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Need Data
Contributes to eligibie NR District
Noncontributing to eligible NR District

. Identification

1.

2 A

Resource Number:
Temporary Resource Number:
County:

City:

Historic Building Name:
Current Building Name:

Building Address:

Owner Name & Address:

5LR14275

Not Applicable

Larimer

Wellington

Rumley’s Blacksmith & Repair Shop
B & B Auto Care

3703 Cleveland Ave.
Wellington, CO 80549

3703 Cleveland Ave. LLC
3703 Cleveland Ave.
Wellington, CO 80549
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Il. Geographic Information
9. P.M. 6th Township 9 North Range 68 West
NW 1/4 ofthe NE 1/4ofthe NW1/4ofthe SE 1/4 of Section 33
10. UTM Reference Zone: 13 Easting: 499386 Northing: 4505875
11. USGS Quad Name: Wellington, Colorado
Year: 1960 (photorevised 1978) Map scale: 7.5
12. Loft(s): 9&10 Block: 8
Addition: Wellington Original Townsite Year of Addition: 1903
13. Boundary Description and Justification: This parcel (89334-09-009), defined by a lot

and block description, includes all of the land and built resources that are
historically associated with this property and remain in place there today.

lll. Architectural Description

14. Building Plan: Square Plan
15. Dimensions in Feet: 50' x 52'
16. Number of Stories: 1

17. Primary External Wall Material(s): Brick / Concrete Block /
Vertical Siding / Stucco

18. Roof Configuration: Flat Roof
19. Primary External Roof Material: Unknown
20. Special Features: Fence, Glass Block

21. General Architectural Description: Facing toward the north onto Cleveland
Avenue, this one-story commercial building consists of two parts of different
ages and architectural details that are aligned side by side. The eastern half is
much older and constructed of brick. It is also shorter in height and has a
footprint of 24’ x 40°. The western concrete block addition is taller, with a
footprint of 28’ x 50’. Both are clad in wood paneling across the fagade, with
stucco completely covering the side and rear walls. These obscure the masonry
walls beneath from view. The building rests upon a concrete pad or foundation.
Both roof areas are flat and bordered by low masonry parapet walls.
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22.
23.

24,

North (front): The front of the building along Cleveland Avenue is entirely clad
in modern vertical wood siding, providing the fagade with a unified appearance.
Other architectural features give away the fact that the building actually
consists of two distinct side-by-side areas. The earlier eastern building holds a
centered pedestrian entry with a modern panel door set in a wood frame.
Flanking this are two-light sliding windows set in wood frames. The later
western addition also has a centered pedestrian entry with a modern panel
door. To the east of this is a four-light fixed window and to the west is a tall
modern overhead shop door consisting of fifteen lights in metal framing. All of
the windows and doors, except for the shop door, share similar wood trim.

East (side): This side of the building holds no entries. The blank stuccoed
brick wall contains a small glass block window with twenty-four lights. High on
the wall are several horizontal boards attached with bolts. These appear to have
been placed there with internal tie bars to keep the wall from bowing outward.

South (rear): The rear of the building provides more visible evidence of the
original building and its western addition. The smaller eastern building holds a
modern overhead metal shop door set in a wood frame. To the west of the door
is a small glass block window with twenty-four lights. The western addition,
which projects farther to the south, also has a modern overhead metal shop
door set in a wood frame. To the west of that is a pedestrian entry with a slab
door. The exposed east wall of the western addition holds two four-light
casement windows with wired glass, metal frames, and wood surrounds. These
appear to be the oldest surviving windows on the building. The brick and
concrete block walls are completely stuccoed.

West (side): This side of the building holds no entries. The stuccoed concrete
block wall contains two very small glass block windows, each with nine lights.

Architectural Style / Building Type: Commercial

Landscaping or Special Setting Features: This property is located on the south
side of Cleveland Avenue, Wellington’s main east-west thoroughfare. It is
situated two properties east of First Street in an area that is predominantly
commercial and located in the heart of downtown. The area north of the
building holds a concrete sidewalk with a modern metal bench, light pole and
planter, along with a mature tree. Beyond the curb to the north is Cleveland
Avenue, across which are commercial buildings. To the east and west are
unpaved vacant lots that once held commercial buildings. Concrete aprons are
located behind the building, just outside the overhead shop doors. The rest of
the property to the south is unpaved to the rear alley. Residential properties
occupy the lots to the south.

Associated Buildings, Features or Objects: Not Applicable
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IV. Architectural History
25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Date of Construction:

Source of Information:

Architect:

Source of Information:

Builder/Contractor:

Source of Information:

Original Owner:

Source of Information:

Construction History:

Estimate: 1910-1926 Actual:

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, 1909 & 1927
Unknown

Not Applicable

Unknown

Not Applicable

Unknown

Not Applicable

This commercial property was originally developed

sometime between 1910 and 1926, when a small masonry office building was
erected in the north half of lot 9. The building was expanded around 1960 with
the construction of a somewhat larger concrete block addition to the west.

Original Location:

Yes

32.
33.
34.
35.

Historical Associations
31.

Original Use(s):
Intermediate Use(s):
Current Use(s):

Site Type(s):

Commerce / Business
Commerce / Specialty Store
Commerce / Specialty Store

Office / Blacksmith Shop / Auto Repair Shop

Historical background: The origin and early history of the commercial building on
this property remain unclear despite extensive research to uncover its past.
Sometime between 1910 and 1926, a small one-story brick office building was
constructed by an unknown owner in the north half of lot 9. West of that, the
front half of lot 10 was vacant, while part of a large barn-like warehouse
occupied the southern half of the lot. This building extended westward to First
Street, occupying the rear of lots 10 to 12. An associated retail store built in
1905 sat on the southeast corner of First and Cleveland. From the early 1900s
to the 1930s, all of lots 10 to 12 were owned by the Corbin-Black Lumber
Company, followed by the Forest Lumber Company and then the Gould Lumber
& Investment Company.
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36.

A gap in the historic record prevented the location of information about who
occupied the office building on lot 9 from the time it was built through the mid-
1940s. In 1937, during the middle of the Great Depression, the retail store on the
southeast corner of First and Cleveland was demolished and lots 10 to 12 were
left vacant. That same year, the small office building on lot 9 was transferred
from Home Federal Savings & Loan to the Fort Collins Building & Loan
Association, which owned the property for another decade. Its ownership by
Home Federal Savings & Loan suggests that a default had occurred and the
property had been lost as a result of difficult financial circumstances. It is
possible that the building was vacant for some time around the 1930s.

In May 1947, the building on lot 9 was purchased by Virgil M. “Budge” Rumley
and entered a new phase of its history. The son of blacksmith Frederick
Rumley, Budge was born in Colorado in 1906 and grew up Fort Collins and then
Loveland, where his father operated shops. During the 1930s, he became a
partner in his father’s business and learned the trade. In 1934 they moved the
shop to Wellington, where they leased the former Sigward Blacksmith Shop at
Second and McKinley. In 1942, they sold the shop to new owners.

Budge served during World War Il with the US Army Corps of Engineers, 821%
Engineer Corps, from 1942 to 1943. After being stationed in England, Ireland
and Scotland, he was released from service with an honorable discharge after
falling ill and spending months recuperating at Walter Reed Army Hospital and
then Fort Lyon in southern Colorado. Returning to Wellington, he appears to
have leased the building on lot 9, which was reportedly stuccoed by that time.
Budge reopened Rumley’s Blacksmith & Repair Shop and then acquired the
property in 1947. Two years later he married Ethel Haberman. While his father
had worked with both horse and engine powered machinery, Budge’s postwar
shop focused upon motorized tractors and farm implements.

In March 1960, Budge expanded his landholdings in downtown Wellington when
he acquired the adjacent lots 10 to 12, which had been sitting vacant since the
late 1930s. He appears to have expanded the blacksmith and repair shop with a
concrete block addition to the west that more than doubled its size. Budge
continued to operate his business at this location into the early 1970s. In March
1973, he and Ethel sold the property to Oliver and Pauline Hurd. Budge died in
Cheyenne in May 1979 and was buried in Wellington’s Highland Cemetery.

Sources of information:

Ahlbrandt, Arlene and Kathryn Stieben. The History of Larimer County,
Colorado. Dallas, TX: Curtis Media Corporation, 1987.

Ahlbrandt, Harry and Arlene. Wellington’s First 100 Years, 1905-2005. Fort
Collins, CO: The Ahlbrandts, 2005.
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Date of Death: 3 January 1963. Located Online at www.findagrave.com.

Burial Record for Virgil Milford “Budge” Rumley, Highland Cemetery,
Wellington, CO. Date of Death: 12 May 1979. Located Online at
www.findagrave.com.

Colorado State Business Directories. Denver, CO: The Gazetteer Publishing
Company, 1908-1941 / Colorado Springs and Loveland, CO: Rocky Mountain
Directory Company, 1950-1956.

i Burial Record for Frederick C. Rumley, Grandview Cemetery, Fort Collins, CO.
i
|

Coloradoan (Fort Collins)
“F. C. Rumley, 83, Goes in Death,” 4 January 1963, p. 2.
“Virgil Rumley,” 13 May 1979, p. A5.

Draft Registration Records, Frederick Clarence Rumley, 1942.
Draft Registration Records, Virgil Milford Rumley, 1940.

Fire Insurance Rates for Wellington, Colorado. Denver, CO: Mountain States
Inspection Bureau, December 1963. (Fort Collins Museum of Discovery.)

‘ Fort Collins & Larimer County Directories. Fort Collins, CO: The Courier
Printing & Publishing Company / Colorado Springs, CO: R. L. Polk &
Company, 1906-1917.

Fort Collins Telephone Directories. Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph
Company, 1927-1960.

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Lot 9, Block 8)

**Note: Despite an extensive search in the grantor/grantee books, no records
of Lot 9 were found prior to 1937.

Warranty Deed, Home Federal Savings & Loan to Fort Collins Building &
Loan Association, 30 November 1937 (Book 679, Page 282).

Trustee’s Deed, Fort Collins Building & Loan Association (also known as
Home Federal Savings & Loan Association) to V. M. Rumley, 10 May 1947
(Book 833, Page 373).

Warranty Deed, Virgil M. Rumley to Virgil & Ethel Rumley, 2 January 1968
(Book 1444, Page 166).

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Lot 10, Block 8)
Warranty Deed, North Poudre Irrigation Company to George J. Coddington,
19 July 1905 (Book 202, Page 188).
Warranty Deed, George J. Coddington to Corbin-Black Lumber Company, 23
January 1907 (Book 228, Page 97).
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Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Lots 10-12, Block 8)

Warranty Deed, Corbin-Black Lumber Company to Forest Lumber Company,

20 July 1907 (Book 202, Page 252).
-Warranty Deed, Forest Lumber Company to Gould Lumber & Investment

Company, 2 August 1926 (Book 545, Page 103).

**Note: Despite an extensive search in the grantor/grantee books, no records
of Lot 10 were found between 1926 and 1960.

Warranty Deed, Richard E. & Anne M. Kiely to Virgil & Ethel Rumley, 30
March 1960 (Book 1117, Page 529).

Larimer County Clerk & Recorder’s Office (Lots 9-12, Block 8)
Warranty Deed, Virgil & Ethel Rumley to Oliver & Pauline Hurd, 22 March
1973 (Book 1546, Page 472).

Larimer County Assessor, Real Estate Appraisal Records, 3703 Cleveland
Avenue, Wellington, Colorado (parcel #89334-09-009).

Morris, Andrew J., editor. The History of Larimer County, Colorado. Dallas, TX:
Curtis Media Corp., 1985.

Panoramic Photographs of Wellington, Colorado, Fort Collihs Museum of
Discovery, 22 July 1909 (#HO7563) and circa 1922 (#HO7944).

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Wellington, Colorado, 1909 and 1927.

United States Federal Census Records for Frederick Rumley (father) and Virgil
Rumley (son), 1910 (Fort Collins, CO), 1920 & 1930 (Loveland, CO), 1940
(Wellington, CO). '

Wellington, Colorado 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map, US Geological Survey
(1960, photorevised 1978).

The Wellington / Wellington Sun (Amado Gonzales, “Excerpts from Microfilm of
The Wellington and Wellington Sun Newspapers, 1905-1950,” Published by the
Editor, Four Volumes, 1997-2000)

“The Corbin-Black Lumber & Grain Co...,” 29 July 1905.

“Corbin-Black,” 23 December 1905, p. 1.

“W. E. Smith of Niwot...,” 8 January 1914.

“C. K. Gould, Sup’t of the Forest Lumber co...,” 30 July 1914.

“A New State Bank is to be established...,” 25 November 1915.

“Mr. C. K. Gould of Ft. Collins...,” 5 August 1926.

“The Gould Lumber Co. is making repairs...,” 30 June 1927.

“A blacksmith named Rumley...,” 23 August 1934.

“F. C. Rumley, who at one time operated a blacksmith shop...,” 27 December

1934.
“Fred Rumley purchased and moved a building...,” 31 October 1935.
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“Budge Rumley initiated into the Fire Department,” 8 February 1940.
“Dismantling Landmark,” 11 March 1937.

“Budge Rumley is putting in a concrete floor...,” 14 March 1940.

“The Rumley blacksmith shop has been sold...,” 26 March 1942.

“Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rumley have received word...,” 9 April 1942.

“Virgil Rumley received an honorable discharge...,” 15 July 1943.
““Budge’ Rumley has bought the stucco building...,” 7 December 1944.

VI. Significance

37. Local landmark designation:  None

38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

39.

40.
41.
42.

X A Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad pattern of our history

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or
prehistory

Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G
Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria
Area(s) of significance: Commerce
Period of significance:  1944-1967
Level of significance: National No State No Local Yes

Statement of significance: This property was originally developed sometime
between 1910 and 1926, when a small brick commercial building was erected on
lot 9 to serve as an office. Exactly who owned and occupied the building
between its date of construction and the early 1940s remains unknown. It will
be up to future researchers to uncover this information, possibly by locating
early property transactions that proved elusive during the course of this current
project.
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Around 1944, the building was first occupied by Rumley’s Blacksmith & Repair
Shop, operated by longtime blacksmith and World War Il veteran Budge Rumley.
He continued to operate the business through 1973. Around 1960, Budge
acquired the adjacent lots to the west and expanded the building with a
concrete block addition. Throughout his three decades of ownership, Budge
ran a repair shop that was particularly important for area farmers and ranchers.
As such, it played a critical role in the local agricultural economy.

Despite its historic importance and potential eligibility under Criterion A, the
building exhibits a substantially diminished degree of architectural integrity.
This is largely due to recent alterations to the fagade, which has been
completely remodeled and no longer conveys the building’s historic age and
use. Consequently, the property is currently ineligible for the NRHP.

43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance: The eastern half of
the building that is currently found on this property was developed sometime
between 1910 and 1926. By the mid-1940s, it appears to have been stuccoed on
the exterior. Around 1960, the small building was expanded with a concrete
block addition to the west that more than doubled its size. The enlarged
masonry building has received a new look in recent years with the installation of
wood siding across the entire facade. Although some historic windows remain
toward the rear, modern doors and windows have been placed on the building.

The recent fagade treatment modernized the building’s appearance from
Cleveland Avenue, resulting in a substantial diminishment of its architectural
integrity as a historic building. While the aspects of location, setting and
association are relatively intact, those of design, materials, workmanship and
feeling have been negatively impacted. Due to the non-historic changes
described, the building fails to clearly convey its historic age and use.
Consequently, it does not exhibit a level of integrity that would support
eligibility for National Register designation.

VIl. National Register Eligibility Assessment

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Eligible

45. s there National Register district potential? No
Discuss: This property does not appear to be associated with an adequate
concentration of historically and architecturally significant properties that
are contiguous or close to one another and might allow for the creation of a
National Register or local landmark district in downtown Wellington.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building contributing: N/A

46. If the building is in an existing National Register district, is it contributing: N/A
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VIll. Recording Information

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

Photograph numbers:

Négatives filed at:
Report title:

Date(s):
Recorder(s):
Organization:
Address:

Phone number(s):

#3009-3022

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522

Intensive-Level Survey of Downtown
Colorado

22 July 2017

Ron Sladek, President

Tatanka Historical Associates, Inc.
P.O. Box 1909, Fort Collins, CO 80522
970/221-1095

Wellington,
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Site Location Map

WINDSOR
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USGS Wellington 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map
1960 (revised 1978)
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Site Diagram
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Current Photographs

North (front) and East (side) Walls of the Building
View to the Southwest

South (rear) and East (side) Walls of the Building
View to the Northwest
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Current Photographs

West (side) and South (rear) Walls of the Building
View to the Northeast



