were installed
along the fagade. The interior was designed to hold around thirty cars. When
the shop reopened around the beginning of 1918, John announced that he
would not only return to repairing automobiles, but had secured the license to
sell Overland cars.

In April 1919, John wrote the Town of Wellington’s Board of Trustees requesting
permission to finish the brick building on Lots 5 and 6 to a full size of 50’ x 100°.
This would involve demolition of the old wood frame livery, which was tucked
into the northwest corner of the new L-shaped brick building. A brick addition
would then replace it along the street frontage. The Town approved the permit
and the former Tingle Livery was demolished in the middle of May. Later in the
month, the McKibben brothers of Fort Collins launched construction of the
addition’s brick walls and the project appears to have been completed in June.

During the 1920s, the Lincoln Highway Garage became an authorized service
shop for Ford, Lincoln, Dodge and Chevrolet. In addition, John provided his
customers with welding services and farm tractor repairs. He also sold
automotive supplies and accessories, along with tires and batteries. Around
1930, if not earlier, he started offering towing services, a critical function in a
rural area with unpaved roads and long stretches of open space between towns.
The facility had a concrete floor, electric light and power, and was heated by
stoves. A gasoline tank buried in the ground out front was connected to a pump
along the curb where motorist could fuel their vehicles.

During the early morning of 12 October 1926, the Lincoln Highway Garage
sustained a major fire that gutted the building. Not only did the structure burn,
but many of its contents were destroyed by the heat, smoke and water in what
was said to have been the largest fire in Wellington until that time. Sixteen cars
and two trucks were inside the shop, all of which sustained damage. Although
John Wich carried just $2,500 of insurance on the building and its contents, the
damages were initially estimated at between $15,000 and $20,000. Despite this
financial hurdle, he resolved to rebuild and get the business back open within a
short period of time.
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36.

Immediately after the fire was quenched, John put a crew to work clearing the
debris and launching the rebuilding process. A new roof was installed before
the month had ended and by the middle of November the reconstruction
process was about finished. The refurbished building’s fagade featured
unpainted dark brick walls offset by light-colored mortar, two bands of large
storefront windows, pedestrian and shop entries, and a full-width sign band
above the storefront painted with the name “LINCOLN HIGHWAY GARAGE.”
Additional fuel tanks appear to have been buried out front that supplied three
tall Tokheim gas pumps placed along the curb.

The Lincoln Highway Garage continued to operate through the 1940s under
John Wich’s ownership and management. It appears that the building’s exterior
brick walls were first painted white (or a similar light color) sometime around
1940 to 1950. John died on 17 November 1948 and was buried in Fort Collins’
Grandview Cemetery. Following his death, the land, building, equipment and
merchandise associated with the Lincoln Highway Garage were inherited by his
adult children. On 1 August 1949, ownership of the entire property (Lots 4-6)
was transferred to John’s son, Harmon J. Wich, who had been working there as
a mechanic since around 1930. He continued to operate the auto repair garage
through the 1950s together with his uncle, John’s brother Henry.

On 1 August 1960, Harmon sold the property to the North Poudre Irrigation
Company, which converted the building into its garage and shop. To reflect this
change, the sign band on front was repainted to read “THE NORTH POUDRE
IRRIGATION CO.” One of the tall gas pumps was retained out front, presumably
for fueling company vehicles. In 1978, the rear southeast corner of the building
was reconstructed with concrete blocks where it had evidently been hit by a car
or truck traveling down the alley. The property continued to be occupied by the
irrigation company into the 1980s.

In September 1985, the North Poudre Irrigation Company sold the property to
Lela D. Smelker. Since that time, it has been occupied by Smelker’s Auction
Service (now Wellington Auction Service), which remains there today. It
appears that the changed use of the building sparked reconstruction of the
storefront with new windows set in metal frames and the installation of new
doors. However, these utilized the existing openings and no further changes
have been made to the building’s exterior since that time.

Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene. History of Wellington, Colorado and the Boxelder Valley,
1864-1996. Fort Collins, CO: Vestige Press, 1996.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.



Resource Number: 5LR14019 Address: 3739 Cleveland Ave., Wellington, CO

Architectural Inventory Form
(Page 8 of 16)

Building Permit #780, Issued to the North Poudre Irrigation Company for Repair
of Broken Brick Wall with Cement Block on Existing Footing, Town of
Wellington, 24 October 1978.

Building Permit Request Letter, J. W. Wich of the Lincoln Highway Garage to the
Town of Wellington Board of Trustees, 14 April 1919. (Requesting
permission to erect a 50’x 100’ brick building on Lots 5 and 6, Block 7.)

Burial Record for John W. Wich, Grandview Cemetery, Fort Collins, Date of
Death 17 November 1948. Located Online in Find-A-Grave Records.

Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: The Gazetteer Publishing
Company, 1908-1941 / Colorado Springs and Loveland, CO: The Rocky
Mountain Directory Company, 1950-1956.

Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado. Denver, CO: Mountain States
Inspection Bureau, December 1963. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.)

Fort Collins Weekly Courier
“J. W. Wich and Edna McCullough...,” 6 September 1905, p. 8.
“Real Estate Transfers,” 30 January 1907, p. 6.
“The partnership of Austin & Wich...,” 15 May 1907, p. 11.
“Death Takes Another Long Time Resident,” 18 January 1918, p. 6.

Gonzales, Amado, editor, “Excerpts from Microfilm of The Wellington and
Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950,” Four Volumes, 1997-2000.
“The new livery and feed barn...,” 15 July 1905.
- “When in town feed your team at Tingle’s...,” (advertisement) 23 September
1909.
“John W. Wich has purchased the Tingle barn...,” 2 October 1913.
“Charlie & Fred Wich buy the Wellington blacksmith shop...,” 9 October
1913.
“John W. Wich appointed as new Fire Chief,” 5 February 1914.
“John Wich advertises his ‘Auto-Livery and Repair Shop,”” 2 April 1914.
“John Wich is the fire chief,” 2 March 1916.
“John W. Wich will build...,” 20 September 1917.
“The concrete foundation...,” 1 October 1017.
“John Wich’s garage is going up rapidly,” 15 November 1917.
“The new Wich garage is now totally enclosed,” 13 December 1917.
“John Wich at the Lincoln Highway Garage...,” 27 December 1917.
“Constable John Wich...,” 2 January 1919.
“John W. Wich to tear down the old frame building...,” 10 April 1919.
“Four new building permits issued...,” 17 April 1919.
“Old Landmark Torn Down,” 22 May 1919.
“Brick layers began work on the Wich Garage...,” 29 May 1919.
“Constable John Wich...,” 29 May 1919.
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“Work is progressing...,” 12 June 1919.

“John Wich of the Lincoln Highway Garage...,” 23 October 1919.

“The Lincoln Highway Garage...gutted by fire...,” 14 October 1926.
-“J. W. Wich has a force of men at work...,” 21 October 1926.

“J. W. Wich has the Lincoln Highway garage...,” 11 November 1926.

Larimer County Assessor
Real Estate Appraisal Records, 3739 Cleveland Avenue, Wellington, Colorado
(parcel #89334-08-004).

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office

Warranty Deed, Lot 6 in Block 7, North Poudre Irrigation Company to the
John M. Tingle, 22 January 1907 (Book 202, Page 183).

Warranty Deed, Lot 6 in Block 7, John M. Tingle to John W. Wich, 27
September 1913 (Book 310, Page 544).

Certificate of Purchase, Lot 5 in Block 7, Larimer County Trustee to Fort
Collins National Bank, 2 December 1913 (Book 312, Page 497).

Quit Claim Deed, Fort Collins National Bank to John W. Wich, Lot 5 in Block
7, 11 September 1917 (Book 315, Page 554).

Warranty Deed, Laurine M. Wich, Blanche Lightsey, Marie Marsh and Ella
Mae Doyle to Harmon J. Wich (all heirs of John W. Wich), Lot 4-6 in Block
7, 1 August 1949 (Book 884, Page 13). The sale included the land,
building, and all of the equipment and merchandise in the automotive
repair garage.

Warranty Deed, Harmon J. Wich to the North Poudre lrrigation Company,
Lots 4-6 in Block 7, 1 August 1960 (Book 1122, Page 57).

Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to Lela D. Smelker, Lots 4-6
in Block 7, 11 September 1985 (Reception #19850046259).

Larimer County Directories. Listings for John W. Wich and the Lincoln Highway
Garage. Colorado Springs, CO: R. L. Polk Directory Company, 1917-1936.

Mair, Andy, editor. “Family Letters: Living in Wellington.” Unpublished
Manuscript in the Archives of the Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, 2005.
(Section on the John W. Wich family prepared by Ella Mae Wich Doyle and
Carol Doyle.)

Morris, Andrew J., editor. The History of Larimer County, Colorado, Volume I.
Dallas, TX: Curtis Media Corp., 1985.

Photograph of the North Poudre Irrigation Company Shop, Fort Collins Museum
of Discovery (1971).
“3739 Cleveland Avenue,” Photo 89334-08-904 (from the Larimer County
Assessor’s Property Card).
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Photographs of the John W. Wich Blacksmith Shop, Fort Collins Museum of

Discovery (circa 1904-1913).
“John Wich and his Blacksmith Shop,” Photo H07650.
“Blacksmith and Auto Repair,” Photo H07652.

| “John Wich Blacksmith Shop and Automobile,” Photo H07656.

“J. W. Wich Blacksmith and Auto Repair,” Photo H07651.
“John Wich Blacksmith and Auto Repair,” Photo H07649.
“John Wich Blacksmith Shop,” Photo H07607.
“John Wich’s Blacksmith Shop,” Photo H07608.
“Vulcanizing Apparatus in Wich’s Garage,” Photo H07636.
“Uncle Charles and John Wich Garage,” Photo H07642.

Photographs of the Tingle Livery / John W. Wich Garage / Lincoln Highway
Garage, Fort Collins Museum of Discovery (circa 1909-1940).

“Cleveland Avenue, Left Half of Panoramic View,” Photo H07564.

“Livery Stable (J. W. Wich Garage),” Photo H07640.

“Lincoln Highway Garage,” Photo H07641.

“Interior of Wich Garage,” Photo H07609.

“Lincoln Highway Garage,” Photo H07653.

“John Wich & Fred Koon in Office,” Photo H07610.

“Lincoln Highway Garage,” Photo H07639.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.

United States Federal Census Records for John M. Tingle, 1910 (Wellington,
CO).

United States Federal Census Records for John W. Wich, 1900 (Larimer County,
CO), 1920-1940 (Wellington, CO).

Wellington Telephone Directories. Listings for the Lincoln Highway Garage,
1927-1955.

Whiteley, Lee and Jane. The Lincoln Highway in Colorado. Prepared for the
Lincoln Highway Association’s 15" Annual Conference, Fort Morgan,
Colorado, June 2007.

VI. Significance

37. Local landmark designation:  None
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

X A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history
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39.

40.

41.

42.

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

X C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
Area(s) of significance: Commerce / Architecture

Period of significance: 1917-1967 (Commerce)
1917-1919 (Architecture)

Level of significance: National No State No Local Yes

Statement of significance: The building on this property was developed in 1917-
1919 to house the Lincoln Highway Garage, an important automotive repair
shop that played a substantial role in the twentieth-century commercial history
of Wellington. Named for the Lincoln Highway, which was established in 1913
and ran down Cleveland Avenue, this was one of seven independently-owned
garages with that name to be located along the route’s Colorado Loop.

Founded in the early 1900s by local blacksmith and auto repairman John W.
Wich, the business continued to operate at this location through 1960. John
remained the owner and manager until his death in 1948. The business was
then guided by his son Harmon, who had worked in the shop as a mechanic
since 1930.

In 1960, the property changed hands and through 1985 served as a garage and
shop operated by the North Poudre Irrigation Company. The irrigation company
was the founder of the Town of Wellington and had played a major role in the
development of regional agriculture since the late nineteenth century. While its
business offices were located in a nearby building at 3729 Cleveland Avenue
(5LR797), the former Lincoln Highway Garage was where the company
maintained its vehicles and equipment, and stored supplies.

Due to this property’s historical association with the Lincoln Highway’s
Colorado Loop along with two important local businesses, it is eligible for the
NRHP under Criterion A in the area of Commerce. Its period of significance
under this category runs from 1917 through 1967.



Resource Number: 5LR14019 Address: 3739 Cleveland Ave., Wellington, CO

Architectural Inventory Form
(Page 12 of 16)

w

The Lincoln Highway Garage is also eligible under Criterion C in the area of
Architecture, with a period of significance limited to its date of development
from 1917 to 1919. Its architectural significance is due to its design as an early
twentieth-century commercial building. Surviving characteristics of the style
include its single-story height, flat roof, minimal ornamentation, brick walls with
a short parapet at the roofline, pedestrian and vehicle entries that are flush with
the facade, a slightly recessed sign band above the storefront, and storefront
windows. These features and the building’s long horizontal profile reflect its
original use as an auto repair shop.

Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: The masonry shop
building on this site was constructed in 1917 and then expanded to its full size
in 1919. Following a fire in 1926, the building was quickly rehabilitated without
any known major alterations to its exterior. Essentially, from 1917-1919 to the
present, the property has been occupied by the one-part brick commercial
building that remains there today. The exterior brick walls appear to have been
painted sometime around 1940 to 1950. It seems that the storefront windows
and doors were replaced around the mid-1980s within the existing openings.

‘Despite these alterations, the building exhibits a good level of all seven aspects

of integrity. Where it is somewhat diminished is in the areas of materials and
design, specifically related to the replacement of the original doors and
windows on the facade. However, the building continues to clearly convey its
historic uses as an auto repair garage and irrigation company shop, supporting
its significance in the areas of commerce and architecture.

44.

45.

46.

VII. National Register Eligibility Assessment

National Register eligibility field assessment: Eligible

Is there National Register district potential? No
Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A

VIil. Recording Information

47.

Photograph numbers: 3739 Cleveland Ave., #1215-1223 & #2209-2213
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48.

49.
50.
51.
52.

53.

Negatives filed at:

Report title:

Date(s):
Recorder(s):
Organization:

Address:

Phone number(s):

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown Wellington,
Colorado

8 May 2017

Ron Sladek, President

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

970/221-1095
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Site Location Map
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Site Diagram
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Current Photographs

North (front) Wall of the Building
View to the Southwest

South (rear) Wall of the Building
View to the Northeast



