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. ldentification

1. Resource Number: 5LR14017

2. Temporary Resource Number: Not Applicable

3. County: Larimer

4. City: Wellington

5. Historic Building Name: Wellington Town Hall
| 6. Current Building Name: Not Applicable
i 7. Building Address: 3731 Cleveland Ave.

Wellington, CO 80549

3729 Cleveland Avenue

|

i 8. Owner Name & Address: North Poudre Irrigation Company
|

| Wellington, CO 80549
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Il. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NE 1/4 ofthe NE 1/4ofthe NW1/4ofthe SE 1/4 of Section 33

10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499550 Northing: 4505670
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado

Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): 11 Block: 7

Addition: Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89334-08-011), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

Architectural Description

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Building Plan: Rectangular Plan

Dimensions in Feet: 25' x 60' (appx.)

Number of Stories: One

Primary External Wall Material(s): Stucco

Roof Configuration: Barrel Roof

Primary External Roof Material: Synthetic Roof

Special Features: Decorative Cornice, False Front

General Architectural Description: Facing toward the north onto Cleveland

Avenue, this small one-story commercial building has a footprint of
approximately 25’ x 60°. Its exterior masonry walls are completely covered in
what appears to be Dryvit, a modern version of stucco. The false-front building
has a barrel roof with no eaves. Because it abuts the adjacent commercial
building on the west, there are no details to record there. Prominent among the
building’s primary architectural features are its false front and faux Classical
Revival ornamental details that are found on the front and east side. These are
described below.
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22.
23.

24.

North (front): The front of the building faces onto Cleveland Avenue and holds
the main entry, which is located toward its northeast corner. This contains a
modern panel door with narrow sidelights, all set in wood framing. Above the
entry is a shallow gabled hood. Dogtooth coursing ornaments the hood as well
as a horizontal band above the door. To the west is a storefront window that
contains a pair of fixed lights set in wood framing. This is ornamented with a
dogtooth band above, as well as a faux cornice. Stuccoed faux quoins
ornament the building’s northeast and northwest corners. Capping the false
front is a dogtooth course, above which is another faux cornice.

East (side): This side of the building faces onto a paved parking lot and has no
entries. Three identical one-over-one double hung sash windows set in wood
frames are present along the wall. Each of these is topped by a dogtooth band,
along with a faux cornice.

South (rear): The rear wall of the building faces onto a small paved parking area
that extends to the alley. No windows are present. A pedestrian entry with a
non-historic panel door is located toward the building’s southwest corner. To
the east is a non-historic metal overhead garage door. Both of these doors are
set in wood frames. The southeast corner of the building is ornamented with
faux quoins that are stuccoed.

West (side): This side of the building fully abuts the adjacent one-story
commercial building to the west.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Commercial — False Front

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the south
side of Cleveland Avenue, two lots east of Second Street, in the heart of
Wellington’s downtown commercial district. The building is surrounded by the
sidewalk and street to the north, an abutting commercial building to the west, an
alley to the south, and a paved parking lot to the east A faux antique pole lamp
is mounted in the front sidewalk.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: Not Applicable

IV. Architectural History

25.

26.

Date of Construction: Estimate: 1960 Actual:

Source of Information:  Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado, Mountain
States Inspection Bureau, December 1963

Architect: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable
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27.

28.

20.

30.

Builder/Contractor: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable

Original Owner: Town of Wellington

Source of Information:  Title Records Showing Town Ownership, 1935-1999

Construction History: This commercial property was originally developed in 1905

- for use as a retail store. The masonry building burned in 1928 and was

demolished shortly afterward. The building that stands on the site today
appears to have been constructed in the post-World War Il era, probably
sometime around 1960. No records were found to confirm its exact age.

Original Location: Yes

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Historical Associations

Original Use(s): Government — City Hall
Intermediate Use(s): Not Applicable

Current Use(s): Commerce — Specialty Store
Site Type(s): Town Hall, Karate Studio

Historical background: Following the 1903 founding of the Town of Wellington,
development of the downtown commercial district surged forward. In March
1905, Minnie Ruby of Louisville, Nebraska purchased Lot 11 in Block 7 from the
North Poudre Irrigation Company for $125.00. A few months later, the Fort
Collins Courier (26 July 1905, p. 8) reported that she planned to erect a brick
building on the property to house her millinery shop. Constructed by the Hess
Brothers, this would be located adjacent to the First National Bank of
Wellington, which was also under construction at the time.

Minnie was the wife of farmer Marion Ruby, and the couple established a home
on twenty acres south of town in Wellington Place (tracts 48 and 61). From the
time her commercial building was completed in the late summer or fall of 1905,
Minnie’s property became known as the Ruby Building. Probably to address the
fact that it had been constructed on top of the property lines, in December 1905
Minnie purchased two inches along the west side of adjacent Lot 10 and three
inches along the east side of adjacent Lot 12. In June 1906, the building was
refaced to match the design of the adjacent First National Bank of Wellington,
one of the small town’s finest edifices. A 10’-wide sidewalk was installed in
front of the two buildings early that summer, improving customer access to the
adjacent businesses.
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The Ruby millinery store appears to have remained in the building for a short
time, probably no more than a year. Sometime in 1906, it was replaced by the
Star Market, a grocery owned by W. B. Halligan and then Lee Baldwin. In early
1908, George H. Cleaver of Alma, Nebraska purchased Baldwin’s stock and in
February rented the Ruby Building. He remodeled the interior and took on a
partner in the general merchandise store, which opened in late March under the
name Cleaver & Bridges. Exactly two years later, in February 1910, the
partnership was dissolved. George Cleaver continued to operate the business
as Cleaver’s Cash Store.

In 1909 and 1910, Marion and Minnie Ruby began spending the winter months
on the West Coast. In April 1910, they sold their home and acreage on the south
side of town for $6,500 to local banker John S. Cusack and moved to Oregon.
Because the Ruby Building generated income, they retained ownership and
continued to lease it to tenants. Minnie Ruby died in Forest Grove, Oregon in
October 1915. The month before her death, she transferred the downtown
property to several family members. These included her daughters Viola Ruby
and Minnie Ossenkop, along with Jacob Boos, George Boos, Andrew Boos, and
the heirs of Pauline Brekenfeldt and Lucy Bowen (possibly her sisters).

George Cleaver sold his store in October 1919 to T. R. Fortune of Greeley and
then appears to have moved to California. The following year, the Hoffman
Brothers (possibly of Fort Collins) leased the Ruby Building with the intention of
opening a pool hall. However, this type of use required a special license from
the town. A special election was held in June 1922, during which the citizens of
Wellington voted against a type of business they did not want to see operating
there. With the residents’ voice heard, the town board denied the license.

In 1921, prominent Wellington merchant Arthur Piatt and partner A. L. Bemis
opened a hardware store in the vacated bank building, which Piatt had recently
acquired. The following year they expanded the enterprise, known as Piatt &
Bemis Hardware, into the adjacent Ruby Building. This may have been
accomplished by creating interior doorways between the two buildings. Piatt
sold the store in 1923 to Shawn Armstrong of Denver, who renamed the
business Wellington Hardware. Two years later, he moved into a new store
across Cleveland Avenue.

In 1928, a fire gutted the interior of the Ruby Building and the Wellington Sun
(17 February 1928) reported that because of the extensive damage it would be
demolished. The property was seized by the Town of Wellington for unpaid
taxes and in 1935 Minnie Ruby’s heirs relinquished any claims to ownership.
The property’s use over the following decades remains unclear, and it may have
sat vacant. Sometime around 1960, a new building was constructed on the site.
This served as the Wellington Town Hall for the next several decades. In 1999,
the property was sold to private owners, and in 2004 it appears to have been
extensively remodeled to its current appearance.
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36. Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene and Kathryn Stieben. The History of Larimer County,
Colorado, Volume Il. Dallas, TX: Curtis Media Corporation, 1987.

Ahlbrandt, Arlene. History of Wellington, Colorado and the Boxelder Valley,
1864-1996. Fort Collins, CO: Vestige Press, 1996.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.

Chain of Title for Lot 11, Block 7, Wellington, Colorado. Developed by Tatanka
Historical Associates Inc., November 2016.

Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: Gazetteer Publishing
Company, 1908-1924.

Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado. Denver, CO: Mountain States
Inspection Bureau, December 1963. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.)

Fort Collins & Larimer County Directories. Various Publishers, 1909-1925. -

Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, Historic Photograph Collection
The First National Bank of Wellington, 20 June 1905 (#H03825)
Cleveland Avenue Panorama, 22 July 1909 (#H07563).

Fort Collins Weekly Courier
“Wellington,” 26 July 1905, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 2 August 1905, p. 8.
“Real Estate Transfers,” 20 December 1905, p. 10.
“Wellington,” 27 June 1906, p. 14.
“Change in Business,” 24 April 1907, p. 20.
“Wellington,” 12 February 1908, p. 11.
“Wellington,” 11 March 1908, p. 13.
“Wellington,” 18 March 1908, p. 13.
“Wellington,” 23 December 1909, p. 14.
“The general merchandise firm...,” 17 February 1910, p. 14.
“Wellington,” 24 February 1910, p. 15.
“Wellington,” 7 April 1910, p. 16.
“Wellington,” 28 April 1910, p. 12.
“Wellington,” 12 May 1910, p. 10.
“Real Estate Transfers,” 26 May 1910, p. 15.
“Wellington,” 5 May 1911, p. 5.
“Wellington,” 12 November 1915, p. 3.
“Wellington Letter,” 21 May 1920, p. 3.
“People Vote More Than Five To One Against Pool Hall,” 7 June 1922, p. 3.
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“Historical Highlights,” North Forty News, September 2005, p. 5A. (Includes a
1981 photograph of the Wellington Town Hall building.)

Larimer County Assessor’s Office, Property Records for 3731 Cleveland Avenue
(parcel #89334-08-011/911).

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office

Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to Minnie Ruby. Transfer
of Lot 11, Block 7 in Wellington, Colorado, 8 March 1905 (Book 202, Page
55). Note: Vacant Lot Sold for $125.00.

Warranty Deed, Minnie Ruby to Viola Ruby, Minnie Olsencup, Jacob Boos,
George Boos, Andrew Boos, the heirs of Pauline Brekenfeldt and Lucy
Bowen. Transfer of Lot 11, Block 7 in Wellington, Colorado, 24 September
1915 (Book 345, Page 195). Note: The transfer included additional lands
in Washington County, Oregon.

Warranty Deed, Andrew Boos (Gaston, OR) to J. G. Boos (Gaston, OR).
Transfer of Lot 11, Block 7 in Wellington, Colorado, 11 March 1916 (Book
433, Page 366).

Quit Claim Deed, Jacob and Louisa Boos (Green County, IA) to J. G. Boos
(Gaston, OR). Transfer of Lot 11, Block 7 in Wellington, Colorado 4
February 1919 (Book 433, Page 365).

Quit Claim Deed, Marion D. Ruby (widower of Cass County, NE) to anle
Ossenkop (Cass County, NE). Transfer of Lot 11, Block 7 in Wellington,
Colorado, 29 June 1921 (Book 433, Page 200).

Quit Claim Deed, J. G. Boos trustee (Forest Grove, OR) to Town of
Wellington. Transfer of Lot 11, Block 7 in Wellington, Colorado, 18 March
1935 (Book 642, Page 545).

Special Warranty Deed, Town of Wellington to Phil and Suzette Taylor.
Transfer of Lot 11, Block 7 in Wellington, Colorado, 19 January 1999.

Morris, Andrew J., editor. The History of Larimer County, Colorado, Volume I.
Dallas, TX: Curtis Media Corp., 1985.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.

United States Federal Census Record for Marion and Minnie Ruby, 1910
(Wellington, CO).

Watrous, Ansel. History of Larimer County. Fort Collins, CO: The Courier
Printing & Publishing Company, 1911.

Wellington, Colorado 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map, US Geological Survey
(1960, photorevised 1978).

Wellington Telephone Directory, 1977. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery)
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The Wellington/Wellington Sun (Gonzales, Amado, Editor. “Excerpts from
Microfilm of The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950.”
Published by the Editor, Four Volumes, 1997-2000.)
- “A new brick store building...,” 29 July 1905.
| “The Ruby block...,” 23 March 1907.
| “The Star Market...,” 23 November 1907.
| “G. F. Cleaver of Alma, Neb...,” 8 February 1908.
| “The Star Market...,” 29 February 1908.
1 “Cleaver & Bridges...,” 14 March 1908.
| “Cleaver & Bridges...,” 21 March 1908.
% “First large ad for Cleaver & Bridges...,” 21 March 1908.
| “Full page ad for Cleaver & Bridges...,” 11 April 1908.
} “The Ruby building was built by the Hess Brothers...,” 18 July 1908.
| “M. D. Ruby painted the front of his store...,” 3 June 1909.
1 “The Cleaver Cash Store...,” 24 July 1913.
“George H. Cleaver sells Cleaver’s Cash Store...,” 30 October 1919.
“Piatt & Bemis Hardware...,” 16 March 1922,
“The old Cleaver general store...,” 17 February 1928.

“Yesteryear in Wellington,” Wellington News, 16 October 1986, p. 6.

VI. Significance

37. Local landmark designation: None
38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
X Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria

39. Area(s) of significance: Not Applicable
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40.
41.

42.

Period of significance:  Not Applicable

Level of significance: National No State No Local No

Statement of significance: This property was originally developed in 1905 as the
Ruby Building, a one-story masonry commercial building that housed a series
of retail stores. After suffering a major fire in 1928, the building was demolished
and the property seized by the Town of Wellington for unpaid taxes. It may have
sat vacant for the next thirty years. Around 1960, a small masonry building was
erected on the property that served for years afterward as the Wellington Town
Hall. In 1999, the property was sold to a private owner, and in 2004 the building
was extensively remodeled to its current appearance.

The building’s historic use as the Wellington Town Hall may have made the
property eligible for the NRHP under Criteria A. However, it has experienced
substantial exterior alterations in recent years that erased its historic
appearance. Because the property exhibits a much diminished level of
architectural integrity, it is not currently eligible for the NRHP.

. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: Sometime around

1960, the Town of Wellington had a small masonry building constructed on this
property. This had what appears to have been a concrete block fagade with a
stepped parapet. The building was placed into use as the Wellington Town Hall.
In 1999, the property was sold to a private owner. The entire exterior was then
remodeled in 2004 (based upon county assessor records), bringing it to its
current appearance. Due to the extensive non-historic changes made to the
building’s exterior, resulting in a substantially diminished level of architectural
integrity, this property no longer conveys any sense of a historic style or period.
Consequently, it fails to exhibit enough of its historic appearance and uses from
over fifty years ago and does not support possible NRHP significance.

VII. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44,

45.

46.

National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Eligible

Is there National Register district potential? No
Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A
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VIIl. Recording Information

47. Photograph numbers: 3731 Cleveland Ave., #425-428

Negatives filed at: Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

48. Report title: Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown Wellington,
Colorado

49. Date(s): 3 April 2017

50. Recorder(s): Ron Sladek, President

51. Organization: Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.

52. Address: P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

53. Phone number(s): 970/221-1095
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Site Location Map
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USGS Wellington 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map
1960 (revised 1978)
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Site Diagram
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co

Current Photographs

North (front) and East (side) Walls of the Building
View to the Southwest

East (side) and South (rear) Walls of the Building
View to the Northwest
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Current Photographs

South (rear) Wall of the Building
View to the North



