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Determined Not Eligible - SR

Need Data
Contributes to eligible NR District
Noncontributing to eligible NR District

l. ldentification

1. Resource Number:

2. Temporary Resource Number:

3. County:

4. City:

5. Historic Building Name:
6. Current Building Name:

7. Building Address:

8. Owner Name & Address:

5LR14013

Not Applicable

Larimer

Wellington

Wellington Telephone Exchange
The Tin Barn

3713 Cleveland Ave.
Wellington, CO 80549

Brad Hansen
707 Stoddard Dr.
Fort Collins, CO 80526
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Il. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NW 1/4 ofthe NE 1/4ofthe NW1/4ofthe SE 1/4 of Section 33

10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499470 Northing: 4505670
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado

Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Lot(s): 4 Block: 8

Addition:  Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89334-09-004), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

Architectural Description

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Building Plan: T-Shaped Plan
Dimensions in Feet: 25'x 74"
Number of Stories: 1

Primary External Wall Material(s): Brick / Wood: Vertical Siding

Roof Configuration: Flat Roof / Gabled Roof
Primary External Roof Material: Composition Roof
Special Features: Porch, Fence

General Architectural Description: Facing toward the north onto Cleveland
Avenue, this small one-story building consists of two parts. The front
commercial section along the street is of masonry construction and has a
square footprint of 25’ x 25’. This rests upon a concrete foundation and its
exterior walls are constructed of variegated brown wire-cut bricks laid in
common bond coursing. The roof is flat and bordered by a low brick parapet
wall that is capped by a single band of brick rowlocks. This steps up about 6” in
height at the front northeast and northwest corners and extends about 3’ along
each wall.
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Projecting toward the rear of the lot is a wood frame residential addition with a
footprint of 12’ x 49’. This abuts the back of the masonry building and covers
half of that wall. Resting upon a concrete foundation, its exterior walls are clad
in vertical wood siding. The roof is front-gabled and finished with asphalt
shingles. An enclosed porch with a rear entrance is located on the south end.

North (front): The front of the building is characterized by the original storefront
and main entry, all set into the brick facade. A single band of brick soldiers
runs along the base of the wall. The entry, storefront windows, sign band and
lower parapet above are all placed in the fagade’s central area. Flanking these
to the east and west, the slightly taller outer areas of the wall toward the corners
each feature a glazed diamond-shaped tile toward the top, along with the
slightly raised parapet above. This arrangement makes it appear that the front
of the building features brick pilasters at the corners.

Located toward the northwest corner, the entrance holds a glass commercial
door with a steel frame. Above the door is a transom light. A single concrete
step rises from the sidewalk. East of the door is the large storefront window.
This consists of two adjacent single-light fixed windows that are separated by a
mullion and set into a shared steel frame. They also share a brick rowlock sill.
Stretching above both the entry and window is a horizontal sign band that is
framed by brick headers and rowlocks.

East (side): This side of the masonry front of the building holds no entries or
windows, and consists solely of a blank brick wall. The east wall of the rear
addition contains three or four pairs of sliding windows set in wood surrounds.
One of these might be an entry, however they are partially obscured by a wood
privacy fence.

South (rear): The rear of the building consists of two parts: the south wall of the
front masonry area and the south wall of the rear wood frame addition. About
half of the rear masonry wall is exposed, with segments visible on either side of
the rear addition. To the east of the addition, the wall contains a single one-
over-one double hung sash window with wood frame and surrounds. No
features are found to the west. Ghost marks on the rear brick wall indicate that
the addition’s roof has been replaced and lowered at least once, maybe twice.

The south end of the rear addition consists of an enclosed porch with a shed
roof. This contains a rear entrance with a metal storm door. Next to the entry is
a horizontal fixed single-light window with a wood frame.

West (side): This side of the masonry front of the building holds no entries or
windows, and consists solely of a blank brick wall. The west wall of the rear
addition contains three pairs of sliding windows set in wood surrounds.

22. Architectural Style / Building Type: Early Twentieth Century Commercial
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23.

24,

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the south
side of Cleveland Avenue, Wellington’s main east-west thoroughfare. It is
situated two properties west of Second Street in an area that is predominantly
commercial and located in the heart of downtown.

The area north of the building holds a concrete sidewalk with a modern metal
bench and trash receptacle, along with a mature tree. Beyond the curb to the
north is Cleveland Avenue, across which are commercial buildings.

A recently installed wood privacy fence marks much of the eastern property
line. This extends from the southeast corner of the masonry building southward
to the alley. To the east sits the historic Wellington Hotel (5LR9699), which is
separated from the site at 3713 Cleveland Avenue by a paved parking lot.

To the south, an east-west alley borders the rear of the property. Commercial
and residential properties occupy the lots to the south.

A vacant unpaved lot occupies the area west of the property. This once
contained a large commercial auto repair garage that has been demolished.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: Not Applicable

IV. Architectural History

25.

26.

27.

28.

Date of Construction: Estimate: Actual: 1904 / 1925

Source of Information:  “Wellington Department,” 27 July 1904, p. 7 / “The brick
work on the new telephone building...,” Wellington Sun,
12 November 1925

Architect: Unknown

Source of Information:  Not Applicable

Builder/Contractor: O. C. Herdener & Sons

Source of Information: Longmont Daily Times, 19 October 1925; Application for
Building Permit, O.C. Herdener & Sons to the Town of
Wellington, circa October 1925

Original Owner: Colorado Telephone Company (1904)
Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph Company (1925)

Source of Information:  “Wellington Department,” 27 July 1904, p. 7 / “The
Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph office...,”
Wellington Sun, 22 October 1925
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29.

30.

Construction History: This commercial property was originally developed in 1904
for use as a telephone exchange. A small wood frame building with a false front
and gabled roof was erected there at that time. It sat in the northwest corner of
the lot and faced Cleveland Avenue.

In 1925, plans were made to construct a more substantial masonry building on
the front of the lot. Completed late that year, the project involved moving the
original wood frame building 25’ to the south and then constructing the
masonry building in front of it. These two areas were attached and an interior
doorway provided access between them. The front area continued to be used
for the telephone exchange and the rear served as a residence for its manager.

Although the residential portion of the building has been re-clad in vertical
wood siding in recent years and its windows replaced, the configuration that
remains on the property today dates back to the 1925 expansion.

Original Location: Yes

32.
33.
34.
35.

Historical Associations
31.

Original Use(s): Industry / Communications Facility
Intermediate Use(s): Not Applicable

Current Use(s): Commerce / Specialty Store

Site Type(s): Telephone Exchange / Retail Store

Historical background: In the Wellington area, ranchers and the North Poudre
Irrigation Company had established two very limited, local telephone systems
by the beginning of the twentieth century. The first substantial connection
beyond the Wellington district took place in 1903, when the town was in its
infancy. This was provided by the Colorado Telephone Company, which
operated the Fort Collins exchange. Expansion of the Wellington system and its
connection with the Fort Collins switchboard required the installation of a
network of poles and wires that traversed the countryside and townsite. By
December 1903, thirty-three Wellington subscribers had established accounts
with the Colorado Telephone Company.

As the Wellington system continued to grow during the first half of 1904 and
prospects for adding subscribers looked promising, the Colorado Telephone
Company decided to construct a local exchange. The firm was encouraged by
the North Poudre Irrigation Company, which raised the idea of turning its
system over to the company. Construction of a small false-front wood frame
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building that would house the exchange was completed during the month of
July 1904 on Lot 4 in Block 8. The first switchboard was installed around the
first of August, new lines were installed for the small number of subscribers,
and the system became operational.

In October 1905 the North Poudre Irrigation Company sold Lot 4 to the Colorado
Telephone Company for $325.00. By then a subsidiary of Bell Telephone, the
firm planned to expand service throughout the growing community. Six
carloads of telephone poles arrived by rail in November and in January 1906, the
company sent a crew of about fifteen young men to Wellington to install the
telephone network. Housed in rooms above the Halligan Store, they were
warmly received by the town’s residents. The men spent the next three months
installing poles and wires across the town and into the surrounding
countryside. By the middle of January, a new switchboard had arrived and was
installed in the building.

In March 1906, the Town of Wellington’s board of trustees approved Ordinance
#5, which provided the telephone company with a twenty-year franchise to
operate. Not only did this secure the market, but it also allowed the firm to
install telephone poles, wires and any other associated equipment necessary to
establish the system (much of this work had already been completed).” The
Town maintained the right to regulate the height and locations of poles and
wires, and to use the company’s equipment to install wiring for a fire alarm
system. On the 10" of the month, The Wellington newspaper reported that “the
new telephones are now in and a new telephone directory card is issued. The
Wellington people will be obliged to call by nhumber hereafter.” The remaining
work in both Wellington and the rural Waverly area to the west was completed
by late April and the installation crew moved on to other locales.

Among the first to install phones were the town offices, retail stores, newspaper
office, drug store, local mills, the livery stable, and doctor’s offices. Before
long, many residences and ranches throughout the surrounding countryside
also received telephone connections. By late 1910, 100 parties were subscribed
to the Wellington telephone exchange. The Town of Wellington paid $2.00 per
month for its telephone service.

Single women managed and worked in most small-town telephone exchanges,
and they were able to stay employed as long as they remained unmarried. This
was also the case in Wellington. However, the policy led to frequent turnover as
employees typically did not stay for long. Etta Bardwell was placed in charge of
the new telephone exchange in February 1906. She resided in the rear of the
building and was joined there by her parents. Ola Lawson and then Bessie
McCreery followed her in the position. McCreery resigned in October 1907 and
was replaced by her assistant, Mabel Walker.
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In early 1908, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Harris of Rocky Ford, Colorado arrived in
Wellington to assume management of the exchange. Mr. Harris was engaged by
the Colorado Telephone Company to complete necessary repair work on the
system. Mabel Walker returned to the position through 1911, when she married
and again resigned. Around 1912, Fern Purdie managed the exchange with her
assistant Jennie Sinnard, who went on to become manager and continued to
work there through 1919. Mabel Walker Snouffer then came back and remained
in the position through the 1930s, where she was highly regarded as the town’s
longtime operator.

In July 1911, the Colorado Telephone Company’s board of directors transferred
the Wellington franchise to the Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph
Company (MST&T). This coincided with and was directly related to the founding
of MST&T at that time, a firm that later became known as Mountain Bell. The
directors also transferred the franchises for the Larimer County towns of Fort
Collins, Loveland and Berthoud. That same day, MST&T acquired the existing
exchanges in both Wellington and Fort Collins, along with numerous easements
and rights-of-way that had been secured throughout the countryside.

In October 1925, the Wellington Sun reported that MST&T planned to build a
new telephone building on the site of the existing exchange. Subscriptions had
risen to around 200 by that time and the firm needed a modern facility to handle
future growth. The wood frame building that had been there for twenty years
was to be moved back on the lot. In front of that, the firm would construct a 25’
x 25°, one-story masonry building with a basement, constructed of the same
type of brick that was being used to erect the nearby high school. The new
building would house the exchange, with the attached wood frame building to
the rear providing living quarters for the manager. Brand new equipment would
also be installed.

The construction contract for the new Wellington Telephone Exchange was
awarded to Oscar C. Herdener, who was in the midst of building the high school.
Born in 1882 in France, Oscar and his wife Minnie settled in Denver by 1909,
where he worked as a machinist. The family moved to Longmont in the 1910s
and Oscar became a carpenter with the Great Western Sugar Company. Around
1920 he was working as a house carpenter. By 1924, he had launched his own
construction business under the name O. C. Herdener & Sons.

In addition to the Wellington High School and Telephone Exchange, Oscar
Herdener is known to have built the Domann Chevrolet dealership at 633 Main
Street in Longmont and the Lafayette High School building. He and his son
William also operated a lumberyard and hardware store in Ovid, Colorado.
Oscar continued to work as a general contractor for many years. He died in
1972 and may have been buried in one of Denver’s cemeteries.
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Oscar submitted a building permit application for the project to the Town of
Wellington in October 1925. Work on the exchange, estimated to cost $7,000,
began that same month. By the first week of November, the original wood frame
building had been moved out of the way and the concrete foundation walls were
poured. The brick walls were rising by the middle of the month. Over the
following weeks the interior was finished and the switchboard equipment
installed. The exchange reopened in mid-January 1926, capable of handling 600
telephones. That September, more than 400 citizens attended an open house at
the facility. According to the Wellington Sun, the residential area of the building
provided “commodious quarters” for manager Mabel Walker Snouffer and her
husband Richard. With the project completed, telephone rates rose to $2.00 per
month for residences and $4.00 for business subscriptions.

A major development in the use of telephones in Wellington took place in
September 1939, when the Wellington Sun newspaper announced that in a few
months the exchange, still staffed by operators, would shift over to a direct dial
system. To accommodate the necessary equipment, a small (12’ x 18’) brick
building was constructed in early 1940 on the back of the nearby lot at 3729
Cleveland Avenue. This was the former First National Bank property (5LR797)
that was occupied by the post office at the time. Direct dial service went on line
in April 1940 and the local operators and manager were released as the system
became automated and centralized.

In early 1941, thirty years after MST&T acquired the Wellington Telephone
Exchange, the firm sold the building at 3713 Cleveland Avenue to William
Hankins and his son Fred. Born in 1869 in lowa, by 1880 William E. Hankins had
moved to Boulder County, Colorado, where his father was employed as a
teamster. He married Maud Wilson in 1890 and the couple appears to have
relocated to Larimer County, where ten years later they were raising five
children and farming 160 acres in the countryside southwest of Wellington.

In 1913, William acquired a half interest in the established Piatt Mercantile
Company and became vice-president of the firm, which operated a store in
downtown Wellington that sold groceries and hardware. The deal involved
transferring the Hankins farm to the company and the family moved into town.
By 1916, he had become president. The firm advertised the sale of hardware,
furniture, groceries, seeds, pumps, tanks, harnesses, gasoline engines, and a
variety of other equipment needed by area farmers and ranchers.

Another mercantile firm known as Hankins & Wich was started in Wellington
during the mid-1920s. This grocery and general merchandise store was located
across Cleveland Avenue north of the telephone exchange. As a family
business, it was operated by William Hankins and his sons. In the 1930s, it
became known as the Hankins Mercantile Company and later Hankins Dry
Goods. Fred Hankins continued to operate the business through at least 1960.
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Between the 1940s and 1960s, the Hankins family used the former telephone
exchange building for residential and commercial purposes, most likely renting
it to a series of tenants. For example, in 1941 Judge Meredith occupied the front
space and depot agent L. J. McCadden moved into the rear living quarters.
Subsequent occupants are unknown. In March 1941, just a few weeks after
purchasing the building, William suffered a fatal heart attack. His estate passed
to his wife Maude and she came to own half of the property. Maude died in
1949, leaving full ownership to Fred and his wife. Fred Hankins had been born
in 1899 in Fort Collins and in 1923 married Goldie Isham. They seem to have
resided in Fort Collins although he owned and operated the Wellington store for
many years. Fred died in 1987 and was buried in Fort Collins’ Roselawn
Cemetery.

In September 1972, the Hankins family sold the former telephone exchange to
the Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company, which immediately launched a
$5,500 upgrade to its plumbing and electrical systems, along with a remodel of
the storefront. The firm remained there through at least 1980.

36.

Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene and Kathryn Stieben. The History of Larimer County,
Colorado. Dallas, TX: Curtis Media Corporation, 1987.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.

Application for Building Permit to Construct a New Telephone Exchange
Building on Lot 4 in Block 8, O.C. Herdener & Sons to the Town of
Wellington, circa October 1925.

Building Permits for 3713 Cleveland Avenue, Town of Wellington, 1972 Remodel
(#255) and 2010 Reroof (#10WEL-00230).

Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: The Gazetteer Publishing
Company, 1908-1941 / Colorado Springs and Loveland, CO: Rocky Mountain
Directory Company, 1950-1956.

Longmont Daily Times

“Domann Motor Sales,” (advertisement), 19 February 1925 p. 4.

“0. C. Herdener Delayed by Wellington Rain,” 13 August 1925, p. 1.

“Recently Built Lafayette High School Declared Best of its Kind in West,” 14
November 1925, p. 1.

“Hunt Gets $210 in Civil Case,” 20 January 1926, p. 1.

“Fire Destroys Herdener Lumber Yard and Store at Ovid, Colorado, Monday,”
27 July 1926, p. 1.

“Wellington High is Completed by Herdener Today,” 30 January 1926, p. 1.
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Draft Registration Card, World War I, Oscar Charles Herdener, 12 September
1918.

Draft Registration Card, World War Il, Oscar Charles Herdener, 27 April 1942.

Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado. Denver, CO: Mountain States
Inspection Bureau, December 1963. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.)

| Fort Collins & Larimer County Directories. Fort Collins, CO: The Courier
Printing & Publishing Company / Colorado Springs, CO: R. L. Polk &
Company, 1909-1936.

Fort Collins Museum of Discovery, Historic Photographs, Wellington, Colorado.
Right Half of Cleveland Avenue Panorama, 22 July 1909 (#H0O7563).

Fort Collins Telephone Directories. Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph
Company, 1927-1960.

Fort Collins Weekly Courier
“City and Country,” 21 January 1903, p. 8.
“A Big Gain in Telephone Business,” 30 December 1903, p. 6.
“Wellington Department,” 13 July 1904, p. 5.
“Wellington Department,” 27 July 1904, p. 7.
“Wellington Department,” 3 August 1904, p. 5.
“Wellington,” 7 June 1905, p. 8.
“Wellington,” 7 February 1906, p. 5.
“City and Country,” 14 February 1906, p. 7.
“Astounding Growth of Boxelder Valley,” 15 August 1906, p. 3.
“Local and Personal,” 2 October 1907, p. 13.
“Wellington,” 2 October 1907, p. 11.
“Will Trimble and Mr. Stubbs...,” 22 January 1908, p. 16.
“Wellington,” 29 January 1908, p. 14.
“Wellington,” 30 June 1911, p. 4.
“Wellington,” 25 June 1915, p. 4.

Hackenburg, Herbert J., Jr. Muttering Machines to Laser Beams: A History of
Mountain Bell. Denver, CO: Mountain Bell, 1986.

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office

Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to Colorado Telephone
Company, Transfer of Lot 4, Block 8 for $325.00 (Book 202, Page 81).

Ordinance #5, Town of Wellington, Establishing a Franchise Agreement
Between the Town of Wellington and the Colorado Telephone Company,
10 March 1906 (Book 214, Page 211).

Assignment of Franchises, Colorado Telephone Company to Mountain States
Telephone and Telegraph Company, 17 July 1911 (Book 304, Page 236).
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Deed, Colorado Telephone Company to Mountain States Telephone and
Telegraph Company, 17 July 1911 (Book 304, Page 238).

Deed, Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Company to W. E. Hankins

, and F. M. Hankins, 3 February 1941 (Book 723, Page 541).

Last Will and Testament of William E. Hankins, 11 February 1937 (Book 869,
Page 599).

Release of Inheritance Tax, State of Colorado, Inheritance Tax Division,
Estate of William E. Hankins, 29 September 1948 (Book 863, Page 71).

Certificate of Death, State of Colorado, Maude A. Hankins, 21 September
1949 (Book 1532, Page 149).

Affidavit of Ownership, Maude A. Hankins, Lot 4, Block 8 in Wellington,
Colorado, 4 December 1972 (Book 1532, Page 150).

Warranty Deed, F. M. Hankins and Goldie F. Hankins to Rocky Mountain
Natural Gas Company Inc., 7 September 1972 (Book 1521, Page 561).

Larimer County Assessor
Real Estate Appraisal Records, 3713 Cleveland Avenue, Wellington, Colorado
(parcel #89334-09-004).

Longmont City Directories. Colorado Springs, CO: R. L. Polk & Company, 1926-
1936. :

Longmont Daily Times
“Herdener Gets Contract for New Wellington Phone Exchange,” 19 October
1925, p. 1.

Morris, Andrew J., editor. The History of Larimer County, Colorado. Dallas, TX:
Curtis Media Corp., 1985.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.

Telephone Directories, Fort Collins and Vicinity, Mount States Telephone and
Telegraph Company, 1927-1959,

Town of Wellington, Building Permits
Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company, Remodel, 1972

United States Federal Census Records for Oscar and Minnie Herdener, 1920
(Longmont, CO), 1930 (Derby, Adams County, CO), 1940 (Ranchos de Taos,
NM).

United States Federal Census Records for William Hankins and Fred Hankins,
1880 (Boulder County, CO), 1900 (Larimer County, CO), 1920 (Blaine County,
NE), 1930 (Wellington, CO), 1940 (Wellington, CO).
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Wellington, Colorado 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map, US Geological Survey
(1960, photorevised 1978).

The Wellington / Wellington Sun (Amado Gonzales, “Excerpts from Microfilm of
The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905 1950,” Published by the
Editor, Four Volumes, 1997-2000)

“A Healthy Boom,” 1 July 1905, p. 1.

“The North Poudre Irrigation Co. is proposing...,” 29 July 1905.

“6 Carloads of Poles...,” 11 November 1905.

“15 men are putting up poles...,” 27 January 1906.

“For The Telephone Men,” 3 February 1906.

“The telephone boys...,” 10 February 1906.

“An ordnance [sic] #5...,” 10 February 1906.

“Miss Etta Bardwell...,” 17 February 1906.

“The new telephones are now in...,” 10 March 1906.

“The telephone men have completed their work...,” 28 April 1906.

“Miss Maude Walker...,” 12 October 1907.

“One Year Ago This Week,” 19 October 1907.

“Mr. and Mrs. Harris...,” 1 February 1908.

“Make a note of the following changes...,” 13 June 1908. :

“Manager Harris repaints Telephone Exchange...,” 15 July 1909.

“William E. Hankins...,” 29 July 1909.

“W. E. Hankins shipped in 5 cars of lambs...,” 27 October 1910.

“The telephone directory...,” 3 November 1910.

“Miss Mabell [sic] Walker...,” 22 June 1911.

“Miss Fern Purdie...,” 14 March 1912.

“W. E. Hankins buys an interest...,” 22 May 1913.

“The Town is billed $2.00 per month...,” 13 November 1913.

“Will Hankins and family will move...,” 11 December 1913.

“Miss Jennie Sinnard...,” 25 June 1914.

“During the past few months...,” 7 October 1915.

“New phones have been installed...,” 14 October 1915.

“Residence phone rates lowered...,” 4 July 1918.

“Saturday will be the last day...,” 29 May 1919.

“The Following Business and Professional Men Join in This Hearty Move for

Greater Cooperation and Friendship,” 25 October 1923.

“The Mountain States Telephone...,” 22 October 1925.

“Phone rates in Wellington to rise...,” 22 October 1925.

“The concrete was poured...,” 5 November 1925.

“The brick work on the new telephone building...,” 12 November 1925.

“The Phone Company is in its new quarters...” 21 January 1926.

“Approximately 200 telephones are now connected..., 4 February 1926.

“More than 400 visit new telephone office..., 16 September 1926.

“Mrs. Mabel Snouffer has received her 15 year pin...,” 15 January 1931.

“The Wellington telephone exchange...,” 21 September 1939.
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“Fred Hankins to build a new 12x18 foot brick building...,” 14 December
1939.

“The new dial phone system is being installed...,” 14 March 1940.

“The old telephone building...,” 30 January 1941.

“W. E. Hankins Suffers Heart Attack on Tuesday,” 6 March 1941.

VI. Significance

37.

38.

39.
40.

41.
42.

Local landmark designation: None
Applicable National Register Criteria:

X A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

X C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
Area(s) of significance: Communications / Architecture

Period of significance:  1904-1940 (Communications)
1925 (Architecture)

Level of significance: National No State No Local Yes

Statement of significance: This property was originally developed in 1904 when a
small wood frame building was erected to house the switchboard equipment
and office of the Wellington Telephone Exchange. Owned by the Colorado
Telephone Company, which obtained a twenty-year franchise from the Town of
Wellington, the exchange was one of many such facilities that were found
throughout Colorado’s small towns of the era. While the office and switchboard
were located in front, the rear of the building served as quarters for the
exchange manager. Most managers and their assistants were single women
who had to be available to place calls at any time of the day or night.
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In 1911, the Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph Company (MST&T)
acquired the Colorado Telephone Company and its Wellington Exchange. With
a growing subscriber base, in 1925 the firm determined that it was time to
expand and modernize the small facility. Late that year, contractor Oscar
Herdener moved the existing exchange building back on the lot and constructed
a 25’ x 25 masonry commercial building in its place. The two buildings were
then reattached so the original wood frame structure could fully serve as living
quarters for the exchange manager. From that time through 1940, the expanded
facility continued to house the office and operators’ room where calls were

- connected.

This building is associated with the development of small-town telephone
communications in Colorado during the first half of the twentieth century. In
addition, it is one of a relatively small number of surviving exchanges in the
state. For these reasons, the Wellington Telephone Exchange is eligible for
designation to the National Register of Historic Places on the local level under
Criterion A in the area of Communications for its association with events that
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

The period of significance in association with Communications runs from 1904,
when the property was first developed for this use, through 1940, when the
exchange was closed. The era of local telephone exchanges came to an end
around that time as technological advances allowed for direct dial service to be
instituted. In addition, operators began working out of centralized facilities that
did not need to be situated in the local community and their role changed to
providing directory assistance and placing long-distance calls.

During its first twenty-one years, the Wellington Telephone Exchange was
based in a false-front, wood frame building characteristic of the settlement
period. However, this was replaced in 1925 with a new masonry building
constructed in the Early Twentieth Century Commercial style of architecture. It
is essentially a small one-part commercial building. Elements of the style are
prominently displayed on the fagade, which has an offset door and storefront
windows. The centered sign band, stepped parapet wall, and the appearance of
pilasters at the corners all frame the storefront. The building also exhibits the
use of wire-cut, variegated color bricks that not only made up the walls but were
also used in linear banding to add ornamentation.

However modest it may be, the development of a new, more substantial building
on the site in 1925 allowed the telephone company to express a sense of
permanence, reliability and modernity to the community that it served. This was
particularly important by that time as it replaced and updated the small wood
frame building that would have already harkened back to the town’s founding
and settlement.
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43.

Since 1940, when it ceased to be used as the telephone exchange, the building
has been occupied by a series of offices and retail businesses, together with the
residential quarters to the rear. Although it has experienced a few alterations,
including a 1972 remodel of the storefront, these do not appear to have
substantially diminished its integrity to the point where it would no longer be
eligible for landmark designation.

Because of its representative style, the Wellington Telephone Exchange is
eligible for designation to the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion C on the local level in the area of Architecture. The period of
significance in this category is limited to 1925, the year in which the building
was expanded and brought to its current configuration and appearance.

Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: This property was
first developed in 1904 with a false-front wood frame commercial building. In
1925, this was moved to the rear of the lot and a small masonry commercial
building was constructed along the street frontage. These were then connected
to one another and they remain so today, with a commercial use in front and a
residential one to the rear. ~

The building appears to have experienced few, if any, alterations between the
mid-1920s and early 1970s. In 1972, the storefront was remodeled, leaving the
door and windows in their original orientation to one another. This work
included replacing the original wood main entry door and transom with a glass
commercial door and transom. Although these are set in steel framing, the
wood surrounds appear to be original. The storefront originally held two one-
over-one double hung windows with wood frames. These were replaced with
the large two-light storefront window with metal framing that is found there
today. Above the storefront, the currently blank sign band originally held the
phrase “TELEPHONE BUILDING.”

To the rear, the wood frame residential part of the building has experienced
some additional alterations. One of these is that it has been clad in non-historic
vertical wood siding whose age is currently unknown. Several of the original
windows have also been replaced. Ghost marks on the rear wall of the masonry
building show that the gabled roof over the rear area has been replaced a
couple of times with slightly different slopes. It also has an early enclosed
porch on the south end. Overall, the rear of the building retains its historic
footprint, massing and height.

Despite the changes that have taken place, the building retains a reasonably
good degree of integrity. The aspects of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association are all intact, with slight diminishment of
design and materials. The building still clearly conveys its historic age and use.
Overall, it exhibits a level of integrity that supports its eligibility for National
Register designation.
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VIl. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Eligible

45.

46.

Is there National Register district potential? No

Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A

VIIl. Recording Information

47.

48.

49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

Photograph numbers:

Negatives filed at:

Report title:

Date(s):
Recorder(s):
Organization:
Address:

Phone number(s):

3713 Cleveland Ave., #392-400

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown
Colorado

12 June 2017

Ron Sladek, President

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

970/221-1095

Wellington,
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Site Location Map
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Site Diagram
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Current Photographs

North (front) and West (side) Walls of the Building
View to the Southeast

North (front) and East (side) Walls of the Building
View to the Southwest
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Current Photographs

West (side) and South (rear) Walls of the Building
View to the Northeast

South (rear) Walls of the Building
View to the North



